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1     Maskotia  -Place  of  Fire 


Geographers  of  Illinois  tell  fascinating  things  about  Central  Illinois,  and  of 

^^tlie  mini  or  imniwek-"the  men."  The  French  named  this  region  Grand  Prairie, 

^■^^^^^  meaning  "the  great  meadow."  The  Indians  named  it  Maskotia-"a  place  of 

\>^^^e^"  for  here  fierce  fires  burned  before  which  all  creatures  fled.  The 

"Hni  who  lived  here  referred  to  each  other  as  Mas-kou-tes,  and 

the  French  referred  to  them  as  Mascoutines,  or  people  of 

the  fire  or  prairie  land. 

Land  hungry  European  immigrants  who  set- 
tled along  the  Atlantic  seaboard  avoided  Mas- 
kotia, the  land  with  the  tall,  tough,  plow- 
resisting  prairie  grass.  Mistakenly  they 
beheved  that  a  land  without  great 
forests  would  surely  be  a  land 
infertile.  It  was  not  until 
the  eastern  tracts,  so 
generously     par- 
celled out  by 


European  kings  and  potentates  were  ex- 
lausted,  that  the  westward  trek  began 
:o  the  great  prairie  region.  Down  through 
the  Northwest  Territory,  through  Ohio, 
and  Indiana,  and  at  last  to  what  is  now 
[Ihnois,  the  settlers  came. 

Although  Illinois  was  once  40%  wood- 
land, much  of  it  had  been  cut  down  for 
building  purposes  and  more  had  suc- 
cumbed to  consuming  fires,  sometimes 
set  by  the  Illini,  sometimes  started  by 
natural  causes.  These  fires  actually 
formed  the  prairies.  Completion  of  the 
Ilhnois  Central  Railroad  in  1856  from 
Cairo  to  Dunleith  (now  Dubuque)  with 
a  branch  from  Centralia  to  Chicago, 
greatly  facilitated  the  movement  of  hea- 
vy timbers  and  hastened  the  clearing  of 
the  woodlands. 
*  When  the  founders  of  Rankin  came, 
they  found  vast  stretches  of  tall  prairie 
grass  with  trees  largely  confined  to  the 
east  side  of  streams  where  they  were  pro- 
tected from  prairie  fires,  fanned  by  the 
prevailing  westerhes.  Seafaring  men  had 
both  compass  and  astrolabe.  The  prairie 
settler  depended  upon  Indian  guides 
whose  service  could  not,  unfortunately, 
insure  safety  as  a  "fringe  benefit." 

Sad  is  the  story  in  1833  after  the 
Black  Hawk  War,  when  the  Potawoto- 
mies,  the  Chippewas,  and  Ottawas  came 
to  an  encampment  for  a  treaty-making 
in  Chicago,  and  were  to  have  been  paid 
for  their  lands.  Instead,  after  nine  days 
and  plenty  of  whiskey— against  govern- 
mental regulation— the  Indians  signed  the 
treaty  which  banished  them  within  a 
year  from  Illinois.  For  the  settlers,  it 
ended  any  interference  from  the  rightful 
owners  of  the  prairie. 

David  Rankin  gathered  flint  arrow- 
heads shot  by  Indians.  These  were  always 
on  rolling  land,  as  the  Indian  could  not 
get  close  enough  to  the  game  on  level 
land. 

He  found  after  coming  to  Illinois  an 
occasional    roving    band    who    had    re- 


mained in  spite  of  the  treaty  of  1833, 
and  says:  .  .  .  "they  were  a  treacherous 
set,  and  used  to  keep  the  early  settlers 
guessing  a  good  deal  at  what  to  expect 
next,  and  they  had  to  sleep  with  their 
rifles  pretty  handy  by  night  time,  but  I 
wouldn't  be  surprised  that  the  white  man 
would  have  put  up  a  pretty  ugly  fight 
too,  if  driven  from  his  own  native  land. 
...  a  good  many  of  their  scalps,  I  expect 
the  white  man  was  to  blame  for,  and  in 
many  cases  he  was  just  as  mean  as  the 
Indian.  Indians  never  had  the  opportuni- 
ty for  education  the  white  man  had,  but 
we  have  some  pretty  well  educated  Indi- 
ans in  the  Legislature,  some  up  to  the 
United  States  Senate-all  of  which  is  but 
another  sign  of  how  great  the  achieve- 
ment of  our  age  in  education  as  well  as 
agriculture." 

As  Squanto  was  to  the  Pilgrims,  so 
was  Shabbona  and  his  encampment  to 
the  pioneer  farmers  north  of  Rankin. 
Shabbona  came  to  warn  them  that  other 
tribes  were  coming  to  drive  them  from 
their  homes.  So  he  lived  with  his  tribe 
along  a  stream  near  the  whites  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives,  never  daring  to  join 
the  other  tribes  again. 

The  Indians  worked  for  the  settlement 
picking  com  at  night,  and  putting  it  in 
piles  on  the  ground;  the  women  taught 
the  settlers  to  use  medicines  made  from 
herbs. 

Follow  the  story  of  Father  Marquette 
in  1673  in  Illinois,  wearied  from  first 
attempts  at  conversion:  "Another  time, 
they  will  listen."  In  1763,  the  Indians 
fought  for  Illinois  and  1765  the  British 
flag  went  up.  By  1779,  the  infamous 
"HairrBuyer"  Hamilton  was  apprehended 
by  George  Rogers  Clark  at  Vincennes 
where  he  had  paid  Indians  for  scalps  of 
white  colonists.  Clark  shot  the  Indians 
and  sent  General  Hamilton  to  prison  at 
Williamsburg.  This  time  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  prevailed  over  all  of  Illinois. 


2  The  Founders  of  Rankin  and  FgUsvUIg 


DAVID  RANKIN 

Only  a  few  houses  stood  in  Peoria 
and  in  Bloomington  when  David  Rankin 
crossed  the  Ilhnois  River  with  his  parents 
in  a  flat  boat.  It  was  in  March,  1836,  as 
they  made  their  way  to  new  lands  in 
Warren  (now  Henderson)  County,  and 
the  boy  David  was  twelve  years  old.  His 
father  of  Sctoch-Irish  descent  and  stern 
member  of  the  Associated  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  had  previously  left 
Sullivan,  Indiana,  because  he  considered 
it  a  place  too  wicked  in  which  to  rear 
children.  His  mother,  a  Quaker,  was  the 
daughter  of  a  gunmaker  for  the  War  of 
1812. 

All  had  limited  means,  but  were 
well  nourished  from  the  largesse  of  the 
prairie  and  their  own  skill  in  both  food 
preparation  and  food  preservation.  Al- 
though shoes  were  plentiful  during  his 
time,  cash  was  so  scarce,  that  until  David 
was  28  years  old,  he  wore  them  only  in 
the  winter. 

Winter,  too,  was  a  time  for  a  few 
brief  months  of  "subscription"  school 
held  in  log  houses,  with  windows  of 
greased  paper.  When  he  was  eleven  he 
quit  school  to  help  support  the  family. 
His  literate  autobiography  belies  the 
meager  schooling,  and  makes  of  him  not 
only  a  keen  observer,  but  a  student  for 
life.  Always  he  supported  schools,  pay- 
ing teachers  far  above  the  going  rate, 
and  later  in  life  he  was  the  founder  of 
Tarkio  College  in  Missouri,  and  his  con- 
tinuous support  of  that  institution  was 
substantial. 

Tarkio  College  had  its  humble  be- 
ginnings in  Mr.  Rankin's  mule  barn,  a 
hexagon  shaped  building  three  stories 
high.  Ramps  afforded  a  way  inside— first 
for  the  mules,  later  for  students. 


From  his  own  journal  we  learn: 
"You  see,  I  had  no  school  advantages 
and  I  can  see  where  I  need  education, 
and  I  want  to  have  it  so  any  young  man 
or  woman  can  get  an  education.  It  takes 
an  education  now  to  fit  the  young  peo- 
ple for  life.  I  would  like  to  see  every  boy 
and  girl  so  equipped  with  education  as  to 
get  the  best  out  of  every  opportunity. 

"Let  me  tell  you,  the  boy  that  gets 
an  education  nowadays  should  be  in- 
structed as  to  what  to  study  and  why.  An 
education  will  help  them  in  any  calhng. 
Of  course,  I  think  the  farm  is  the  thing 
to  fit  one's  self  for.  While  a  common 
school  education  might  do,  higher  edu- 
cation is  much  better.  I  am  sure  it  will 
make  life  more  pleasant  and  useful  in 
many  ways.  I  would  impress  upon  every 
young  person  the  importance  of  getting 
an  education.  This  college  is  a  great 
achievement  for  our  locaHty.  No,  it  is 
not  my  college.  It  is  'our  college.'  Every 
one  that  has  helped  in  any  way  is  a 
partner,  and  entitled  to  part  of  the  credit 
for  success.  Its  officers  and  teachers  we 
should  appreciate  more  than  we  do— not 
merely  those  of  this  college,  but  of  all 
colleges.  Their  fidelity  to  their  calling  is 
noble  and  worthy  of  imitation.  I  have 
always  felt  grateful  to  the  teachers  who 
took  so  much  pains  with  my  boys  and 
girls.  It's  too  bad  we  don't  show  our  ap- 
preciation more  for  the  noble  men  and 
women  who  spend  their  lives  in  educat- 
ing the  youth,  not  only  in  books,  but 
also  in  good  manners,  good  morals,  hon- 
esty, uprightness,  etc." 

By  the  endless  process  of  entering 
land,  raising  stock,  farming,  toiling,  sell- 
ing and  buying,  the  family  acquired 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  scattered  from 
Nebraska  and  Missouri  to  Illinois,  includ- 
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ing  Vermilion,  Ford  and  Iroquois  Coun- 
ties. 

In  1865,  with  profits  from  buying 
and  selling  prairie-fattened  cattle,  David 
bought  5000  acres  east  of  Paxton.  Where 
Rankin  now  stands,  he  raised  thick  stands 
of  broom  corn,  which  he  sold  at  $320  a 
ton  in  Chicago.  Here,  also  he  fattened 
cattle  for  the  Chicago  market. 

Actually,  so  far  as  written  records 


reveal,  he  never  was  a  resident  of  Rankin, 
although  he  must  have  been  there  many 
times.  Proudly  he  describes  the  mansion 
which  he  built  in  Warren  County,  and 
the  beauty  and  hospitality  of  the  farm- 
er's life. 

He  acquired  every  known  device  as 
it  was  invented  to  further  the  cause  of 
rural  hfe,  some  of  which  he  himself  de- 
signed. 


David   Rankin 


IN  MEMORY  OF  HAROLD  NYGAARD 
by  Berniece  Brickey 


From  his  own  pen,  ".  .  .  farming  is 
creative.  You  make  the  wealth  by  the 
'toil  in  the  soil,'  and  it  belongs  to  you 
because  you  make  it."  While  soil  all  over 
our  land  was  becoming  eroded,  he  stayed 
close  to  the  counsel  of  early  agricultural 
colleges,  farmed  organically,  and  rotated 
crops.  Small  wonder  that  he  believed 
that  all  farmers  ought  to  school  them- 
selves well. 

Although  a  Republican,  he  was 
greatly  aided  by  Democratic  friends  to 
serve  from  1874  to  1880  in  the  Illinois 
legislature.  Under  Gov.  Breckinridge  he 
served  on  a  commission  to  uncover  what 
appeared  to  be  utter  rascahty  among  the 
Joliet  prison  officials,  who  had  founded 
a  bank  at  Carhnville  with  $30,000  in 
prison  profits.  His  report  was  accepted 
by  the  governor.  Never  had  he  felt  more 
grateful  for  the  rural  life  where  he  did 
not  have  any  such  things  to  tempt  him. 

In  connection  with  the  land  David 
held  at  Rankin,  William  A.  Rankin,  a 
younger  cousin  appeared  to  manage  Da- 
vid's lands  and  by  his  tutelage  to  acquire 
1 1 ,000  to  1 3,000  acres  of  his  own. 


Mary  Durham  (Mrs.  William)   Rankin 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  RANKIN 

No  one  would  deny  David  Rankin  the 
title  of  "Founder"  of  the  town  which 
bears  his  name.  But  to  William  goes  the 
title  of  "Godfather  of  Rankin,"  for  it 
was  his  insight  and  his  unerring  use  of 
the  right  stratagem  at  the  right  time 
which  placed  Rankin  in  ascendancy  over 
the  more  thriving  settlement  at  Pellsville. 
Beckwith  describes  this  struggle:  "The 
pleasant  little  village  of  Rankin,  which 
today  is  as  quiet  as  a  May  morning,  was 
brought  into  being  amid  a  war  of  loca- 
tion, which  must  be  remembered  by 
those  who  were  participators  in  it  as 
long  as  they  remember  anything.  The 
"war"  was  long,  exhaustive  of  patience, 
and  expensive,  finally  making  it  cost 
each  party  all  its  results  were  worth,  and 
resulted  in  a  drawn  battle. 

"The  captains-general  who  marshalled 
the  hosts  were  W.  A.  Rankin  and  W.  H. 
Pells,  the  former  proprietor  of  a  large 
landed  interest,  amounting  to  five  thou- 
sand acres,  the  latter  with  a  local  interest 
of  only  about  eighty  acres,  but  a  seat  in 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  railroad 
which  was  being  built.  The  construction 
company,  of  which  Col.  Snell  was  the 
head,  had  the  right  under  their  contract 
to  designate  the  depot,  but  were  also 
authorized  to  receive  payment  for  the 
same,  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  of 
sidetrack,  depot,  switches,  etc.  When 
Mr.  Rankin  went  to  negotiate  for  the 
location  he  presented  the  arguments  that 
as  the  whole  township  was  taxed  for  the 
road,  a  location  should  be  selected  that 
was  as  nearly  equidistant  as  possible,  and 
that  the  location  he  proposed  was  the 
same  distance  from  the  western  boun- 
dary of  the  township  as  East  Lynn  was 


IN  ^1EM0RY  OF  JAMES  T.  MULCAHEY 

by  Mrs.  Lucille  Mulcahey 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Mulcahey,  Greg  and  Brian 


William  Alexander  Rankin 


from  the  eastern;  that  more  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  township  would  be  accommo- 
dated by  this  location  than  any  other; 
that  he  was  ready  at  any  time  to  pay  the 
$2,500  required  for  putting  in  the  job, 
and  any  other  Uttle  matters  required 
could  be  easily  arranged. 

"On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Pells  plead 
the  custom  of  the  road,  which  had  been 
to  permit  each  director  to  name  a  depot; 
that  every  other  director  had  been  ac- 
corded that  privilege,  and  that  the  farm- 
ers around  the  proposed  location  would 
give  as  much  or  more  for  the  location. 

"The  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  Pells- 


ville  raised  $3,500  by  subscription,  and 
got  their  depot;  the  Rankins  paid  their 
subscription,  and  got  theirs.  It  then  be- 
came a  question  for  the  railroad  company 
to  decide  which  one  should  be  retained, 
and  Mr.  Boody  was  appealed  to  by  both 
parties. 

"At  one  stage  of  the  contest  a  proposi- 
tion was  made  to  locate  the  depot  mid- 
way between  the  two  present  sites.  This 
was  accepted  by  one  party,  but  declined 
by  the  other.  After  the  matter  had  come 
into  the  jurisdiction  of  Mr.  Boody,  he 
proposed  a  plan  which  was  very  likely  to 
decide  matters,  but  just  then  the  road 


IN  MEMORY  OF  EARL  BRICKEY 
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Tami  and  Todd  Raufeisen 


was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  who 
decided  that  he  had  no  authority  in  such 
matters,  and  would  not  decide." 

Final  victory  came  for  Rankin,  how- 
ever, when  the  division  shops  were  placed 
a  mile  east  of  Rankin. 

David,  who  had  already  amassed  a 
comfortable  fortune  when  he  came  to 
the  area  did  not  yield  to  its  charms  as  a 
dwelling  place,  but  continued  in  resi- 
dence in  Henderson  County. 

Captain  William  Alexander  Rankin, 
who  came  as  an  associate  of  his  cousin, 
David,  purchased  eight  sections  of  land- 
probably  at  a  very  low  price  as  was  his 
right  when  he  mustered  out  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Iowa  Infantry  following  the  Civil 
War. 

William  began  immediately  to  improve 
his  land  in  1867.  The  Rankins  built  a 
fine  residence  on  Section  2,  which  was 
beautifully  landscaped  with  native  trees 
and  shrubs  and  osage  orange  hedges, 
changing  the  monotony  of  the  prairie 
and  making  it  as  inviting  as  an  oasis  in 
the  desert. 

According  to  Clarence  Carlon,  these 
trees  in  addition  to  the  hedges  of  osage 
orange,  served  as  land  marks  for  years  to 
settlers  groping  their  uncertain  way 
through  the  tall  but  almost  treeless  prai- 
rie growth. 

The  hedges  were  propagated  by  toss- 
ing gunny  sacks  filled  with  "hedge  ap- 
ples" into  the  little  creek,  which  runs 
through  the  farm,  in  autumn  and  then 
retrieving  the  sprouted  seeds  in  the 
spring.  Some  of  the  small  army  of  hands 
employed  planted  them  to  become  al- 
most impenetrable  living  fence  rows 
around  the  fields.  There  existed  an  un- 
written ratio  as  to  amount  of  hedge  to  a 


given  acreage.  Unfortunately  by  1893, 
The  Rankin  Independent  carried  this 
editorial:  "Most  farmers  are  getting  rid 
of  osage  orange  hedge  fence.  A  third  of  a 
century  ago  it  was  the  vogue  with  the 
farmers,  and  no  man  in  the  country 
thought  he  could  possess  the  esteem  of 
his  neighbors  unless  he  had  a  mile  or  so 
of  hedge  plants.  The  invention  of  barb 
wire,  its  cheap  price,  etc.  .  .  ." 

Little  did  editor  E.  A.  Williams  realize 
that  one  day  IlHnois  with  its  once  rich 
but  muggy  soil  could  be  threatened  with 
the  same  fate  as  that  of  the  Oklahomans 
—the  dust  bowl. 

Here  William  Rankin  lived  with  his 
wife,  the  former  Mary  Durham,  and  their 
two  sons,  Warfield  and  Durham.  The 
livery  stables  of  Rankin  must  have  found 
him  a  daily  customer  as  he  made  his  way 
over  the  mile  and  a  half  of  mud  roads  to 
his  businesses  in  Rankin.  The  buffalo 
robe  was  a  commonly  used  and  precious 
deterrant  against  the  bitter  cold  of  win- 
ter at  that  time,  and  no  one  who  has  not 
driven  through  a  prairie  blizzard  for  even 
a  half  mile  in  an  open  horsedrawn  buggy 
can  imagine  the  comfort  which  it  afford- 
ed. In  March  when  the  roads  became 
bottomless,  picture  him  resorting  to  the 
two-wheeled  cart,  mud  spattered,  as  he 
left  his  rig  to  a  groom  at  the  livery  stable. 

Perhaps  the  rigors  of  winter  and  the 
blistering  heat  and  dust  of  summer  over- 
came this  man  or  perhaps  it  was  "the 
pioneer  spirit,  the  onward  push"  which 
his  living  kinswoman  of  Hoopeston,  Mrs. 
Goldie  Stokes,  describes  as  characteristic 
of  the  Rankins,  that  caused  him  to  re- 
move to  Onarga. 

Prior  to  his  removal  to  Onarga  he  did 
live  in  Rankin  in  the  house  now  occu- 


IN  MEMORY  OF  GENE  SHEPARD 
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pied   by   the  Lloyd   Richard   family  at 
325  N.  Main. 

Born  in  Indiana  in  1839,  he  died  at 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  Chicago,  May  30, 
1916,  and  was  interred  in  Onarga  Ceme- 
tery. 

William's  house  still  stands  straight 
and  tall  a  mile  north  of  Rankin.  It  had 
relatively  few  owners. 

Solomon  Famey,  Sr.,  purchased  it 
first  and  the  Rankins  invited  the  Farneys 
to  dwell  with  them  until  they  could  va- 
cate to  their  home  in  Rankin.  This  house 
also  still  stands,  useful  and  inviting,  at 
325  N.  Main  after  a  long  succession  of 
owners.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  E.  Johnson  in 
restoring  it  in  the  late  forties,  added  one 
large  window  overlooking  one  of  the 
finest  views  of  Illinois  field  and  prairie. 
A  laurel  oak  planted  by  the  Johnsons 
and  secured  from  native  Illinois  timber 
partially  screens  the  view  except  during 
the  dormant  season. 

The  Lloyd  Richard  family  resides 
there  now.  Mrs.  Clarence  Carlon's  moth- 
er lived  there  with  the  Rankins  until  her 
marriage  to  William  Burdan. 

John  Mulcahey  of  the  Pekin-Tremont 
area  bought  the  farm  in  1890.  They 
reared  ten  children;  Nellie,  Bridget,  Lee, 
John,  Nell,  James,  Thomas,  William, 
Mary,  Edward  and  Eugenia.  There  fol- 
lowed other  owners  or  occupants:  Hous- 
ton family:  Edwin  Baker  (receiver  for  the 
Rankin  Bank  after  the  1932  freeze); 
Murphy  Family— with  daughter  Theresa; 
Hezzie  and  Otia  Carder  family— parents 
of  Grady  Carder;  the  Warren  Cooks  with 
their  daughter.  Peg. 


A  little  creek  runs  through  the  Rankin 
land  and  divides  near  the  homesite,  and 
the  Cooks  named  their  place  Twin  Creek 
Farm.  It  was  indeed  a  great  horse  farm 
and  the  site  of  many  horse  shows.  Peg 
loved  the  land  and  her  horses  so  much 
that  she  majored  in  agronomy  at  Purdue 
University  with  a  minor  in  Communica- 
tions. The  magic  of  Twin  Creek  Farm 
has  spread  even  to  South  America  where 
she  traveled  as  one  of  a  team  of  young 
agronomists  to  educate  and  to  learn.  She 
has  three  more  months  to  complete  her 
work  in  the  Purdue-Pioneer  Seed  Co.  Co- 
operative. 

Had  the  Cooks  remained  there,  they 
had  planned  to  place  a  bronze  plaque  in 
memory  of  the  Rankins  who  had  built  so 
well  the  first  two-story  house  in  the  area 
so  long  after  the  statehood  of  Illinois. 

Present  owners  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lau- 
ren Bauer.  The  view  today  from  ap- 
proach on  Route  49  includes  a  registered 
Guernsey  herd.  Still  standing  are  the 
aged  magnificent  pines. 


Home  of  William   Rankin 


IN  MEMORY  OF  MY  PARENTS,  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Mulcahey  and  family 
by  Mrs.  W.  B.  Reiliy 


EUGENE  HOWARD   WHITHAM 

Eugene  Howard  Whitham  was  bom  in 
Canal  Fulton,  Ohio,  November  1847, 
son  of  Rev.  John  D.  and  Caroline  Far- 
well  Whitham. 

He  was  one  of  five  children:  Eugene, 
Rosetta,  Robert,  George  and  Charles.  He 
came  with  his  parents  and  their  children 


to  Paxton  in  1866  where  he  bought  a 
large  farm.  The  John  Whithams  are  bur- 
ied in  the  Rankin  Cemetery;  he  died 
January,  1897,  and  she  in  March  1899. 
Eugene  Howard  Whitham  received  his 
early  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  later  attended  Illinois  State  Normal 
College.  After  teaching  school  for  several 
years  he  came  to  Rankin  in  1873  and 


Eugene  Howard  Whitham 


THE  RALPH  VOGEL  FAMILY 

Rankin,  Illinois 
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managed  the  D.  and  W.  A.  Rankin  Grain 
Elevator.  On  May  15,  1875,  in  partner- 
ship with  W.  A.  Rankin  and  David  Ran- 
kin, he  organized  the  Rankin-Whitham 
&  Company  Bank.  Mr.  Whitham  became 
cashier  of  the  institution.  On  March  1, 
1919,  the  bank  was  incorporated  and  the 
name  changed  to  the  Rankin-Whitham 
State  Bank.  At  that  time  Mr.  Whitham 
was  elected  president  and  was  holding 
that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
April  25,  1928.  He  is  buried  in  Union 
Cemetery,  Rankin.  Mr.  Whitham  served 
for  thirty-five  years  as  secretary  of  the 
Rankin  Building  Loan  and  Savings  Asso- 
ciation and  was  active  in  the  Rankin 
Business  Men's  Association.  The  town  of 
Whitham,  Missouri,  is  named  in  honor  of 
Mr.  Whitham,  who  owned  large  tracts  of 
land  in  that  section  of  Missouri. 

On  January  1 ,  1 879,  Mr.  Whitham  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
George,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane 
(Guthrie)  George.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Glenn  H.  and  Gladys 
Stearns. 

He  served  as  a  member  of  the  local 


Mrs 


Whitham 


school  board  and  city  council.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  throughout  his  life  was  active  in 
church  work,  until  his  death  April  25, 
1928. 


Congratulations  From  All  Of  The  KARLSTROM  FAMILY 

Paul  E.  Karlstrom 
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PELLSVILLE 

Pellsville  was  at  one  time  a  fine  little 
town.  In  the  year  of  1869,  citizens  re- 
ceived their  mail  at  a  little  store  at  a 
crossroad  south  of  Pellsville.  The  place 
was  known  as  "Sugar  Creek."  The  post 
office  was  moved  to  Pellsville  and  the 
name  changed  to  suit  the  locality.  N.  F. 
Ketchum  was  the  postmaster. 

Mr.  Pells  erected  a  two-story  building 
and  leased  it  to  the  Travis  brothers  for  a 
dry-good  and  grocery  store.  Tip  Daniels 
started  a  hardware  store  across  the  street 
and  the  Odd  Fellows  held  their  meetings 
in  the  hall  above  the  store.  They  had  a 
membership  of  24  at  that  time.  The  rail- 


road station  was  built  a  few  steps  from 
the  hardware  store  and  Mr.  Slocum  was 
the  station  agent.  Colwell  Daniels  had  a 
business,  sold  groceries  and  had  the  best 
candy,  also  an  old  lady  wove  carpets 
there. 

Mr.  Jones  was  an  experienced  black- 
smith and  Mr.  Ensminger,  a  wagon  mak- 
er. He  built  a  little  building  next  to  the 
blacksmith  shop  and  worked  with  Jones, 
making  wagons,  sleighs  and  various  farm 
implements.  Mr.  Rollins  and  Mr.  Hogal 
were  both  carpenters.  Other  families  who 
lived  in  town  were  the  Pursleys,  Samples, 
Chamberlains  and  the  Spear  family. 

Thomas  Campbell  operated  a  sorghum 
molasses  corn  mill  on  his  farm  in  the 
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south  part  of  town.  His  father,  James 
Campbell  died  and  was  buried  in  the  hay- 
field  on  land  owned  by  his  son.  A  friend 
of  James  was  buried  beside  him,  and  it 
was  then  that  Thomas  gave  one  acre  of 
land  to  the  township  and  the  lines  were 
drawn  out  for  the  cemetery. 

In  1873,  the  Methodist  Church  was 
built.  It  was  about  28  x  36,  plain,  and 
cost  $  1 ,500.  This  church  belonged  to  the 
Rankin  circuit,  and  was  served  by  the 
same  preacher  that  preached  at  Rankin. 

The  school  had  two  large  rooms.  One 
could  look  any  direction  and  see  the 
children  of  the  Charles  Stamp  family,  the 
McCormicks,  and  the  Robert  Smith  chil- 
dren on  the  west.  The  Mahoneys,  George 
Stamps,  Brandherm,  Johnson,  Evelsizers, 
and  the  Snyders  all  coming  to  school 
from  the  north.  The  school  house  burned 
early  in  the  morning  of  March  21,  1888. 
Soon  after  a  one-room  school  building 
was  started  and  finished  in  time  for 
school  that   fall. 


1880  Census  for  Pellsville,  Butler  Town- 
ship, Vermilion  County,  Illinois 


Daniels, 

Colwell 

44 

Grocer 

Mynewill 

34 

Housewife 

Thomas 

14 

work  on  fann 

Pricilla 

88 

May 

5 

Oscar 

5/12 

* 

Austin 

5/12 

* 

Brewer, 

Albert 

22 

Farmer 

Alice 

18 

Sister 

Pursley, 

Thomas 

21 

Grocer 

George 

44 

Farmer 

Susan 

43 

Housewife 

Jessie 

20 

Works  on  farm 

Sarah 

14 

Nancy 

13 

Emily 

12 

Travis, 

Frank 

44 

Dry  Goods  Merchant 

Mary 

34 

Housewife 

Irwin, 

Maggie 

26 

Niece 

Chamberlain, 

wming 

47 

Qerks  in  store 

Augusta 

46 

Housewife 

Nellie 

21 

Teaching  school 

Willie 

13 

Butterfield, 

Harriett 

83 

Mother  in  law  -  restinj 

Robbins, 

Frank 

38 

Farmer 

Fanny 

19 

Earl 

1 

Sybil,  Amos 

Amos 

22 

Boot  &  Shoe  Maker 

Elizabeth 

23 

Housewife 

Irwin, 

Samuel  S. 

45 

Hardware  merchant 

Sarah  E. 

36 

Housewife 

Annie 

11 

Willie 

9 

Annette 

7 

Samples, 

James 

33 

Grocer 

Lucy 

27 

Housewife 

Cora 

7 

MoUie 

5 

Essie 

2 

Jones, 

Henry 

42 

Blacksmith 

Susan 

36 

Housewife 

John 

14 

Grace 

10 

LEN  OBENLAND  EARTH  MOVING  CONTRACTOR 
Rankin,  Illinois 
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Ketchum, 


Daniels, 


Taylor, 
Rollins, 


Norris  F. 

Helen 

Lottie 

Casius 

Olive 

Thomas 

Emma 

Charles 

Qara 

Moses 

Oscar 

Nellie 
Fredie 

Oron 

Isbindia 

Harry 

Bunter 

Eddie 

Blanch 

Hallie 


Postmaster 
Housewife 
Teaching  school 
Works  on  farm 
Mother  -  resting 

Hardware  Merchant 
Housewife 


51 
51 
18 
16 
72 

41 
33 

9 

8 

6 

40      Carpenter 
36      Housewife 

7 


Gaylord, 


40 

30 

9 

8 

7 
5 
3 


Carpenter 
Housewife 


Ensminger, 


Wagon  Maker 
Housewife 


George        43 

Matilda        34 

Mary  1 5 

Aaron  13 

*Less  than  one  year 
tCould  not  be  deciphered 


Pellsville  Post  Office  was  established 
at  Rankin,  July  25,  1872,  with  the  name 
changed  to  Pellsville,  September  4,  1872, 
and  discontinued  December  30,  1887. 
The  postmaster  was  John  R.  Bowers,  ap- 
pointed July  25,  1872;  Osker  F.  Taylor, 
September  4,  1872,  and  N.  F.  Ketchum, 
November  26,  1880. 

A  village  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Vermilion  County  on  the  L.  E.  &  W. 
Railway,  30  miles  northwest  of  Danville. 
It  has  a  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  a 
district  school,  200  inhabitants,  and 
ships  grain  and  livestock.  Nearest  bank  at 
Rankin.  A  boot  and  shoe  store  is  needed 
here.  Land,  improved,  $30  per  acre.  Ex- 
press, U.  S.  Telegraph,  W.  U.  Mail,  daily, 
N.  F.  Ketchum,  postmaster. 


Earl  52 

Ehzabeth  44 

Anna  18 

Willie  16 

George  8 


Farmer 
Housewife 


Campbell, 


Shriver, 
Hogal, 


McCarty, 
Travis, 

Slocum, 


Thomas 

Ehzabeth 

Rose 

Ahce 

Jennie 

Sarah 

Clara 

Elmer 

John 

Thomas 
Nancy 
Cora 
Chester 
— t 
— t 

Edward 
Laurie 


Farmer 
Housewife 


50 
42 
17 
13 
10 

6 

4 

16      nephew - 

works  on  fan . 
55      Carpenter  i 

46      Housewife 

1/12  adopted  daughter  j| 
1/12  grand-daughter    \ 

20      Station  Agent 
22      Housewife 


Business  &  Professional  people: 
Brown,  C,  Hamessmaker 
Campbell,  Mrs.,  Hotel  Propr. 
Chamberlain,  Mrs.  A.  B.,  Music  Teacher 
Daniels,  C.  T.,  Grocer 
Daniels  &  Erwin,  Hardware 
Ensminger,  George,  Wagon  maker 
Haley,  James,  Railroad  &  Express  Agent 
Hogal,  T.  S.,  Carpenter 
Jones,  Rev.  Henry,  (Baptist  Minister) 
Jones,  H.,  Blacksmith 
Ketcham,  N.  F.,  Druggist 
Sibrel,  Amos,  Shoemaker 
Taylor,  O.  F.,  (Dr.)  Physician 
Thompson  Travis  &  Co.,  Grain  &  Coal 
Travis,    W.   B.   &  Co.,   Lumber-General 
Store 


JIM  THILMONY 

P.  A.  G.  Seed  Corn  Dealer 

Rankin,   Illinois 


14 


3 


Contemporaries  of  Founders 


THOMAS  MORRISON  CAMPBELL 

Thomas  Morrison  Campbell  and  his 
wife,  Nancy  Elizabeth  Shriver,  were  one 
of  the  very  first  to  settle  in  the  Pellsville 
area.  They  came  here  along  with  his  old 
Scotch  father,  James  Campbell,  Sr.,  and 
his  brother,  Jim,  from  Ohio. 

They  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  one 


acre  of  which  is  the  old  cemetery  now. 
They  built  a  home  east  of  the  cemetery, 
with  one  room  being  built  of  logs  and 
old  lumber,  and  covered  all  over  with 
sod.  It  had  a  sloping  door,  and  was  dark 
and  cool  inside.  Here  they  kept  their 
milk,  butter,  eggs,  vegetables,  etc.,  sealed 
with  red  sealing  wax.  A  few  glass  cans 
were  in  use,  sealed  the  same  way,  and 


MELVIN  WATSON 
Rankin,  Illinois 


some  of  the  fruit  and  corn  were  also 
dried  for  use  and  stored  down  here.  It 
was  also  used  as  a  severe  wind  and  storm 
protector.  They  lived  off  the  land,  as 
there  was  no  market  for  farm  products. 
Times  were  hard  and  they  burned  com 
instead  of  coal  for  heat. 

War  broke  out  between  the  states,  and 
Jim,  the  younger  brother,  went  off  to 
war.  He  was  wounded  after  years  of 
fighting,  and  sent  home  with  a  hole  in 
his  shoulder  from  a  rifle  ball.  The  doctor 
had  removed  the  ball  from  his  shoulder, 
but  when  he  got  home  the  maggots  were 
coming  out  of  the  wound.  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell took  a  turkey  quill  and  blew  the 
offenders  out,  and  cleansed  the  wound 
with  strong  soap  daily.  He  lived  for  some 
time  with  the  family,  then  died  and  is 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery.  His  sword 
and  cap,  and  family  crest  from  Scotland, 
are  still  in  the  family  care  in  Indiana. 

When  father,  James  Sr.,  died  he  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  corner  of  the  hay  field 
of  their  farm,  then  his  neighbor  was  laid 
beside  him.  The  lines  were  drawn  around 
and  Tom  gave  this  one  acre  to  the 
township,  and  it  became  the  Pellsville 
Cemetery. 

Tom  made  coffins  out  of  yellow  pine 
boards  and  sold  them  for  $5.00  each, 
gave  the  land,  and  dug  the  graves. 
Being  a  good  Presbyterian,  he  often  read 
the  services,  too. 

Tom  built,  and  operated  a  small  gro- 
cery store  about  three  blocks  east  of  the 
school  house  in  Pellsville,  before  the 
town  was  laid  out.  The  old  building  was 
used  later  as  a  home  by  a  Mrs.  Smith  in 
1896. 

Tom  operated  a  sorghum  mill  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  at  the  farmstead.  Most 
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farmers  planted  about  an  acre  of  sorghum 
cane,  then  cut  it  and  hauled  it  to  Tom's 
horse-powered  mill  where  the  juice  was 
pressed  out  and  cooked  in  a  big  vat  under 
a  shed,  and  barreled  on  a  50-50  basis. 
This  was  later  traded  for  supplies  at  the 
store.  Sugar  was  called  C  Sugar,  and  was 
very  inferior  and  unrefined,  so  sorghum 
was  widely  used.  This  also  provided  many 
an  evening's  entertainment  as  they  would 
dance  and  sing  (they  always  had  a 
fiddle  along),  use  the  sorghum  and  have 
a  taffy  pull. 

Tom  and  Elizabeth  were  the  parents 
of  five  daughters.  One  night  at  a  party 
he  was  taking  quite  a  lot  of  ribbing  about 
the  stork  getting  mixed  up  in  the  deliv- 
eries. An  old  Irish  lady  came  to  his 
rescue,  and  told  Tom  to  get  his  Derby 
hat  and  go  in  and  put  it  on  the  top  of  his 
bedstead  that  touched  the  ceiHng,  and 
his  luck  would  change.  We  don't  have 
any  record  if  he  did  this  or  not-but  the 
stork  left  them  a  boy  next  time  around. 

The  Campbells  moved  into  Rankin  in 
1900  and  are  buried  in  the  Rankin  Ceme- 
tery. 


ROBERT   G.    SMITH 

Robert  G.  Smith  was  born  of  Scotch 
and  German  descent,  was  a  native  of 
Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey.  He  was 
one  of  a  family  of  five  children  and  at- 
tended common  schools  in  his  native 
state.  He  came  to  Ford  County  in  1866 
and  worked  for  two  years  as  a  farm 
hand. 

He  married  Lois  LaBee,  in  1869,  in 
Delevan,  lUinois,  a  daughter  of  William 
LaBee  who  came  from  New  York  and 
was  of  French  descent.  After  his  marriage 


PHYLLIS  BEAUTY  SHOP 
Rankin,  Illinois 
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they  bought  an  80  acre  tract  of  land  in 
Button  Township,  south  of  Clarence. 

In  1874,  he  sold  this  tract  of  land  and 
bought  the  160  acres  west  of  Rankin, 
which  has  been  a  one-family  farm  over  a 
span  of  98  years,  where  his  granddaugh- 
ters now  live,  Mrs.  Lois  Weaver  and  Murel 
LaBee.  This  land  was  granted  to  the  State 
of  Illinois  under  an  Act  of  Congress, 
passed  April  18,  1818,  for  the  use  of  the 


inhabitants  for  school  purposes.  It  was 
sold  to  a  Jonathan  Dove  in  1857,  40 
acres  for  $60,  to  be  used  for  operating 
expenses  for  the  schools  already  built. 
From  this  time  until  the  time  when 
Robert  Smith  purchased  it  from  John  D. 
Whitham  of  Rankin,  Illinois,  for  the  sum 
of  $6000,  it  had  changed  hands  five 
times. 

The  Smiths  were  the  parents  of  three 


The  Harry  R.  Smiths 


CORNELIUS  RADIO  &  T. 
422  East  Fifth  Street 

Pank-in     lllinnK 
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sons,  Harry  R.,  Orville,  and  Clyde,  who 
died  in  1876  during  an  epidemic  of  dip- 
theria,  and  are  buried  in  Pellsville  Ceme- 
tery. 

Mr.  Smith  served  as  Assessor  of  Button 
Township,  as  a  member  of  the  Pellsville 
School  Board  for  a  number  of  years  and 
was  a  Trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Clarence,  Ilhnois. 

Harry  R.  Smith,  was  educated  in  the 
Pellsville  School  and  the  Rice  Institute, 
at  Paxton,  Illinois.  In  1895,  he  married 
Miss  Louella  Clements,  daughter  of  Hugh 
C.  Clements,  of  East  Lynn,  Illinois.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  daughters  and 
one  son:  Dorothy  Plackett,  who  lives  in 
Paxton,  Illinois;  Laura  Johnson,  deceased 
in  1955;  Murel  LaBee,  who  lives  on  the 
home  place;  Lois  Weaver,  owner  and 
resident  of  the  home  place;  Harold  C,  of 
Sebastopol,  California;  Fanny  Ransdell, 
of  Evansville,  Indiana;  and  Marion  Seim, 
living  on  a  farm  southwest  of  Paxton, 
lUinois. 

Harry  Smith  was  active  in  community 
affairs,  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Pells- 
ville School  Board  for  several  years,  and 
serving  as  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Clarence,  Illinois,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years. 

Mrs.  Richard  (Lois)  Winger,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Lois  Weaver,  who  with  her  family 
lived  in  Rankin  21  years,  until  recently 
moving  to  Paxton,  also  grew  up  on  her 
great-grandfather's  farm. 

At  present,  there  are  75  living  descend- 
ents  of  the  Harry  R.  Smiths. 


HUGH   M.   McCORMICK 


Hugh  M.  McCormick  was  born  on  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1836,  in  Robinson  Township, 
Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
the  oldest  of  eight  children  bom  to  Ben- 
jamin and  Eleanor  Deemer  McCormick. 
His  parents  came  to  America  from  Lon- 
donderry, Ireland,  in  1735,  and  settled 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Hugh  McCormick  was  educated  in 
public  schools,  at  the  Academy  of 
Hookstown,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Mans- 
field, Pennsylvania.  He  taught  school  for 
several  terms  in  Allegheny  County.  When 
the  Civil  War  broke  out,  he  volunteered 
and  served  under  Capt.  John  Jay  Young, 
and  was  discharged  in  1865. 

He  came  with  his  parents  and  their 
children,  in  April  of  1866,  by  way  of 
Ohio  River,  then  up  the  Wabash  River  to 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  From  there  they 
went  on  horse  back  up  the  Hubbard  Trail 
through  Illinois.  Benjamin,  bought  Boun- 
ty Land  Warrants  in  Illinois,  1 60  acres- 
patent  dated  March  1,  1854.  This  piece 
of  land  was  first  owned  by  a  railroad, 
then  the  McCormicks;  it  borders  Pells- 
ville on  the  west,  and  was  sold  in  1946. 
Also  160  acres  across  the  road.  Patent 
dated  February  10,  1855,  was  purchased 
from  the  U.  S.  Government,  and  is  still 
in  the  McCormick  family,  the  papers  for 
which  were  signed  by  Franklin  Pierce, 
President  of  the  U.  S. 

On  June  13,  1872,  Hugh  was  married 
to  Julia  Ann  Duff  at  Paxton,  by  Rev. 
J.  D.  Whitham.  She  was  born  Nov- 
ember 16,  1848,  in  Richland  Township, 
Logan  County,  Ohio.  She  migrated  to 
the  prairies  of  Illinois,  traveling  by  cov- 
ered wagon  with  her  parents  in  1868.  To 
this  union   eleven   children  were  born: 
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Ella,  John,  William,  Etta,  Hugh,  Eva, 
Walter,  Robert,  Ruth,  Bertha  and  Letitia. 
All  are  deceased  at  this  writing  but  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  Elmer  (Letitia)  Wood- 
worth  of  Paxton.  Eva,  taught  school  in 


Hugh  M.  McCormick 

Rankin,   the  3rd  and  4th  grades,  until 
she  died  in   1910. 

The  boys  would  walk  to  Rankin  and 
sell  cream  and  butter.  They  would  hunt 
rabbits  and  sell  them  for  15^  each.  They 
also  sold  fruit  and  berries  from  the  large 
family  orchard. 

All  of  the  McCormick  children  attend- 
ed Pellsville  School  where  their  father 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and 
served  as  its  President  for  several  years. 
He  was  also  elected  Supervisor,  and  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  the  peace.  He  served 
as  elder  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  for  many  years  before  his  death 
in  1909.  Julia,  died  in  1926,  and  both  are 
buried  in  the  Rankin  Union  Cemetery. 


Mrs.  Hugh  M.  McCormick 

William,  the  only  son  to  marry,  mar- 
ried Dorothy  Cooley,  of  near  Win- 
chester, Illinois.  They  had  one  child, 
Mary  Jo,  (the  last  first  grader  to  attend 
Pellsville  School).  One  June  16,  1957, 
she  married  Jack  Petersen,  son  of  Norvan 
and  Mae  Kamerer  Petersen.  They  reside 
on  a  farm  near  Hoopeston,  and  have 
three  children:  Juhe,  Randy  and  Ste- 
ven. 


JOSEPH  VALENTINE  SNYDER 

Joseph  Valentine  Snyder  came  to  the 
United  States  as  a  young  man  from 
Switzerland.  Here  he  met  and  married 
Eliza  Helbling  near  Ransom,  IlUnois,  and 
they  came  to  this  area  in  1867,  with  a 
team  and  wagon  bringing  their  posses- 
sions. 

They  fu-st  settled  in  the  Reilly  area, 
later  buying  the  present  Snyder  farm 
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west  of  Rankin  in  March  1872  from 
Mason  and  Anna  Wright  just  before  Pells- 
ville  and  Rankin  were  platted. 

Six  children  were  born  to  the  Snyders, 
four  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood. 
William  and  Regina  grew  to  adulthood. 

Regina  attended  school  in  Ottawa 
where  she  lived  with  her  mother's  par- 
ents. She  taught  school  for  a  time,  and 
married  Adam  Auth.  They  lived  south- 
east of  Reilly,  near  Blue  Grass  on  a  farm 
her  parents  owned  until  her  death  in 
1922.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren: Agnes,  Rose,  Minnie,  Kate,  Frank, 
and  Adam,  Jr. 

William  married  Catherine  Sloan  of 
Hoopeston  in  1903,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  three  sons:  Valentine,  Frank 
and  William,  Jr. 

Valentine  married  Helen  Bjorklund 
from  Hoopeston  in  1933.  They  have 
lived  on  the  home  place  since  their  mar- 
riage. They  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Ronald,  Judy,  John  and  Tom. 

Frank  married  Mary  Brooks  from  west 
of  Ellis  in  1932.  They  have  lived  on  the 
farm  bought  from  Oscar  Larson  in  1925 
at  the  west  edge  of  Rankin.  They  have 
five  children:  James,  Lona,  Craig,  Sara, 
and  Mary  D. 


SCHWARTZ-JOHN  -  SEYMOUR 

John  Schwartz,  bom  in  Pennsylvania, 
reared  in  Philadelphia,  moved  first  to 
Ohio  and  1856,  with  his  wife  came  to 
Illinois  settUng  in  what  is  now  the  Reilly 
neighborhood.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwartz 
were  bom  nine  children.  Eleanor  Eliza- 
beth married  Lewis  John,  March  13, 
1856,  and  in  1901  they  moved  to  Ran- 
kin. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  were  bom  De- 
lorma,  Sarah,  Mrs.  R.  J.  Hopper,  S.  A. 
John,  Eva  John  and  Florianus  who  mar- 
ried F.  C.  Seymour. 

Six  Methodist  preachers  were  descend- 
ants of  the  Schwartz  and  John  families. 
Lewis  John  was  reared  in  the  Quaker 
faith  and  believed  in  that  doctrine,  but 
was  a  member  of  the  Rankin  M.  E. 
Church.  He  came  to  Illinois  with  his 
wife,  Eleanor  and  their  children  in  a 
covered  wagon  from  Columbia  County, 
Ohio,  in  1860. 

He  chose  a  farm  southeast  of  Rankin 
in  a  prairie  wilderness  where  wolves, 
deer,  prairie  chickens,  wild  ducks  and 
geese  abounded  in  the  sloughs. 

Once  he  became  lost  as  he  was  return- 
ing from  Paxton  and  as  night  overtook 
him,  he  had  to  fight  off  a  pack  of  wolves. 

After  many  years,  Mr.  John  moved  to 
"Cedar  Croft,"  his  seven-acre  plot  in 
Rankin.  He  had  set  out  800  raspberry 
plants  and  here  he  also  raised  many  other 
fruits  and  vegetables.  Many  old  residents 
remember  their  generously  heaped  con- 
tainers of  small  fruit  as  they  picked  them 
"on  shares." 

"Uncle  John"  believed  in  hard  work 
but  after  decades  of  toil  with  hand  and 
horse  drawn  implements,  he  was  forced 
to  resort  to  power  tools.  He  owned  and 
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operated,  when  he  was  in  his  late  nine- 
ties, one  of  the  first  garden  tractors,  as 
well  as  a  1 909  model,  one-cylinder,  chain 
drive  Brush  automobile. 

His  grand-daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Leah 
Seymour,  lives  in  his  home  in  Rankin. 

He  was  99  years  old  when  he  died. 

Rev,  D.  A.  Schwartz,  bom  in  Ohio 
December  27,  1843,  and  died  in  Rankin 
April  25,  1907. 

He  settled  where  Reilly  now  stands. 
He  was  hcensed  to  preach  in  his  twenty- 
second  year.  He  married  Miss  Ophelia 
Hopper  on  Septmeber  14,  1865.  Two  of 
their  four  children  survived— Albert  E. 
Schwartz  of  Rankin  and  Mrs.  Ophelia 
Harper  in  Jackson  County,  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Lewis  John,  a  brother.  Rev.  W.  H. 
Schwartz   of  Hoopeston. 

William  W.  Seymour  was  born  near 
Marchfield,  Indiana,  October  24,  1848, 
and  died  near  Reilly,  Illinois,  July  6, 
1922.  He  married  Florianus  C.  John 
October  30,  1879.  They  had  three  sons: 
Walter,  Ralph  and  Herbert.  Herbert  mar- 
ried Katherine  Livingood  Perry  in  1895 
and  their  children  were:  Hazel,  Eleanor 
(now  deceased),  and  John  Richard.  Kath- 
erine died  on  May  1,  1923. 

Herbert's  second  wife,  Leah  Shott 
Seymour,  survives  him.  Three  sons  were 
born  to  them:  David,  William  and  Don- 
ald, all  of  whom  are  music  teachers  and 
entertainers. 


JOHN   JONES 

John  Jones  was  born  in  Leicestershire, 
England,  in  1805.  In  1856,  he  with  his 
Mdfe,  Anna  Bourne  and  their  6  children: 
Henry,  Sarah,  Fannie,  Eliza,  Mary  Ann 
and  John,  came  to  America  so  as  to  have 
the  freedom  of  worship.  They  came  by 
boat,  taking  them  one  month  to  cross 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  landing  at  Toronto, 
Canada.  They  later  moved  to  Springdale, 
Iowa,   where  they  lived  two  years. 

In  1858  they  moved  to  Ilhnois  by 
covered  wagon  and  purchased  prairie 
land  near  Reilly  Station  for  $1.50  to  $2 
an  acre.  They  drove  from  their  farm 
to  a  school  house  three  miles  west  of 
Rankin  to  religious  services,  making 
the  trip  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  In 
the  last  years  of  his  life,  John  Jones 
moved  and  set  up  a  store  in  1 864  at  the 
crossroads  one  mile  west  of  Rankin.  He 
walked  once  a  week  to  Paxton  to  pick 
up  the  mail  for  his  customers. 

John  Jones  also  pursued  the  art  of 
blacksmithing,  which  he  had  learned 
from  his  uncle  in  England.  A  son,  Henry, 
was  also  a  blacksmith,  having  a  shop  at 
Blue  Grass,  a  little  town  south  of  Rankin, 
then  at  Pellsville.  The  last  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  at  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois at  Champaign,  Illinois,  as  an  in- 
structor in  the  blacksmith  department. 

Eliza  (Lizzie)  Jones  went  to  the  High 
School  in  Danville  to  prepare  herself  for 
teaching.  She  taught  in  the  Kooter 
School  in  the  timber  of  Pigeon  Grove 
near  Cissna  Park,  and  in  the  Schwartz 
School  near  Rankin.  On  September  24, 
1867,  she  married  Charles  Stamp,  son  of 
Frederick  and  Nancy  (Wait)  Stamp  of 
Watkins,  N.Y. 

Charles  Stamp  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  149th 
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Regiment,  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  Illinois, 
out  of  Danville,  Illinois,  and  served  one 
year  of  picket  duty  under  General  Thom- 
as. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Stamp  started 
housekeeping  in  a  new  three  room  house 
on  80  acres  of  land,  one  mile  west  and 
one-half  south  of  Rankin.  To  this  union 
six  children  were  born:  Rosa,  Frank, 
Arthur,  Grace  and  Ernest.  Charles  died 
September  10,  1897,  and  his  son,  Ernest, 
then  1 1  years  old  helped  his  mother  with 
the  farm  work.  In  1914  Mrs.  Stamp 
moved  to  Rankin  where  she  lived  till  her 
death  on  February  25,  1921. 

Of  her  children,  Rosa  had  died  at  the 
age  of  28  years  in  1896;  Frank  died  in 
1893;  John  married  Lillie  Etchison  and 
moved  to  Loveland,  Colorado,  and  had 
one  son,  Verl.  John's  wife  died  in  1919 
and  he  moved  back  to  the  Rankin  vicini- 
ty and  farmed  the  old  Stamp  homeplace 
after  his  brother  Ernest  married  and 
moved.  Arthur  worked  in  the  shop  on 
the  Lake  Erie  and  Western  Railroad  that 
went  through  Rankin  and  stayed  with  his 
mother  in  Rankin,  also  doing  carpenter 
work.  In  1927  he  married  Mabel  Wait, 
daughter  of  Elbert  and  Clara  (Ketchum) 
Wait.  They  lived  and  farmed  on  the  Wait 
homestead  three  miles  west  and  one  mile 
south  of  Rankin.  His  wife  died  on  May 
21,  1960. 

Grace  married  Edward  J.  Perry,  son 
of  Henry  T.  and  Kate  (Walldike)  Perry 
of  Indiana.  They  first  lived  on  the  Stamp 
homestead,  then  in  the  Clarence,  Rankin 
and  Pellsville  communities.  Mr.  Perry 
worked  on  the  Lake  Erie  and  Western 
Railroad  and  did  carpentry  work.  To 
this  union,  fifteen  children  were  born. 
The  children  are:   Faye,  Lloyd,  Grace, 


Frances,  Jewel,  Arthur,  Carroll,  Emma, 
Pauline,  John,  Laurence,  Frank,  Kenneth, 
Charles  and  Ruth.  They  attended  the 
Pellsville  and  Rankin  schools.  The  daugh- 
ters became  schoolteachers,  teaching  in 
the  surrounding  schools.  The  sons,  young 
in  age,  worked  for  farmers  in  the  com- 
munity for  a  wage  of  $1.75  a  week  and 
received  1  Vii  to  24  a  bushel  for  shucking 
corn  by  hand  with  the  aid  of  a  team  of 
horses  and  wagon.  Grace  Perry  was 
known  as  an  All-American  mother,  for 
she  had  5  sons  who  served  in  the  Armed 
Forces  during  World  War  II.  They  were 
Carroll  in  the  Navy,  Kenneth  in  the 
Coast  Guard,  Frank,  Arthur  and  Lloyd 
in  the  Army. 

Mr.  Perry  died  in  1932  and  she  in 
1970. _^^____ 

ANTON    GITZEN 

Anton  Gitzen,  was  born  in  Germany 
on  October  24,  1836,  and  came  to  the 
U.  S.  with  his  parents  when  he  was  17 
years  old  to  Port  Washington,  Wisconsin. 
He  later  came  to  Ilhnois  to  work  on  the 
farm  of  David  Patton.  While  working 
here  he  met  his  future  wife,  Susan  Kep- 
Unger,  of  Indiana,  who  was  working  for 
Grandma  Patton  at  the  time. 

Anton  and  Susan  were  married  Janu- 
ary 4,  1863,  buying  their  first  plot  of 
land  and  estabhshing  their  home  six 
miles  south  of  Rankin,  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  Route  49  and  the  Rossville  Road. 
Through  the  years,  they  added  to  the 
original  plot. 

To  this  union  there  were  born  seven 
children:  Caroline  Owens,  Charles,  Mar- 
guretta,  Mary  Ereksen,  Bert,  Grace  Lar- 
son, and  Grace's  twin  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. 
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Mrs.  Gitzen  loved  the  faim  and  was 
very  sorry  to  retire  and  move  to  Rankin, 
until  her  husband  reassured  her  that  he 
would  build  a  home  in  town  very  similar 
to  the  one  he  had  built  on  the  farm.  This 
is  the  home  just  south  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  where  the  Larry  Scotts  now 
reside. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gitzen  retired, 
their  son  Bert  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Laura  Judy,  moved  on  the  home  place 
where  they  raised  their  four  children: 
Russell,  Harold,  Pearl  (Mrs.  Glenn  Rob- 
erts), and  Bernice  (Mrs.  William  Mathis). 

Oscar  and  Grace  Larson  were  the 
parents  of  two  children.  Merle  and  Au- 
drey. 


CHARLES  SLOAN 

The  Charles  Sloan  family  moved  to  a 
farm  northeast  of  Rankin  in  1865.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  An- 
drew, John,  William,  James,  Charles  Wes- 
ley, Robert,  George  and  Martha  Jane. 

John  and  William  moved  to  Iowa  and 
farmed.  James,  was  a  farmer  and  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Hill.  Charles 
Wesley  was  a  bachelor,  and  was  the  as- 
sessor for  Butler  Township.  Andrew  was 
an  invalid  and  died  at  age  38.  Robert 
edited  a  newspaper  in  Rankin  and  later 
bought  the  4C  Telephone  Company.  He 
was  the  father  of  Roscoe,  Robert,  and 
Winifred  (wife  of  Lester  Pickard).  George 


farmed  east  of  Rankin  (Carl  Moser's 
place)  and  was  the  father  of  Harlin,  Bess 
Davis  and  Grace  Davis.  Martha  Jane  mar- 
ried Homer  Thom  and  they  raised  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Ryan. 

The  lot  the  Thom  home  was  built  on 
(Robert  Ryan  residence)  belonged  first 
to  the  Railroad  Company  in  1873,  then 
Mr.  Rankin,  then  M.  V.Brickey.  Then  in 
1885  it  was  sold  to  Andrew  Sloan,  uncle 
of  Mattie  Sloan  Thom  and  was  left  to  her 
at  his  death.  The  first  house  was  moved 
to  Dixon  Street  and  is  owned  by  Melvin 
Irvins.  The  house  now  standing  was  built 
in  1910  and  1911. 

Homer  Thom  and  James  A.  Pickard 
came  to  Rankin  in  1900  and  purchased 
the  elevator  and  coal  business.  Mr.  Pick- 
ard sold  his  interest  to  Peter  Johnson, 
who  later  sold  it  to  Mr.  Thom. 


WILLIAM  WRIGHT 

Wilham  and  Sarah  Wright  were  bom  in 
England.  They  came  to  the  United  States 
settling  near  Joliet,  IlUnois,  in  Will  Coun- 
ty. In  1865  they  came  to  the  Rankin 
area  by  covered  wagon. 

To  this  union  were  bom  six  children- 
Tom,  Will,  Bob,  John,  Mary  Ann  (Mollie) 
and  Nellie.  Bob  was  a  carpenter  and  built 
several  houses  in  Rankin,  three  of  which 
still  stand-the  Minnie  Johnson  home, 
Myrtle  Rutledge  home  and  the  Lauter- 
back  home  (Jim  Diskin).  Tom  was  the 
painter  and  paper-hanger  until  he  married 
Cora  Beals  and  started  work  on  the  rail- 
road. John  was  also  a  railroader,  Will  ran 
a  livery  service.  Will  and  Bob  left  the 
Rankin  area  while  still  young  men  for 
the  West.  Mollie  served  as  night  telephone 
operator  for  the  4C  for  34  years.  Mollie 
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married  Charles  Wright  in  Paxton,  Illi- 
nois, May  28,  1895.  She  had  one  son, 
William  (Ike)  Sutton.  He  married  Emma 
Enz  of  Cissna  Park  in  1910.  They  had 
two  children,  Edna  Jo  (Mrs.  Don  Swan- 
son)  and  Curtis,  who  died  due  to  an  acci- 
dent in  1926  at  the  age  of  13.  The  Swan- 
sons  had  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Gary  (Judy) 
Anderson  of  Rankin  and  Mrs.  Ronald 
(Donna  Jo)  Moore,  now  in  Germany. 
Four  great-grandchildren  are  Sherry  Jo 
and  Scott  Moore,  and  Brian  and  Darren 
Anderson.  Emma  Sutton  was  86  June 
15,  1972,  and  is  residing  at  Ford  County 
Nursing  Home,  Paxton,  Illinois, 

Charles  Wright  was  born  in  a  small 
community  south  of  Rankin  known  as 
Blue  Grass,  November  23,  1871,  and 
lived  in  and  around  Rankin  all  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  brick  layer  and  mason. 
Many  homes  in  Rankin  still  have  some 
of  his  handiwork.  He  also  worked  as  a 
miner  in  the  coal  mines  around  Tilton 
and  Danville. 


THE  JACOB  MOUDY  FAMILY 

Jacob  Moudy  was  born  January  29, 
1824  in  Indiana.  He  came  to  the  Danville 
area  while  a  young  man.  He  was  married 
March  25,  1865,  at  Danville,  to  Mary 
Ann  Villars  (born  February  16,  1884 
at  Danville).  Jacob  served  in  the  Civil 
War.  After  the  war  Jacob  and  his 
wife  came  to  the  Rankin  area,  setthng 
approximately  three  miles  south  and  two 
miles  west  of  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Rankin.  Jacob  was  a  farmer  and  he  and 
his  brother  Daniel  lived  on  adjoining 
farms.  He  and  his  wife  had  four  children 
while  they  lived  in  this  area.  Martin 
Luther  (born  March   11,  1868),  Louise 
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(bom  1870,  died  1870),  Joseph  (bom 
1871,  died  1871),  and  Hannah  Jane 
(born   Febmary   9,    1873). 

Hannah  later  married  Issac  Eddy  Ketch- 
um,  and  their  son,  Milo  H.  (Stub)  Ketch- 
um  still  lives  in  Rankin.  He  is  the  father 
of  7  children:  Ruth,  bom  in  1928,  mar- 
ried Stanly  Hunter,  lives  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota;  Norma  Jean,  born  in  1930, 
married  Berwyn  Aaron  lives  in  Frankfort, 
Indiana;  Glenn,  born  in  1932,  married 
Catherine  Crandall,  live  in  Rankin;  Eve- 
lyn, bom  in  1935,  married  Elsworth 
Davis,  lives  in  Gilbert,  Minnesota;  Mary 
Ann,  bom  in  1938,  married  Larry  Scott, 
lives  in  Rankin;  Carol,  bom  in  1940, 
married  Tom  Noble,  died  in  1971  at 
Paxton,  IlHnois;  Gary,  bom  in  1945, 
married  Nancy  Irvin  and  live  in  Sheldon, 
Illinois. 

Jacob  and  his  family  moved  to  Mis- 
souri in  1878  and  resided  there  until 
retuming  to  Illinois  around  1886.  Upon 
their  return  they  settled  in  the  Clarence 
area. 


GEORGE   MARSHALL 

George  Marshall  was  born  February 
27,  1837,  near  Belfast,  Ireland.  He  came 
to  America  in  1856,  and  located  at 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  in  a 
brick  and  tile  factory  three  years.  He 
was  married  in  1859  and  came  to  Illinois 
and  located  near  Jacksonville  on  a  farm. 
He  then  moved  with  his  family  to  Ver- 
milion County  in  1865,  and  located  on 
a  farm  two  miles  southwest  of  Rankin, 
where  he  remained  until  1896,  when  he 
came  to  Rankin,  where  he  lived  until  the 
time  of  his  death. 

He  operated  a  large  grader  and  was 
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foreman  of  a  gang  of  men  and  made  the 
grade  for  the  L.  E.  and  W.  Railroad  from 
Pellsville  to  Hoopeston  when  the  road 
was  built. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  schools  and 
school  work  and  was  school  director  for 
several  years.  He  with  W.  A.  Rankin  and 
Ed  Strong  were  the  first  school  directors 
in  District  No.  8  here  in  Rankin  when 
the  Pellsville  and  Rankin  schools  were 
run  by  one  set  of  directors. 

He  joined  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  in  Pellsville  in  1875,  and  in 
1900  the  Rankin  Lodge  No.  565  present- 
ed him  with  a  25  year  jewel.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Order  46  years  when  he 
died. 

Mrs.  Marshall,  the  former  Maria  Mar- 
shall, was  bom  in  1837  in  Armah  Coun- 
ty, Ireland.  She  came  to  America  in 
1852,  and  came  to  Vermihon  County  in 
1865  with  her  husband  and  family.  They 
had  five  children,  William,  Robert,  Mar- 
garet, Sadie,  and  Anna.  Mrs.  Marshall 
was  a  mother,  neighbor,  nurse,  and  com- 
munity upbuilder.  She  spent  the  last  30 
years  of  her  hfe  in  a  wheel  chair,  until 
her  death  in  April  1921. 

William  married  Helen  Smith,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  13  children. 
Seven  of  these  children  are  still  living: 
Albert,  Rankin;  Helen  Custer,  Rankin; 
Cliff,  Paxton;  Bertha  Farrell,  Frankfort, 
Indiana;  Elizabeth  Davis,  Wilbur,  and 
Vernon,  all  living  in  California.  Those 
deceased  are  Fred,  Edna,  Robert,  Harry, 
Homer  and  Earl.  Mr.  Marshall  was  a  farm- 
er, auctioneer,  and  real  estate  man.  He 
died  in  Rankin,  Illinois,  in  1948. 

Grace  (Chenoweth)  Shepard  is  grand- 
daughter of  George  Marshall. 


WILLIAM  S.  SMITH 

William  S.  Smith  and  his  wife,  Elmira, 
came  to  the  Rankin  area  from  Blooms- 
bury,  New  Jersey  in  early  1872,  settling 
a  little  north  of  Rankin.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children:  Harry,  Clarence, 
Charles,  Helen,  and  Ernest.  Helen  was  the 
mother  of  Albert  Marshall,  and  Helen 
Custer  of  Rankin. 


PATRICK  HENNEBERRY 

Mr.  Patrick  Henneberry  was  bom  in 
1866  near  LaSalle,  Illinois.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1867  the  mother 
and  her  five  children,  three  girls  and  two 
boys,  moved  to  a  farm  half  way  between 
Rankin  and  Cissna  Park. 

Patrick,  the  youngest,  received  a  mini- 
mum of  formal  education,  being  obhged 
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to  go  to  work  at  the  age  of  eleven  and 
thereafter  attending  classes  only  irregu- 
larly. Being  gifted  with  an  insatiable  de- 
sire for  learning,  he  educated  himself 
primarily  through  the  reading  of  history, 
Scripture,  law  and  current  topics. 
Through  the  years,  visits  from  teachers, 
ministers,  priests,  rarely  were  terminated 
without  at  least  one  trip  to  the  Bible, 
Atlas,  dictionary  or  other  reference  book. 
As  a  young  man  he  took  advantage  of 
joining  a  debating  society  in  which  he 
was  challenged  to  study  and  emulate 
those  who  had  better  opportunities  than 
he. 

The  debates  given  in  the  one-room 
country  school  were  popular  Friday  eve- 
ning entertainment  for  the  rural  commu- 
nity and  at  the  same  time  a  means  of 
education.  Association  with  the  affluent 
family  and  friends  of  William  Rankin,  his 
employer,  provided  a  broadening  influ- 
ence. Never  losing  his  interest  in  educa- 
tion, he  worked  in  later  years  as  a 
director  and  sometimes  as  President  of 
the  Rankin  Public  School  Board. 

In  1892,  Patrick  Henneberry  married 
Marcella  Kelly,  and  they  supported  them- 
selves by  farming  until  1901  when  they 
bought  the  McCauley  interest  in  the 
McCauley-Morrow  general  store  in  Ran- 
kin. 

This  store  became  a  center  where  the 
village  men  gathered  in  the  evening  to 
discuss  the  latest  world  news,  plan  politi- 
cal strategy  for  a  coming  election,  and 
make  suggestions  for  a  better  town. 
Since  many  of  the  villagers  were  railroad 
employees  and  traveled  widely,  these 
discussions  became  an  education  forum 
for  the  exchange  of  ideas  and  a  conse- 
quent broadening  of  view  points.  This 
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helped  to  prevent  Rankin  from  becom- 
ing too  provincial. 

Always  a  believer  in  the  American 
Dream,  freedom  of  religion,  of  speech 
and  educational  opportunities,  Patrick 
Henneberry  early  found  out  what  a  strug- 
gle it  is  for  a  member  of  an  unacceptable 
ethnic  or  religious  group  to  make  his  way 
in  the  world.  As  a  school  director,  he 
worked  for  the  complete  elimination  of 
practices  which  had  grown  out  of  reli- 
gious prejudice  and  other  forms  of  dis- 
crimination. 

During  the  several  terms  as  Village 
President,  Patrick  Henneberry  used  his 
energies  to  improve  the  physical  condi- 
tions of  the  town.  He  sponsored  and 
worked  to  have  built  the  first  electric 
light  plant,  arranged  for  a  new  sewage 
system,  provided  a  better  water  supply 
and  secured  for  Rankin  the  advantage  of 
having  the  government  hard  road  pass 
directly  through  the  main  street.  Late  in 
the  fall  of  1933,  when  already  stricken 
with  his  last  illness,  he  travelled  to  Dan- 
ville, Illinois,  with  the  village  officials  to 
obtain  a  share  in  the  governmental  spon- 
sored work  for  the  unemployed  of  the 
town.  These  were  the  days  of  the  Great 
Depression. 

On  February  14,  1934,  Patrick  Hen- 
neberry died  in  the  Paxton  Community 
Hospital.  The  people  of  Rankin  were 
most  generous  in  their  manifestation  of 
sorrow  and  in  deep  appreciation  for  all 
he  had  done,  and  asked  his  son,  James, 
to  complete  the  unexpired  term  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Village  of  Rankin. 


W 
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FERDINAND  CUSTER 


Ferdinand  Custer,  son  of  Josef  Anton 
and  Maria  Helena  Helbling  Custer,  was 
born  September  24,  1845,  in  Jona,  Swit- 
zerland, and  came  to  America  August 
14,  1867.  He  married  Minnie  Boehme 
and  settled  on  a  farm  southwest  of  Ran- 
kin. To  this  union  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren: Mary,  born  February  4,  1875,  mar- 
ried Ubbo  Jerjets,  had  nine  children; 
Minnie,  Enno,  Fred,  Frank,  Charles,  Eli- 
zabeth, Edna,  Helena  and  Tina. 

Frank,  born  February  27,  1876,  mar- 
ried Anna  Morger,  had  six  children:  Flo- 


rence, Lillian,  Carl,  Bertha,  Bernice  and 
Eugene. 

Henry,  born  July  19,  1878,  married 
Leatha  Correll,  had  five  children:  Edna, 
Glenn,  Claude,  Homer  and  Clifford. 

John,  bom  November  15,  1881,  mar- 
ried Lillian  Baumgardner,  had  six  chil- 
dren: Dorothea,  Raymond,  Myrtus,  Joan, 
Stanley  and  Charlotte. 

Charies,  born  October  10,  1891,  mar- 
ried Helen  Marshall,  had  three  children: 
Marvin,  Bernardine  and  Delmar. 

In  later  years  they  moved  to  a  house 
in  Rankin  on  south  Main  Street,  where 
he  died  March  23,  1920,  and  she  on 
January   14,   1916. 


KLIP  AND  KURL  BEAUTY  SALON 
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ALBERT  A.  DORMAN 

Albert  A.  Dorman  was  bom  February 
17,  1846,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Barbara 
Bernhart  Dorman.  He  came  with  his 
parents  and  two  sisters  to  America  in 
1855  settling  in  Ottawa,  Illinois.  They 
moved  to  the  Rankin  area  in  1868,  where 
they  purchased  the  land  four  miles  south 
of  town,  now  owned  by  Tom  McConnel, 
for  $28  per  acre. 

On  March  24,  1882,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Alvina  Brandherm.  To  this 
union  six  children  were  born:  Frank  A,, 
Allie  E.  Carlson,  Bert  J.,  and  Charles.  A 
son,  Robbie  and  daughter,  Vera,  died  in 
early  childhood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorman  lived  south  of 
Rankin  on  the  farm  until  1911  when 
they  had  a  sale  and  moved  to  Rankin  in 
the  house  now  owned  by  the  Len  Oben- 
lands. 

Children  of  Charles  and  Allie  Carlson 
are:  Jack  of  New  Mexico;  Desdamona 
Davis  of  Wakarassa,  Indiana;  Gene,  died 
while  serving  in  the  Navy. 

Children  of  Charles  and  Fern  William- 
son are:  Delmar  of  Sarasota,  Florida,  and 
Vem  of  Decator,  Illinois.  Charles'  second 
wife,  Gladys,  lives  in  Peoria. 

Children  of  Frank  and  Catherine  Rud- 
dy Dorman  are:  Frances  Rydeen  of  Me- 
darysville,  Indiana;  Elizabeth  Hasselbring 
of  Cissna  Park;  and  Paul  of  Decatur. 

The  children  of  Bert  J.  and  Bessie 
Foley  Dorman  are:  Geraldine  Wood  of 
Chrisman,  Illinois;  and  Wilmer  (Bud)  of 
Rankin. 

Albert  Dorman  died  in  1930  and  Al- 
vina in  1952. 


LUDVIG  ERIKSON 

Ludvig  Erikson  was  bom  on  July  8, 
1851,  in  Sweden,  crossing  the  briny 
deep  in  1869,  coming  direct  to  this  state, 
and  locating  in  Paxton,  Illinois.  He  came 
to  the  Rankin  area  later  in  1869,  and 
worked  for  Mr.  W.  A.  Rankin  on  the 
farm  ihree  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Ran- 
kin, now  owned  by  Clarence  Clark,  for 
four  years.  He  then  rented  200  acres  of 
land,  (the  Gary  Johnson  farm)  which  he 
continued  to  cultivate  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  1882,  having  acquired  sufficient 
capital  through  his  earnest  labor  and 
careful  management,  he  purchased  the 
farm  one  mile  north,  and  three  miles 
east  of  Rankin  (where  Glenn  Umban- 
howers  now  live),  for  $25  an  acre. 

There  were  very  few  improvements  on 
the  farm  when  he  purchased,  but  he 
built  most  of  all  the  improvements  there 
are,  also  planted  a  fine  orchard,  and 
many  shade  and  ornamental  trees  around 
the  home.  He  added  tiling  to  improve 
the  land.  He  raised  grain  crops,  raised 
and  fed  about  a  car-load  of  cattle  a  year, 
as  well  as  hogs.  In  connection  with  nine 
others  he  formed  a  company  for  the  im- 
portation and  breeding  of  thoroughbred 
Percheron  and  Shire  horses,  and.  he 
owned    some    of   these. 

Mr.  Erikson  was  married  to  Matilda 
Gustafson  in  February  1879,  a  native  of 
Sweden,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
when  she  was  12  years  old.  Six  children 
were  bom  to  the  Eriksons:  Edward, 
Alice,  Oscar,  Esther,  Alma,  and  Annie. 


In  memory  of  our  grandparents,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  NELS  SWANSON  and 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  LUDVIG  ERIKSON,  early  settlers  in  Rankin  area 

by  Agnes  Swanson  Umbanhower  and  Earl  Swanson 
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R.    K.    RICE 


R.  K.  Rice  was  born  in  Bloomington, 
Indiana,  on  April  30,  1835.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1856  to  Mary  H.  Burks,  and  to 
this  union  eleven  children  were  bom. 
He  married  Mrs.  Nellie  Hedworth  in  1 884. 
Mrs.  Hedworth  Rice  had  two  children, 
one  of  whom  was  Elizabeth  Hedworth 
Nease— grandmother  of  Lorin  Nease. 

Mr.  Rice  entered  the  services  of  his 
country  in  the  Civil  War  in  1862,  serving 
with  Co. I,  82nd  Regiment  of  Indiana. 

In  1870,  the  Rices  moved  from  Indi- 
ana to  a  farm  south  of  Rankin  where  he 
lived  until  he  moved  to  Bedford  City 
Virginia,  in  1897.  They  returned  to  live 
in  Rankin  in  1903,  in  the  house  where 
Bud  and  Lorraine  Dorman  live  now, 
until    his   death   in    1919. 

Elizabeth  Hedworth  married  George 
Nease  in  1 889,  and  they  lived  on  a  farm 
south  west  of  Rankin  until  Mr.  Nease's 
death  in  1899,  She  then  purchased  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Lorin  Nease, 
and  with  her  son,  Thomas,  moved  into 
Rankin  in  1900. 

Elizabeth  Hedworth  Nease  married 
William  Patten  on  June  19,  1926,  and 
moved  into  his  home  next  door  to  the 
north.  She  lived  there  until  his  death, 
and  then  moved  back  into  her  home  until 
her  death  in  1941. 

Nellie  Burtnett  came  from  England 
when  she  was  three  and  a  half  years  old, 
settling  in  Urbana.  She  married  George 
Hedworth  in  1871. 


JOHN  BRENNER,  SR. 

John  Brenner,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  in  1832.  He  came  to 
America  in  1858  and  worked  on  a  farm 
near  Washington,  Illinois. 

In  1858  he  married  Rachel  Geschwind. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Minnie,  John,  Hannah,  and  Daniel,  the 
latter   dying   in  infancy.   Mrs.   Brenner 
died  in  1865. 

In  1867  Mr.  Brenner  married  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Steinberg  who  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Martha.  To  this  union  were  born  ten 
children:  Katherine,  Rachel,  William, 
George,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Emma,  Joseph, 
Bertha  and  Lena  who  died  in  infancy. 

He  purchased  a  farm  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  north  and  two  miles  east  of  Ran- 
kin, in  1 886.  Today  only  the  com  crib 
remains  to  mark  this  site.  Being  a  wet, 
unproductive  wasteland,  one  of  the  first 
needs  of  the  farm  was  to  tile  the  ground. 
The  tile  was  hauled  from  the  tile  factory 
in  Cissna  Park. 

Mr.  Brenner  was  reared  a  Lutheran 
but  he  and  his  family  attended  the  Apos- 
tolic Christian  Church,  he  being  a  very 
devout  man.  He  moved  to  Cissna  Park 
in  1909  where  he  died  in  1912  at 
age  of  80^2  years. 


IRWIN   FAMILY 

In  August  1857  Samuel  S.  Irwin  left 
Bantam,  Ohio,  to  go  "far  west"  to  Ilh- 
nois  "to  gain  a  good  livelihood  in  some 
honest  and  easy  way."  He  became  a 
teacher  at  Camargo  School  at  New  Al- 
bany, Illinois. 

A  small  black  leather  diary  reveals  his 
feelings  in  regard  to  the  prairie:  Sept.  1- 
seen  a  prairie  for  the  first  time,  nice  as  a 
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woman;  Sept.  3— came  to  Albany  today. 
This  is  the  fairest  portion  of  the  earth  I 
have  ever  seen  for  farming;  Oct.  17— saw 
a  big  plow  today  for  cutting  ditches 
drawn  by  1 6  yoke  of  oxen.  This  is  the 
largest  team  I  ever  saw. 

For  ready  money  he  became  a  brick 
burner  during  the  balance  of  the  summer, 
paying  $2  a  week  for  board,  and  during 
the  winter  he  taught  the  Camargo  School 
at  New  Albany.  In  spite  of  a  building 
which  was  sometimes  unheated  even  in 
zero  weather,  he  increased  the  enroll- 
ment to  a  degree  which  required  a  Miss 
Colvin  as  an  assistant. 

According  to  his  daughter,  Annie, 
(died  in  1959,  age  90)  many  young  men 
came  to  the  prairie,  surveyed  the  land  in 
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fair  weather,  and  taught  school  during 
the  winter.  Samuel  surveyed  for  the  plat- 
ting of  Mattoon  and  years  later  Annie 
gave  his  surveyors'  chain  to  the  historical 
society  there  during  a  centennial  ob- 
servance. 

He  was  a  captain  in  the  Union  Army 
and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  at  Pells- 
ville  following  that  conflict.  He  married 
Sarah  Noyes  in  Mattoon  in  1868,  and 
they  came  to  Rankin  with  their  children 
after  1875,  when Pellsville  declined.  Sam- 
uel's story  includes  both  business  and 
cultural  pursuits. 

In  the  Irwin-Noyes  backgound  were 
captains  of  Yankee  Clipper  ships,  early 
physicians,  poets,  scholars  and  such  bene- 
factors as  Cousin  Emily  Greene  Balch, 
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Wellesley  professor  and  Nobel  Peace 
Prize    winner   in    1946. 

To  the  Irwins  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: Annie,  Annette  and  William,  all  of 
whom  were  great  photographers.  To  An- 
nette it  became  a  profession  and  with 
Annie  she  opened  a  craft  and  photo- 
graphy studio.  To  her  we  are  indebted 
for  the  image  of  Rankin  and  environs  as 
captured  by  her  camera. 

William  was  selected  to  engineer  the 
installation  of  food  machinery  in  a  fac- 
tory in  Russia  immediately  after  World 
War  I  at  the  request  of  the  new  regime. 

Annie  taught  from  1900  to  1904  at 
the  Biltmore  School  in  North  Carohna. 
George  W.  Vanderbilt  built  and  operated 
the  school  for  mountain  children  and  in 
that  time  encouraged  an  atmosphere 
which  to  this  day  would  be  considered 
as  "progressive."  Miss  Kate  Carman, head- 
mistress, selected  her  because  she  "had 
not  been  under  the  influence  of  teacher 
training  institutions  of  that  time.  Miss 
Carman  was  well  acquainted  with  William 
and  Henry  James,  noted  psychologists, 
and  studied  and  taught  in  both  France 
and  Germany. 

No  report  cards  were  used,  but  chil- 
dren were  graded  according  to  the  effort 
they  made  in  relation  to  their  ability, 
and  notes  were  carried  home  to  the  par- 
ents two  or  three  times  a  year.  The  boys 
were  taught  shop  work  and  built  a  house 
which  the  girls  furnished.  They  all  learned 
such  things  as  gardening,  basket  weaving 
from  native  materials,  woodcarving,  for- 
estry, electricity,  sewing  and  many  things 
about  their  interests. 

It  was  here  on  this  vast  wooded  moun- 
tain that  the  American  Forestry  Associ- 
ation was  bom  with  all  of  its  values  for 


school  children.  Foresters  and  a  professor 
from  the  Black  Forest  in  Germany  were 
summoned  to  perpetuate  the  surround- 
ings. Columbia  University  notables, 
Thomdike,  and  G.  Stanley  Hall  with 
their  associates  came  frequently  to  learn 
and  to  guide. 

To  the  school  children  of  Rankin,  she 
with  her  generously  shared  habitat— a 
naturalist's  paradise— was  the  greatest  of 
resource  persons. 

A  museum  in  the  belfry  room  of  the 
elementary  school  was  furnished  with  her 
collection  of  dolls  (some  dating  from 
colonial  times),  Indian  rehcs.  Civil  War 
and  Yankee  Clipper  Ship,  unpublished 
letters  by  Whittier,  a  Chinese  collection 
and  text  books  dating  back  to  the  1850's. 
The  Irwin  home  still  stands  and  is  owned 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Theesfeld,  in 
which  they  dwell. 


BENJAMIN  H.  HUNT 

Benjamin  H.  Hunt  was  born  near 
Springfield,  Ohio,  October  23,  1838.  He 
came  with  his  parents,  one  brother  and 
six  sisters  to  Menard  County,  Illinois, 
when  he  was  eight  years  old. 

On  February  8,  1866,  Benjamin  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Stollard,  and  moved  to 
Paxton,  Illinois.  In  the  spring  of  1872, 
they  moved  to  their  farm  two  miles  east 
and  two  and  one  half  miles  south  of 
Rankin,  where  they  lived  for  37  years. 
To  this  union  were  born  one  son,  Harry, 
and  three  daughters,  Anna  Diebert;  Alice 
Chenoweth;  and  Mary  Knox. 

During  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Hunt  served 
his  country  as  a  soldier  for  three  years  as 
a  member  of  the  73rd  IHinois  Volunteers. 


VERNON  CLAUS 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
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During  this  service  he  took  part  in  21 
battles  from  October  8,  1862  to  Decem- 
ber 16,  1864.  They  were  Perryville,  Stone 
River,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge, 
Rocky  Face,  Resaca,  Calhoun,  Adairs- 
ville,  Dallas,  Lost  Mountain,  Burnt  Hick- 
ory, Kenesaw  Mountain,  Nickajack  Creek, 
Crossing  of  the  Chattahoochie,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Lovejoy, 
Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and  Nashville. 


Harry  and  Bessie  Hunt  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children:  Forest  of  Cham- 
paign; Grandin  of  Rankin;  Gladys  Burk- 
lund,  Paxton;  Doris  Grimes,  Des  Plaines. 
Joseph  and  Anne  Diebert  had  one  daugh- 
ter. Vera  Scott,  living  in  Oregon.  Clinton 
and  Alice  Chenoweth  had  four  children. 
Earl,  Bertha  Whitley,  Elsie  Nease,  and 
Bessie  Reed  with  Bertha  being  the  only 
surviving  member  of  this  family. 


The  Benjamin  Hunts 


In  Memory  of 

MR.  &  MRS.  HARRY  HUNT 
Forrest  Hunt,  Grandin  Hunt,  Gladys  Burkland,  Doris  Grimes 
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BRYAN   REILLY 


The  area  first  settled  by  John  Henry 
Schwartz  Hes  contiguous  to  and  closely 
related  to  the  history  of  Rankin. 

In  1875  Bryan  and  Mary  Reilly  pur- 
chased the  farm  there,  now  owned  by 
Mrs.  Violet  Jones  of  Hoopeston  and 
tenanted   by   the  Grandin  Hunts. 

To  the  Reillys  were  born  three  sons: 


John,  who  died  early  in  Ufe,  Dennis,  a 
grain  broker  at  Hoopeston;  and  William 
Bert  or  "Bert"  as  he  was  popularly 
known.  Bert  with  his  bride  of  a  short 
while,  Eugenia  Mulcahy,  returned  here 
from  a  brief  residence  in  Waverly,  Iowa, 
in  1913  to  take  over  and  operate  the 
family  farm. 

In  1903,  when  the  C.  8c  E.  I.  branch 
line   was  built,   a  small   comer  of  the 


In  Memory  of  W.  B.  "Bert"  REILLY 
by  Grandsons 
John  and  Doug  Higgins 
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Reilly  farm  was  required.  The  Station 
Reilly  was  named  for  the  family  who 
furnished  the  land.  The  spur  ran  south 
of  Watseka  through  Reilly  and  Villa 
Grove   to   St.   Louis. 

Dennis  Reilly  married  Miss  Bridget 
Mulcahey  in  April,  1889;  thus  the  two 
surviving  Reilly  brothers  married  sisters, 
also  contemporaries  of  the  founders  of 
Rankin. 

To  the  Bert  Reillys  were  born  John, 
who  died  while  in  high  school,  and  Mary, 
wife  of  Paul  Higgins,  who  live  in  Rankin 
with  their  two  sons,  John  and  Douglas. 


WALTER  CHAPMAN  FRANKLIN 

Walter  Chapman  FrankHn,  born  1867 
in  Chicago,  died  December  14,  1931,  at 
Rankin.  He  was  the  depot  agent  for  the 
L.  E.  &  W.  Railroad  for  43  years.  He 
married  June  12,  1889,  Leura  Alice  West- 
fall  born  in  1864  at  Montmorenci,  Indi- 
ana. They  had  three  daughters:  Lucy 
Westfall,  born  in  1890  who  married 
Stanley  Green  living  in  Whitewater,  Wis- 
consin. Elizabeth,  born  in  1894,  lives  in 
Sun  City,  Arizona.  Cora  Ellis,  born  in 
1896,  married  Raymond  Bear  and  lives 
in  Ludlow,  Ilhnois.  All  three  daughters 


WALTER  FRANKLIN  Home  with  Lucy,  Elizabeth  and  Cora. 
Present  Owner-Mayor  Frank  Karlock 


BUD  BAUER 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
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were  long-term  teachers.  Cora  belongs  to 
the  Half  Century  Club  in  ISNU  and  Lucy 
likewise,  in  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  from 
Indiana  University. 

When  the  Franklin  family  came  to 
Rankin  a  new  era  of  progress  was  begin- 
ning for  the  town  and  they  were  tireless 
in  promoting  all  civic  improvement.  Mrs. 
Frankhn  was  the  first  district  president 
of  Woman's  Club  after  federation.  She 
held  long  term  presidencies  in  her  church 
and  in  wartime  organizations  receiving 
citations  for  her  efforts. 

Daughter  of  a  cattleman  farmer  in 
Indiana,  she  attended  Asbury  College 
which  later  became  DePauw  University. 

Always  on  a  little  table  in  her  living 
room  rested  the  latest  issue  of  the  Kappa 
Kappa  Gamma  Journal.  The  bookshelf, 
shared  with  young  people,  contained 
such  treasures  as  bound  volumes  of  co- 
lonial periodicals.  Family  paintings  of 
the  same  period  adorned  the  walls.  Gift- 
ed with  a  lyric  soprano  voice,  she  sang 
freely  with  well  organized  choirs. 

Most  practical  of  women— if  the  church 
burned  down,  one  simply  put  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  built  a  new  one.  In  her 
last  appearance  at  a  church  society  din- 
ner, suffering  from  terminal  illness,  she 
rose  with  difficulty  to  give  this  brief  re- 
sponse to  request,  "My  young  friends, 
work  while  you  can;  comes  a  time  to  us 
all  when  we  can't." 


BURDAN-CARLON 

John  Burdan  came  from  Ireland,  a 
sailor  whose  ship  plied  between  Dublin 
and  Stockholm,  and  later,  when  gold 
was  discovered,  to  Australia.  He  married 
Bridget  Kelly  and  came  to  the  United 
States.  They  bought  land  first  at  Seneca, 


later  near  Rankin  in   1869.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Myrtle  and  Genevieve. 

Philip  Carlon,  Sr.,  came  from  County 
Cavan,  Ireland,  to  Halifax,  Canada.  He 
walked  five  hundred  miles  to  Boston, 
where  he  was  employed  and  married, 
later  coming  to  Crete,  Illinois,  and  farm- 
ing. He  sold  this  farm  and  bought  land 
near  Rankin  in  1871.  There  were  four 
children:  James,  Ellen,  Mary  and  Philip, 
Clarence  Carlon  is  the  son  of  James,  and 
married  Myrtle  Burdan.  They  have  two 
children:  Edith,  who  married  Dr.  EH 
Samet  and  they  live  in  Chicago;  John 
married  Patricia  Honsa,  both  attorneys, 
living  in  Bloomington  with  their  sons, 
Mark  and  James. 

Both  the  Carlons  and  Burdans  bought 
their  land  from  an  eastern  land  company. 


DAN  WOODARD 

Dan  Woodard  came  from  Hoopeston 
to  Rankin  in  1888,  returning  to  Hoopes- 
ton to  marry  Pearl  Burton.  He  brought 
her  to  Rankin  to  make  their  home  and  to 
start  his  barber  shop.  At  that  time  the 
barber  shop  was  on  the  east  side  of  Main 
Street  where  the  Shepard  Grocery  later 
was  located.  He  moved  across  the  street 
to  the  present  location  in  1893,  a  build- 
ing that  had  been  moved  from  Pellsville. 

The  Woodards  had  eleven  children: 
Fay,  Lula,  Dale,  Pearl,  Dorothy,  Helen, 
Bess,  Arthur,  Ollie,  Robert  and  Donald. 

Art  is  well  remembered  as  "our  bar- 
ber" for  many  years,  having  started 
working  as  a  young  boy  in  his  dad's 
shop.  In  1971,  Art  was  guest  of  honor  at 
an  "Art  Woodard  Day"  held  at  the  Le- 
gion Home  in  Rankin,  where  many  of 
his  relatives  and  friends  gathered  to 
honor   him. 


BOB  HOFER 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


DR.  FLEMING  LIGGETT 

Dr.  Fleming ;  Lorestan  Liggett  was 
born  September  30,  1872,  at  Dwight, 
and  died  May  17,  1938,  at  Rankin.  He 
married  Martha  Foster  Westfall  June  15, 
1904;  she  was  born  November  19,  1873, 
and  died  August  30,  1937,  at  Rankin. 
They  had  three  children;  Frances,  EHza- 
beth,  Fleming  Lorestan  and  Leura 
Margaret. 


MURRAY  CUTLER  FAMILY 

W.  Murray  Cutler  came  to  work  at  the 
Rankin  Whitham  &  Co.  Bank  in  1897. 
He  graduated  from  the  Sullivan,  Indiana, 
High  School  in  May  1895  while  his  fath- 
er. Rev.  W.  A.  Cutler,  held  a  pastorate 
there  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
Rev.  Cutler  served  as  pastor  from  May 
27,  1989,  to  December  17,  1916.  The 
elder  Cutlers  had  two  other  sons.  Rev. 
Everett  C.  Cutler,  who  held  a  pastorate 
at  Clarence,  Illinois,  and  Arthur  Cutler, 
a  lawyer  at  Sullivan,  also  a  daughter, 
Grace. 
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Murray  married  Madge  Williams,  niece 
of  Mrs.  John  F.  Campbell,  on  May  8, 
1900.  In  1901  they  moved  into  the 
Campbell  home  following  the  death  of 
the  owners,  who  are  shown  in  the  pic- 
ture. 

The  Cutlers  had  a  son,  Wilham,  living 
at  Freeport,  who  married  Martha  Sanks 
of  Decatur.  Their  children  are  James  and 
Cheryl. 

Geraldine,  a  teacher,  married  Robert 
McNeil,  Civil  Engineer  at  Watseka.  They 
have  two  daughters. 

Margaret  married  Bob  Lustfelt  and 
they   have   a   daughter,   Heather   Day. 

Susan  is  teaching  in  Austraha. 

Some  of  the  fondest  memories,  ac- 
cording to  Geraldine,  are  of  the  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  meetings  on  Sunday  eve- 
nings at  the  Presbyterian  Church  fol- 
lowed by  a  bobsled  ride.  The  sleds  had  a 
way  of  terminating  at  the  Columbian 
Hotel  where  the  parents  met  their  young 
folks  to  serve  hot  chocolate  and  food  be- 
fore taking  them  home. 

Below:  The  W.  MURRAY  CUTLER  HOME 


CORN  BELT  HATCHERIES  OF  ILLINOIS,   INC. 

125  South  Sangamon  Avenue 

Gibson  City,  Illinois 
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JOHN  FRETTY  CAMPBELL 


John  Fretty  Campbell  was  born  in 
Monongalia  County,  West  Virginia  in 
1821  of  Scotch-Irish  stock.  His  early  Hfe 
was  spent  on  a  farm  and  working  on  tow- 
boats  upon  the  canal  and  river. 

He  came  to  Edgar  County,  Illinois,  in 
1846  and  settled  near  Paris.  He  was 
married  first  to  Elisabeth  David,  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1847.  She  was  born  in 
Vermilion  County  in  1827  and  died  in 
1849.  Jennie  was  born  to  them.  Mr. 
Campbell  married  in  1860,  Margaret  Bax- 


ter, who  was  bom  in  Shelby  County,  In- 
diana. They  were  the  parents  of  Virginia 
Edwards,  the  mother  of  Lucy  Edwards 
Dodd    of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Campbell,  a  volunteer  in  the  12th 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  served  in  the 
Civil  War. 

The  Campbells  came  to  Rankin  in 
1872  and  built  the  first  hotel-The 
Campbell  House,  "the  finest  in  the  coun- 
ty outside  of  Danville." 

Mr.  Campbell  was  a  member  of  the 
GAR;  OES;  and  AF  &  AM  No.  725.  He 
died  September  22,  1902,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Rankin  Cemetery. 


Far  left:  J.  F.  Campbell,  M.  Baxter  Campbell,  Frank  Finney.  In  front  of  door:  George  Edwards  and 
wife  Virginia  C.  (Campbell).  Picture  taken  before  1878,  loaned  by  Virginia  Dodd  Lewis, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Lucy  (Edwards)  Dodd. 


DR.  TOM  MAUDLIN 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
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PATTON-FLAGG 

David  Patton  was  born  December, 
1815,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Pat- 
ton  at  Ross  County,  Ohio.  They  moved 
to  Park  County,  Indiana,  when  David 
was  three.  They  moved  to  Fountain 
County,  Indiana,  in  1823  where  they 
were  living  when  David  married  Jane 
Cade  in  December  1844.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Cade, 
and  was  born  in  Fountain  County,  Indi- 
ana. 

They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  J.  W.  Flagg;Mrs.  C.  A.  Lamb; 


Mrs.  David  Cade;  William;  Samuel;  Frank- 
lin; Charles;  and  LaFayette.  The  Pattons 
came  to  Illinois  with  their  family  in 
November,  1854,  and  began  their  home 


on  480  acres  of  choice  land,  three  miles 
south  and  two  and  a  half  miles  west  of 
Rankin.  Neighbors  were  scarce,  and 
homes  were  far  apart.  With  all  the  work 
pioneer  living  calls  for,  such  as  spinning, 
weaving,  and  sewing,  Mrs.  Patton  still 
had  time  to  help  a  sick  or  troubled  neigh- 
bor. Church  and  school  were  her  special 
care,  and  she  organized  the  building  of 
the  "new"  Pleasant  Grove  Church.  The 
Pattons  are  buried  in  the  Patton  Ceme- 
tery along  with  some  of  their  children 
and  famihes.  Five  ministers  participated 
at  her  funeral,  following  her  death  in 
1921. 

William  T.  Patton  was  a  son  of  the 
David  Pattons.  He  was  married  to  Fan- 
nie Flagg  in  November  1875.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Mary  Ann 
Jarvis  Flagg,  coming  with  her  parents, 
and  seven  brothers  and  sisters  to  this 
area  in   1859. 

William  attended  Jacksonville  College 
in  1865,  and  later  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois. The  Pattons  were  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Ada,  David,  Charles,  Carrie, 
Elsie,  and  one  child  died  in  infancy. 

James  William  Flagg  married  Martha 
I.  Patton,  daughter  of  the  David  Pattons. 
To  this  union  were  born  two  sons,  David 
Ross  in  1880,  and  Will  in  1885,  now  re- 
siding in  Florida.  He  bought  the  land 
now  known  as  the  Flagg  farm,  (where 
Don  Horton  resides)  from  his  mother-in- 
law  on  March  22,  1 88 1 .  He  died  in  1 934. 
Ross  Flagg  was  married  to  Faye  Cor- 
bley  (daughter  of  Henry  and  Julia  Web- 
ber Corbley)  in  1907.  They  had  two 
daughters,  Elizabeth  Kemp  of  Wood- 
stock, Illinois,  and  Mildred  Beadles  of 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  They  resid- 
ed on  the  farm  four  miles  south  and  two 
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miles  west  of  Rankin  until  their  retire- 
ment in  1957  when  they  moved  into 
Rankin  in  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Richard  Bushue,  the  year  of  their  Gold- 
en Wedding  Anniversary.  Ross  died  in 
1963,  and  Faye  died  in  1968,  being 
buried  in  the  Paxton  Cemetery. 


GRIMM-YOUNG 

John  and  Mary  Grimm  came  from 
Germany,  were  married  in  St.  Louis,  set- 
tling in  Washington,  lUinois,  then  Rankin 
in  1875,  where  they  purchased  the  land 
now  known  as  the  Oran  Young  Home- 
stead from  David  and  Sarah  Rankin. 
Both  are  buried  in  the  East  Lynn  Ceme- 


tery. They  are  the  parents  of  one  girl- 
Mary  Christan. 

Oran  Young  married  Mary  Christan 
Grimm  in  1870  and  settled  where  the 
Carl  Andersons  live.  They  drank  slough 
water,  there  being  no  wells.  They  had 
eight  children:  George,  John,  Ann,  Mary, 
Lottie,  Orrin,  Eva,  and  Frank,  who  was 
raised  by  grandparents  Grimm.  Frank 
and  Eva  were  the  only  two  to  marry. 
Eva  married  Louis  Jurgens  and  had  one 
daughter— Imogene.  Upon  Eva's  death, 
Mary  took  the  child  to  raise,  and  she 
died  four  years  later  at  the  age  of  seven. 
Only  Orrin  and  Mary  survive  today. 

Oran,  Sr.,  built  the  house  and  barn  on 
the  land.  The  lumber  for  the  barn  was 


YOUNG  (original  home)  Mary  (mother),  Anna,  Orrin,  John,  Mary,  Eva,  Father,  Lottie,  George 


EMIL  KUEBLER 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


purchased  for  $400  and  shipped  from 
Chicago  to  Paxton  by  rail.  It  was  white 
pine,  and  is  pinned  with  wooden  pins. 
The  barn  was  built  the  same  year  Orrin 
was  born— 1887. 


ROBERT  MORGER,  SR. 

Robert  Morger,  Sr.,  was  bom  in  Zu- 
rich, Switzerland,  on  February  15,  1850. 
He  came  to  the  U.  S.  in  1871  settling 
near  Rankin.  He  came  to  town  in  1874 
when  he  married  Anna  Dorman,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Barbara  Benhart  Dor- 
man. 

Mr.  Morger  was  a  progressive  farmer 
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and  did  much  toward  the  advancement 
of  the  Rankin  Community.  He  pur- 
chased the  farm  VA  miles  south  of  Ran- 
kin now  owned  by  the  Charles  Kenners, 
later  purchasing  the  adjoining  farm  owned 
by  William  McDevitt. 

To  this  union  were  born  nine  children: 
Barbara  Custer;  Mary  Auth;  Eliza 
Boehme;  Anna  Custer;  Joseph  Morger; 
Albert  Morger;  Robert  Morger;  Frank 
Morger  and  Lucille  Marshall. 

He  retired  from  active  farm  labor  in 
1908  and  moved  into  Rankin  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Helen  Custer, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  Febru- 
ary 1926. 


IN  MEMORY  OF  MR.  &  MRS.  ROBERT  MORGER,  Sr. 

by  Lawrence  A.  Morger  Family 

Rankin,  Illinois 
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Churches 


PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH 

David  and  William  R.  Rankin  wished 
to  have  churches  built  in  their  town 
of  Rankin,  and  headed  a  subscription 
which  was  dated  September  30,  1872, 
with  $700  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Rankin.  They  also  agreed  to  donate  two 
town  lots  when  the  town  was  surveyed. 
This  in  connection  with  the  faith  that 
the  majority  of  the  congregation  had  in 
the  success  of  the  town  of  Rankin  set- 
tled the  question  as  to  where  the  church 
should  be  built.  The  church  building  was 
not  completed  until  the  next  summer.  It 
was  dedicated  June  22,  1873.  Rev.  Richie 
pastor  of  the  U.  P.  Church  of  Paxton 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  to  a 
crowded  house. 
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Rev.  Whitham  resigned  and  Rev.  J.  T. 
Torrence  was  settled  as  pastor  and  re- 
mained for  several  years.  He  was  the  last 
settled  pastor  the  congregation  had.  This 
church  was  the  first  church  erected  in 
Rankin,  with  the  Methodist  Church  be- 
ing erected  in  1874.  Due  to  the  moving 
of  most  of  the  congregation,  the  unit 
was  disbanded,  but  was  reorganized  Nov- 
ember 1889  with  J.  S.  Hewins,  Ora  Hew- 
ins,  S.  S.  Irwin,  Sarah  Irwin,  Margaret 
Westbery  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Sprague  the 
original   members. 
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PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH   MANSE 


UNITED   PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH 


LEVI   YOUNG 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
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In  May  of  1899,  a  congregational 
meeting  was  held  and  they  elected  a  com- 
mittee to  tend  to  the  duties  of  having 
the  Church  repaired  and  redecorated. 
New  papering,  painting,  steam  heating, 
lighting  and  a  new  carpet  enhanced  the 
beauty  of  the  sanctuary. 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

At  the  time  of  the  first  religious  serv- 
ices conducted  by  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal denomination  were  held  in  Rankin 
around  November  1872,  the  town  con- 
sisted of  eight  or  ten  residences,  a  general 
store  and  also  a  lumber  yard,  and  a 
blacksmith  shop.  The  first  services  were 


held  by  Rev.  Musgrove,  who  was  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Pleasant 
Grove,  in  a  hall  over  Mr.  Scott's  general 
store.  A  school  house  was  built  early  in 
1873,  and  after  the  store  burned  some- 
time in  the  summer,  services  were  held  in 
the  school  house  until  the  church  was 
built  in  1874. 

The  first  church  was  a  long  building 
with  a  tall  belfry  dignifying  the  front 
over  the  entrance.  The  one  long  room 
was  remodeled  to  include  a  League  room, 
a  kitchen  and  dining  room. 

About  one  o'clock  on  Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1911,  this  church  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  Official  Board  decided  to 
build  a  new  church.  Under  the  leader- 
ship of  Rev.  Cusie,  the  church  was  built 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1912,  the 
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church  which  stands  on  the  north  part  of 
town  today. 

The  first  residence  used  in  Rankin  as  a 
parsonage  was  directly  across  the  street 
east  of  the  church.  Later  the  church  pur- 
chased a  residence  on  Dixon  Street. 
Around  1894  under  the  Rev.  DuBois,  a 
new  parsonage  was  erected  on  the  lot 
just  north  of  the  church.  The  land  on 
which  the  church  and  parsonage  are  lo- 
cated were  given  to  the  Methodist  Church 
by  Mr.  W.  A.  Rankin  who  was  a  Metho- 
dist. 

The  bell,  although  it  went  through  a 
fire  and  fell,  retained  its  sweet  tone. 
During  a  second  fall,  however,  it  was 
broken.  The  present  bell  was  purchased 
when  the  Free  Methodist  Church  was 
torn  down. 

May  22,  1938,  marked  the  first  Sun- 
day of  the  combining  of  the  Rankin 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  Rev.  Kermit  Gregory  as  the 
Minister.  The  Presbyterians  continued 
with  their  own  Sunday  School  until  on 
April  3,  1941,  when  they  disbanded  and 
on  April  6,  1941,  the  Sunday  School 
merger  was  completed. 

About  this  time  the  Schwartz  Church 
also  disbanded,  and  the  pulpits  from  all 
three  churches  were  used;  one  on  each 
side  of  the  platform,  and  one  down  in 
front  of  the  raiUng  as  a  Communion 
Table. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  building  the 
heating  plant  has  been  changed  from  a 
hand-fired  furnace  to  a  stoker  controlled, 
to  a  new  gas  furnace  which  now  supplies 
our  heat. 

The  Chancel  was  divided  under  Rev. 
Erwin  Pratt's  ministry.  The  chandeliers 
in  the  auditorium  came  from  the  theater 


in  Rankin,  and  during  the  1930's  when 
it  was  torn  down,  the  Church  pur- 
chased them  and  replaced  the  fish-bowl 
type  of  light  then  used. 

Makeshift  beginnings  above  stores  and 
in  school  buildings  to  the  present  struc- 
ture mark  the  centennial  year  for  the 
Methodists. 

Ministers    of   the    Rankin   Methodist 

Church  were: 


W.  H.  Musgrove 
W.  A.  Crawford 
J.  D.  Botkin 
I.  Groves 
W.  H.  Davis 
B.  F.  Hyde 
F.  Poorman 
J.  A.  Burks 
A.  Campbell 
D.  A.  Grime 
N.  H.  Kane 
Thornton  Clark 

J.  0.  Collins 

A.  WiUard 

E.  M.  Jeffers 

A.  Wells 

D.  G.  DuBois 
J.  C.  Enninger 
T.  0.  Baty 

S.  H.  Huber 

W.  E.  Thompson 

E.  H.  Fuller 
Mark  White 
C.N.Cain 


H.  C.  Augustus 

H.  G.  Floreth 

H.  F.  Cusie 

W.  F.  Hunter 

J.  C.  Bell 

W.  A.  Phillippe 

Alfred  Wicks 

A.  H.  McConnell 

A.  S.  Weiss 

J.  R.  WarUck 

S.  L.  Myers 

John  M.  Judy 
Floyd  E.  Brewer 
Kermit  Gregory 
Ralph  E.  Jasper 
J.  W.  Dees 
Erwin  Pratt 
Kenneth  Winters 
Deane  R.  Williams 
James  Friesner 
Thomas  Brown 
Wayne  E.  Armbrust 
Wilbert  Marzahn 
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LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

Shortly  after  the  Civil  War,  there  was 
a  large  influx  of  Scandinavian  peoples 
into  the  area  around  Paxton.  Many  of 
these  settled  in  and  around  Rankin  in 
the  late  1860's.  They  met  in  various 
homes  for  their  religious  services,  and 
then  in  1875,  Dr.  R.  N.  Hasselquist, 
President  of  the  Augustana  College  and 
Theological  Seminary,  then  located  in 
Paxton,  Illinois,  organized  at  the  request 
of  the  people,  what  was  known  as  the 
Swedish  Evangehcal  Lutheran  Church  of 
Rankin.  There  were  forty-six  charter 
members  who  followed  the  lead  of  Dr. 
Hasselquist  in  organizing  the  congrega- 
tion. 

At    first    services   were   held   month- 
ly in  the  school  house  at  Rankin.  Sunday 


School  was  held  in  the  homes.  The  pastor 
or  student  preacher  from  the  college  was 
brought  here  from  Paxton  and  returned 
on  a  hand  car  over  the  Lake  Erie  and 
Western  Railroad.  Later  on  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  then  vacant,  was 
rented  by  the  congregation  for  services, 
as  they  had  no  building  of  their  own 
until  in   1885. 

In  the  year  1878,  the  congregation 
bought  the  school  property  belonging  to 
District  No.  4  for  $500.  Rankin  shared  a 
pastor  with  Beaver  and  Farmerville. 

The  congregation  had  no  manse  at  the 
time,   so   they   rented   Peter   Swenson's 
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home  after  his  death  (the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  Sophia  Lutz).  Through  the 
early  years  of  this  church  they  shared 
with  Attica,  Indiana,  and  Clarence,  Illi- 
nois. Clarence  later  united  with  Rankin 
in  1900. 

At  this  time  the  school  house  was  re- 
modeled and  a  vestibule  and  tower  built, 
a  platform  was  built  in  the  front  chancel 
and  both  the  altar  and  pulpit  were  made. 
Later  on  pews  were  added.  In  1913,  the 
old  frame  church  was  sold  to  the  Free 
Methodist  people  and  moved  to  the 
southeast  part  of  town,  since  the  present 
brick  church  was  built  in  that  year. 


HOLY  TRINITY  CHURCH 

The  early  Catholic  settlement  north  of 
Rankin  extended  probably  six  miles 
north,  and  five  or  six  miles  east  and  west 
of  what  is  now  Route  49,  and  was  popu- 
lated by  mostly  Irish  descent.  This  set- 
tlement was  known  as  "Dubhn."  Some 
of  this  land  was  purchased  as  early  as 
1872,  and  some  earlier.  The  purchasers 
had  come  to  the  U.  S.  with  families  in 
the  1850's.  By  covered  wagons  and 
horses,  they  came  to  Ilhnois,  settling 
near  the  Illinois  River  in  Grundy  and  La- 
Salle  Counties.  As  time  went  on  the 
youth  of  these  settlers  grew  to  manhood 
and  sought  to  find  homes  in  Iroquois 
and  Vermilion  Counties,  moving  by  team 
and  wagon  or  horse-back,  sometimes  in 
groups,  branding  their  cattle,  bringing 
them  together  into  large  herds  and  driv- 
ing them  on  foot  or  horseback.  One  of 
these  branding  irons  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  Clarence  Carlons.  They  measured 
the  sections  of  land  by  wagon  wheel  and 
buried  a  large  stone  at  the  comers. 


Catholics  of  the  Rankin  community 
were  served  by  the  Pastors  of  St.  Joseph's 
Church  of  Loda,  who  frequently  came  to 
the  home  on  horseback,  telling  the  peo- 
ple along  the  way  that  he  would  stay 
that  night  and  say  Mass  the  following 
morning,  so  they  would  notify  the  rest 
of  the  neighbors  to  come.  He  used  the 
table  for  an  altar  and  cut  out  the  "Mur- 
phy s"  (as  the  Irish  called  the  potatoes) 
to  hold  the  candles.  This  happened  at  the 
former  Thomas  Carlon  home  when  Ellen 
Carlon  was  keeping  house  for  her  broth- 
er. She  was  the  late  Mrs.  John  Newman, 
Sr.  Mass  was  probably  offered  in  other 
homes  too. 

Settlers  with  the  names  of  Abbott, 
Burdan,  Carlon,  Newman,  Murray,  Kee- 
ley,  Henneberry,  Tierney,  Fitzsimmons, 
Higgins,  Morton,  Reilly,  Sheridan,  O'- 
Brien, Corrigan,  Bradley,  Daugheny,  Kee- 
gan,  Ruddy,  Jordan,  Gillespie,  McGrath, 
Fowler,  Crawford,  Gibbons,  Auth,  Sny- 
der, Foley,  Butler,  Mulcahey,  Sweeney, 
McCloskey,  Roark,  Burke,  O'Malley,  and 
others  established  the  parish.  Many  of 
these  had  their  start  on  the  farm  of 
William  Rankin. 

On  the  6th  day  of  August,  1 880,  Lots 
1  and  2  in  Block  22  in  the  town  of  Ran- 
kin, were  purchased  by  John  L.  Spaul- 
ding,  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  Peoria,  from  William  A.  and 
Mary  D.  Rankin.  In  1900,  Lots  3  and  4 
were  bought  by  Bishop  Spaulding  from 
Fred  M.  and  Julia  Borsch.  Here  they 
built  Holy  Trinity  Catholic  Church  which 
was  served  by  Pastors  from  St.  Joseph's 
Church,  Loda,  Illinois,  for  many  years. 
Later  it  became  an  out-mission  of  St. 
Laurence  Church  of  Penfield.  The  late 
Mrs.  Mamie  C.  (Newman)  King  was  the 
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first  child  baptized  in  1880  in  the  new 
church. 

Mass  was  celebrated  here  every  second 
and  third  Sunday  in  those  days,  by  the 
priest  who  came  by  team,  train  or  rail- 
way handcar. 

Pastors  serving  this  parish  since  1880 
were: 

Father  Louis  Heidercian 

Father  Edward  Jacobs 

Father  William  Healy 

Father  Philip  Markey 

Father  Omer  Fulton 

Father  Edward  O'Neil 

Father  Raymound  Lassuy 

Father  McClain 

Father  J.  L.  Seise! 

Father  J.  J.  Griffin 

Father  Richard  Wilson 

Father  George  Herbach 

Father  Thomas  Coughlin 


The  parish  is  represented  in  the  reli- 
gious hfe  by  Sister  M.  Marcelle,  O.  P.,  The 
former  Catherine  Henneberry,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Patrick  and  Marcella  (Kelly)  Hen- 
neberry. She  attended  grade  school  in 
Rankin,  graduated  from  St.  Joseph's 
Academy,  Bloomington,  Illinois,  and  in 
1916  joined  the  Dominican  Sisters  of 
Sinsinaua,  Wisconsin,  where  she  studied 
and  taught  in  high  schools  and  colleges, 
including  the  Rosary  College  of  River 
Forest,  Illinois,  for  many  years.  She  is 
now  retired  at  the  villa  in  Dubuque, 
Iowa. 

Robert  Newman,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Vincent  Newman,  is  a  newly  Ordained 
Deacon,  preparing  for  Ordination  to  the 
Priesthood,  for  the  Diocese  of  Joliet  at 
the  present  time. 
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FREE    METHODIST    CHURCH 


Several  lay  pastors  served  the  congre- 
gation of  the  Free  Methodist  Church 
briefly.  Then  for  many  years  until  his 
retirement  from  the  railroad,  Rev.  E.  L. 
Trimble  was  the  pastor.  He  lived  in  La- 
fayette, near  his  children  until  his  death 
in  1971,  and  was  buried  in  the  Boswell 
Cemetery. 

Families  who  kept  the  church  alive 
during  difficult  times  were  the  Grover 
Hendersons,  James  Littles,  Ernest  Mc- 
Canns,  the  Coffees  and  the  Ephraim 
Goods.  Mr.  Good  served  as  a  lay  assist- 
ant to  Rev.  Trimble.  The  Mikalik  chil- 
dren and  Ephraim  Bolin,  grandchildren, 
lived  with  their  Grandfather  Good  after 
the  death  of  a  parent. 


PLEASANT  GROVE  METHODIST 
CHURCH 

The  earliest  history  of  the  Pleasant 
Grove  Church  began  in  1854  when 
preaching  services  were  held  at  the  home 
of  John  P.  Dopps,  known  by  many  as 
the  old  Walker  place,  later  the  Bert 
Moudy  home,  just  west  of  the  old 
Pleasant  Grove  Church.  The  members  of 
the  class  were  Uncle  John  Dopps  and 
family,  a  Mr.  Alkire  and  family,  Mat- 
thew Elliott  and  family,  Elighuh  Daniels 
and  family.  Class  meeting  was  held  every 
Sabbath  when  there  was  no  preaching  in 
1857.  The  first  Sunday  in  May  a  Quar- 
terly Conference  was  held. 

For  two  years  services  were  held  at 
the    Flagg   School   House.    Feeling  the 
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need  of  a  regular  church  edifice,  the  lit- 
tle band  of  Methodists  which  prior  to 
the  year  1 868  had  worshipped  in  a  home 
and  in  the  school,  erected  the  original 
Pleasant  Grove  Church  in  1869. 

On  July  10,  1913,  the  old  building 
was  torn  down  and  the  new  church 
(present)  was  erected  on  a  site  about 
a  mile  and  a  -half  south  and  east  of  the 
original  site.  The  building  committee 
was  composed  of  Roy  Elhott,  J.  W. 
Flagg,  J.  L.  Corbly,  W.  H.  Goodwin, 
Mrs.  Jane  Patton,  L.  R.  Corbly,  and  La- 
Fayette  Patton.  The  new  sanctuary  was 
dedicated  May  3,  1914.  Rev.  F.  D.  Mad- 
den, District  Superintendent,  preached 
the  dedicatory  sermon  in  the  afternoon. 

Services  were  regularly  held  in  the 
church  until  1947  when  no  minister 
could  be  secured.  However,  in  January, 
1950,  Rev.  E.  H.  Sauer  and  many  friends 
of  the  church  reopened  the  Church  and 
it  has  been  active  since  that  time. 

List  of  ministers  who  have  served  the 
Pleasant  Grove  Church  up  to  1869  were: 
Rev.  W.  H.  McVigh,  Rev.  Milo  Butler, 
M.  M.  Davidson,  J.  W,  Bannon  and  Rev, 
Roberts.  No  information  is  available  for 
1869  to  1910.  Ministers  who  served 
from  1910  to  1947  were:  H.  F.  Cusie, 
W.  F.  Hunter,  J.  C.  Bell,  W.  E.  Phillips 
Alfred  Wicks,  Rev.  McConnell,  Lloyde 
Strouse,  R.  R.  McDowell,  Walter  Hop- 
kins, Guy  O.  Longenbaugh,  Walter  Tees- 
dale,  R.  E'  Jasper,  Earl  Dickey,  A.  H. 
Flagg,  Rev.  Manscheck,  Max  Sykes,  E. 
E.  Hamilton,  Church  closed  from  1947 
to  January  1950,  held  Sunday  School, 
but  no  pastor.  Ministers  who  served  from 
1950  to  1954  were:  E.  H.  Sauer,  David 
Dees,  Eugene  L.  Priest  and  David  J. 
Palmer. 


SCHWARTZ  CHURCH 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  class 
formed  in  Butler  Township  was  organ- 
ized in  1855.  It  was  formed  at  the  home 
of  Eli  Dopp.  It  was  an  interesting  class 
and  grew  into  three  separate  churches: 
those  at  Schwartz,  Rankin  and  Pellsville. 
When  this  church  was  formed  there  were 
sixteen  members.  C.  Atkinson  was  the 
preacher  in  charge,  and  John  Vinson 
was  his  assistant.  This  church  belonged  to 
the  Danville  circuit.  Services  were  held 
in  various  homes  at  the  time  of  the 
organization,  later  to  be  held  in  the 
Schwartz   School. 

Rev.  William  H.  Schwartz  was  bom  in 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  on  January 
11,  1850,  the  son  of  John  Henry  and 
Catherine  Wyant  Schwartz.  He  with  his 
parents  came   to  Vermilion  County  in 
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1856.  They  became  prosperous  farmers 
of  this  section,  and  WilUam  early  mani- 
fested an  interest  in  farming.  He  rented 
his  father's  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
and  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years. 
He  then  purchased  the  estate  after  his 
father's  death.  This  is  the  present  site  of 
Reilly. 

Rev.  Schwartz  was  married  on  June 
30,  1872,  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Bales,  the 
daughter  of  Caleb  T.  Bales,  a  native  of 
Tennessee  and  an  early  settler  of  Butler 


Township.  Their  children  were:  Esther, 
Grace,  Elizabeth  E.,  and  Leora. 

He  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the 
study  of  theology,  and  in  1879  was 
licensed  as  a  local  minister.  The  Schwartz 
Church  was  located  two  miles  south  and 
a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Rankin.  The 
church  was  built  in  1876.  It  was  sold  to 
the  Milford  Nazarene  congregation  and 
moved  to  Milford  in  the  1930's. 

Rev.  Schwartz  moved  to  Hoopeston 
m  1906  and  died  there  in  1913. 


Old  kerosene  street  lamp  on  328  North 
Main  Street;  photo  about  1916 

Louise  (Bues)  O'Neal  wrote  nostalgically 
from  Indianapolis  about  her  memories  of 
Lamplighter  Gust  Nelson  (and  others)  as  he 
carried  ladder  and  matches  at  dusk  to  dispel 
the  evening  shadows. 

What  child  today  could  really  visualize 
what  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  meant  to  her 
in  her  early  childhood  in  his  "Lamplighter." 

In  spite  of  the  soft  glow  of  the  old  lamps, 
however,  Rankin  received  with  enthusiasm 
the  installation  of  the  first  electric  light 
plant  in  Rankin  by  C.  C.  Crump  and  his 
apprentice  son  in   1913-14. 

After  a  few  years  the  kerosene  street 
lamps  yielded  to  electric  ones. 

In  response  to  query,  Louise  related  that 
her  brother  Harry  Bues,  Jr.,  died  in  Indiana 
November  23,  1963,  and  is  buried  in  Arling- 
ton National  Cemetery  at  Washington,  D.C. 
He  was  bom  and  educated  in  Rankin,  later 
received  both  the  bachelor's  and  master's 
degrees  at  Purdue  University,  joined  the  army 
in  1940  and  helped  develop  the  first  stand- 
ard intelligence  tests  given  to  World  War  II 
soldiers.  He  served  in  the  New  Guinea  and 
Phihppines  campaigns,  was  senior  adviser  to 
the  Korean  Military  Advisory  Group,  and  for 
three  years  was  stationed  in  Germany  as 
deputy  adjutant  general  of  the  Seventh 
Army.  He  retired  as  a  Colonel  in  personnel 
management  in  1962. 
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Schools  and  Feeder  Schools 


Rankin  has  one  of  the  few  remaining 
dual  systems:  Districts  No.  8  Elementary, 
and  No.  223  Township  High  School. 

Housed  under  one  roof  until  1952, 
they  suffered  many  disadvantages.  Dur- 
ing the  1940's,  they  used  the  nearby 
Presbyterian  Church,  after  the  members 
had  merged  with  the  Methodists,  as  an 
annex  for  activities.  Here  acoustics  were 
perfect  for  all  music  courses  and  produc- 
tions. A  large  basement  and  spacious 
gallery  provided  for  extra-curricular 
groups.    Unfortunately    it    burned,   and 


then  the  high  school  board  planned  and 
built  the  present  high  school. 

In  the  late  1890's,  the  first  kinder- 
garten was  offered,  with  Lucy  Franklin 
and  Bess  Rose  as  teachers.  Lack  of  funds 
caused  its  termination. 

The  first  serious  study  on  curriculum 
by  staff  and  boards  was  done  during  the 
administrations  of  Oliver  L.  Rapp  and 
Roy  C.  Clark  in  the  early  1930's,  with 
notable  progress  in  both  offerings  and 
in  action. 

Present  High  School  Board  members 


First  white  frame  building,  used  until  1902.  Teacher,  Maude  Miller  of  Bloomington.  Primary 
Section  (probably  included  first  three  or  four  grades).  School  stood  directly  in  front  of  present 

building.  Prior  to  this  classes  were  held  in  a  town  building. 
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are:  Wayne  Rust,  President;  Margaret 
Diskin,  Secretary;  James  Matyska;  Harold 
Hendricks;  Gerald  Bleich;  Robert  Mathis; 
and  Warren  Kuntz. 

Present  Elementary  School  Board 
members  are:  Russell  Ault,  President; 
Tom  Bradley,  Secretary;  Gary  Anderson; 
David  Hofbauer;  Gene  Hofbauer;  James 
Thilmony;  and  Harold  Troxel. 


Long  before  the  township  high  school 
stage,  rural  schools  sent  their  graduates 
to  Rankin  for  their  secondary  education. 
They  were:  Pellsville; Centennial;  Science 
Hill;  Ruddy;  Pleasant  Valley;  Schwartz; 
Murphy;  Burdan;  and  Waite.  Only  three 
of  these  buildings  have  been  preserved— 
Science  Hill,  Centennial,  and  Waite,  the 
latter  —  the  present  American  Legion 
Building  in  Rankin. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  8 


Plaque  reads:  Rankin  Public  School.  Erected  1902.  Liese  and  Ludwick,  Architects.  Board  of  Ecu- 
cation:  E.  H.  Whitham,  president;  R.  Sloan,  and  A.  B.  Westbury. 

This  school  has  been  in  continuous  use  since  1902.  High  school  classes  were  held  on  upper 
level.  After  1919  a  new  section  was  added  to  take  care  of  increasing  enrollments.  Now  houses 

kindergarten  through  eighth  grade. 


HENNING'S  A  &  W  DRIVE-IN 

Dixie  Highway 

Hoopeston,  Illinois 
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PELLS VILLE  SCHOOL-  1894 


M.  L.  Edmunds-Teacher  sitting  at  the  desk. 

First  row:  Alfred  Sharpe; ;  Ruth  McCormick;  Arthur  Stamp;  Effie  Stamp;  Robbie  McCormick; 

Mattie  Gustafson;  Ernest  Stamp;  Nettie  Gustafson. 

Second  Row:  Grace  Stamp;  Eva  McCromick;  Walter;   McCormick;  Louis  Stamp;  — ; ;  — ; 

Woman  standing:  Mrs.  Pursley;  girl  next  to  her: . 

Third  row: ;  Mina  Spear; ;  Etta  McCormick;  Will  Spear;  John  Rynell; ; ; ; 


HAROLD  E.  COX   INSURANCE 

104  North   Market  St. 

Hoopeston,    Illinois 
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DISTRICT  NO.  223 


C5  U   ■    L-  O   I   N  O 


»ftii:S»«*^-«.  :Sv^  "-»i!^i.«ff38»  JK!^C^  W. 


A      J      KtVUftO«-«- 


Architect's  Drawing    of  present  Rankin  Township  High  School  erected  in  1952. 

Board  of  Education: 


V.  R.  Shepard,  Pres. 
Earl  Brickey 
Arthur  Christiansen 
Clarence  Eighner 
Elmer  Hendricks 


HarUn  Sloan,  Sec. 
Leonard  Kilhoffer 
William  Mathis 
Roscoe  Sloan 
F.  W.  McCarty,  Supt. 


COAST  TO  COAST  HARDWARE 
218  E.   Main  St. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 
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CENTENNIAL  YEAR  SENIORS-Rankin  Township  High  School 

Front  row,  left  to  right:  Vicki  R.  Karlock,  Jesse  L.  Henson,  Susan  Goff,  Martha  A.  Mikalik, 
Douglas  F.  Aaron,  Janice  S.  Hopkins,  Robin  K.  Alderson,  Wesley  L.  Alt,  Sarah  J.  Newman. 
Back  row,  left  to  right:  Judy  L.  Farney,  Robert  L.  Cleary,  Jr.,  Sharon  K.  McNeely,  Jeffery  A. 
Diskin,  Teresa  L.  Diskin,  Mark  R.  Hendricks,  Margaret  A.  Ingold,  Becky  G.  Karlock,  Paul 
A.  Niswander,  Barbara  J.  Kupferschmid 


Wesley  Alt    Salutatorian 


LYLE  ATCHISON-STATE   FARM    INSURANCE  CO. 

646  E.   Honeywell  St. 

Hoopeston,   Illinois 
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WOODROW  EVANS  CLOTHING 

300  East  Main  St. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 
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Businesses  and  Frofessions 


BANK 

The  Rankin-Whitham  State  Bank  of 
Rankin,  was  organized  as  a  private  bank, 
May  5,  1875,  by  W.  A.  Rankin,  David 
Rankin,  and  Eugene  H.  Whitham.  The 
bank  was  reorganized  September  1885, 
as  Rankin-Whitham  &  Co.,  with  W.  A. 
Rankin,  E.  H.  Whitham,  and  B.  H.  Dur- 


ham. On  April  1,  1919,  the  bank  was 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Illinois.  In  1947,  the  bank  was  re- 
opened as  the  Rankin  State  Bank.  Pres- 
ent officers  are:  R.  J.  Christiansen,  Pres.; 
Keith  Betka,  Vice-Pres.;  Melvin  Sym- 
monds.  Cashier;  Ruby  Bushue,  Peg  Hen- 
dricks, and  Mary  McCormick,  assistant 
cashiers. 


mmr0t0 


FRONVILLE   JEWELERS 
209  East  Main  St. 
Hoopeston,   Illinois 
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THE  JOEL  HOFBAUER   FAMILY 
Rankin,  Illinois 
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When  friends  visited  Arthur  Woodard 
at  the  V.  A.  Hospital  recently,  he  re- 
called most  of  the  old  businesses  and 
their  locations: 

Grocery 

Ben  Hill 
John  Hewins 
Vic  Christiansen 
V.   R.  Shepard 

Butcher 

Mr.  Sackett 
John  Kollman 
Frank  Kollman 


■W^-^,-  .    ^\^'^^. 


General  Store 
J.   L.  McCauley 
P.  Henneberry 
Cole  and  Rose 

Sign  &  House  Painter 

Edward  Peppard 

Drug  Store 

Finney  &  Westbury 

Ketchum 

Wm.  Lindstrum 

J.  B.  Westbury 

A.  B.  Westbury 

Gocke  &  Genolin 

■■\f 


iit  rr\Fnnj$^ 


Eady  Rankin  Street  Scene-mud  streets,  wooden  sidewalks 


JONES  AUTO  SALES 

211    West  Main  St. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 
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M.  B.  Ulrich 
John  Ryan 

Hardware  &  Implement 

S.  S.  Irwin 
M.  B.  Brickey 
Robert  Sloan 
Carl  Engelbrecht 
Harley  O'Neal 

Harness  Shop 

H.  J.  Bowers 
Mr.  Bennett 

Blacksmith 

Otto  Erikson 
Erik  Erikson 
Mr.  Bleaks 


Restaurants 

Maury 

Asbury  Chenoweth 

Thormalen  Bros. 

Clothing  &  Dry  Goods 

Frank  Bower 
Ben  Cole 

Barbers 

Joseph  McDonald 
Bill  Bower 
Dan  Woodard 
Art  Woodard 

Realtors 

J.  F.  Campbell 


HENNEBERRY  &  MORROW 


MR.  L'S  STEAK  HOUSE 

728  West  Penn  St. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 
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Hotels  &  Boarding  Houses 

Waverly  House 
Campbell  House 
Columbian  Hotel 
(Prop.  Graham) 
J.  B.  Hayes 
Mrs.  Diebert 
Mrs.  Balser 
Dick  Luxton 

Undertakers  &  Furniture 

Faith  &  Leemon 
Seidel  &  Leemon 
Finney  &  Honnegger 

Pool  HaU 

Tom  Edwards 
Chris  Symmonds 
Guy  Messick 


Jeweler  &  Watchmakers 

C.  A.  Anderson 

G.  Holm  &  Peterson 

Photographer 

Annette  Irwin 

Well  Driller 

M.  P.  Droll 

Elevator 

Hall  &  Ross 
Grundstead 
Sells  &  Thom 
Pickard  &  Thom 
P.  Johnson 
Jesse  Bond 
George  Petri 


EARLIEST  GRAIN  ELEVATOR 


Rankin  was  a  great  center  for  shipping  both  livestock  and  grain.  Brick  of  good  quality 
from  first  strata  brick  clay  was  manufactured  in  Rankin  by  Pattons. 


SHERIDAN'S 
224  East  Main  St. 
Hoopeston,   Illinois 
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Lumber 

John  S.  Hewins 
Scott  Johnson 
Elliotts 

Dressmaking 

Sophia  Hill  and  sister 
Mrs.  Warner 
Mary  Peppard 
Mary  Thompson 
Bleaks  Sisters 


Livery  &  Feed  Stable 

W.  O.  Johnston 
A.  C.  Droll 

John  Thaden 

Factories 

H.  Patton-tile  &  brick 
Joe  Ryden-cigar 
Crump-ice  plant 
Hairpin  factory 


Bakery 

Mr.  Verfuss 
Mr.  Shoemaker 
Isaac  Bunnelle 
Charles  Lessing 
Verne  Shepard 


COLUMBIAN  HOTEL-Housed  traveling  men  and  women;  served  ^soffices  for  osteopathy, 
optometrists  and  doctors  who  came  on  part  time  basis.  Lecturers  and  P^rJ«^;.^^^^,\h^  Jess^ 
Colton  Shows,  Circuses  and  Chatauquas  stayed  here.  RaUway  officials  and  workers  dined 
here  as  well  as  the  townspeople.  It  was  razed  in  1947. 


DR  H. 


F.  JONES- Veterinarian  of  Large  &  Small  Animals 
421    East  Penn  Street 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 
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FLETA'S  MERLE  NORMAN  STUDIO 

Hoopeston,   Illinois 

Free  Lessons  by  Appointment 
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RANDY'S  BODY  SHOP 

Dice  Addition 

Hoopseton,  Illinois 


DOCTORS 

The  early  doctors  of  Rankin  came 
through  the  extremes  of  weather  and 
impassable  roads  to  save  lives.  Lack  of 
modern  pharmaceuticals  made  their  task 
doubly  hard. 

Dr.  Thomas  C.  McCaughey  came  from 
Ohio  and  settled  in  the  late  1860's  near 
Rankin  in  the  open  country,  caring  for 
rural  patients,  driving  for  miles  or  riding 
horseback,  to  call  upon  patients.  He  was 
the  first  doctor  there. 

Dr.  McCaughey  married  Mary  Ellen 
Johnston,  in  1871,  a  relative  of  Scott 
Johnston.  In  the  same  year  the  couple 
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moved    to   the   newly   platted    town  of 
Hoopeston. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Goodwin,  now  in  his  late 
70's  has  practiced  in  both  eras.  He  still 
receives  patients,  with  the  help  of  his 
wife,  on  a  limited  basis. 

Dr.  A.  Baquero  practices  in  both  Ran- 
kin and  Paxton. 

Dr.  Glenn,  D.  D.  S.,  came  at  an  early 
date  from  David  Rankin's  place  of  final 
residence— Tarkio,    Missouri.    He   was  a 
brother-in-law   of  Dr.   Colteaux  of  Rob- 
erts. 

Early  (1871-1920)  doctors  were:  Dr. 
J.  R.  Lytle;  Dr.  F.  Litchfield;  Dr.  John 
B.  Hazel;  Dr.  H.  A.  Rose;  Dr.  Fleming 
Liggett;    Dr.    Brened;   Dr.   Moshier;   Dr. 


A.  C.  DROLLS  FEED  AND  LIVERY  BARN 

Dr.  Liggett  in  cutter  starting  out  on  a  call. 


IN   MEMORY  OF   JOSEPH   ESTAL   KINDER 
by   Feme  C.   Kinder,  Mr.  and  Mrs.   Harold    Kinder, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.   Kenneth   Kinder  and   Robert  Kinder 
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Richardson;  Dr.  Gundrum;  Dr.  Brewer; 

Dr.  Hewins;  Dr.  Peterson;  and  Dr.  Bos- 

sart. 

Dentists  were:   Dr.  P.  M.  Beach;  Dr. 

J.  R.  Lytle 

Livesay;  Dr.  Hochman;  and  Dr.  Strauss. 
Osteopath:  Mrs.  Lola  D.  Taylor 
Veterinarian:  Dr.  Hammerburg. 

One  day  in   1908,  the  large  table  in 
the  dining  room  at  the  John  Mulcahey 


farm  was  stretched  to  its  fullest.  It  was 
draped  in  white  to  the  floor— not  with 
fine  damask,  but  with  boiled  bed  sheets 
as  sterile  as  the  sun  and  a  hot  oven  could 
make  them,  walls  and  floors  draped 
likewise.  Hushed  voices  prevailed,  for 
young  Eddie  was  very  ill.  In  this  setting. 
Dr.  Boshelle  of  Melvin,  performed  open 
heart  surgery  which  was  successful,  and 
Edward  Mulcahey  lived  to  marry  and 
rear  a  family. 

^  If 


'MILDRED  AND  MAY"  (Hewins?)  From  a  photographic  slide 


IN  MEMORY  OF  THE  CARL  KNOLL  FAMILY 

by  Laura  and   Lawrence  Knoll 


65 


7 


Organizations 


American  Legion  Lost  Five  Post  No. 
444,  was  chartered  August  20,  1920, 
with  sixty-six  members.  Harold  I.  Tice 
was  the  first  commander.  Verne  Shepard 
was  adjutant,  and  later  served  as  com- 
mander of  the  post  and  also  of  the  18th 
District.  The  name  honors  the  five  who 
lost  their  lives  during  World  War  I- Sam 
Shaeffer,  Paul  Bleaks,  Fred  Kennedy, 
Clifford  Stamp,  and  William  Auth. 

The  end  of  World  War  II  increased 
enrollment.  By  1947  during  the  com- 
mand of  Paul  Higgins,  proceeds  from 
carnivals  yielded  the  building  on  West 
Third  Street.  World  War  II  conflict  cost 
the  lives  of  five  more  of  our  soldiers: 
Amasa  Hendricks,  Joseph  Kietzman, 
Morris  Glaze,  Eugene  Carlson,  and  Glen 
Carder.  The  Korean  conflict  took  one 
more-Ralph  Tull. 

Rankin    American    Legion    Auxiliary 

charter  was  issued  July  17,  1922,  with 
forty-three  members  listed.  Mrs.  Jess 
Benefiel,  was  the  first  president.  The 
Unit  served  school  lunches  to  needy  stu- 
dents during  the  depression.  They  have 
served  both  the  V.  A.  Hospital  and  the 
Red  Cross  for  years,  as  well  as  working 
in  county,  district,  state,  and  national 
projects.  While  the  men  struggled  to  buy 
the  building,  the  women  served  the 
chicken  dinners  in  a  tent  as  their  first 
duty  to  the  post.  The  group  has  held  its 
100%  membership  for  years  with  54 
members  at  present. 


The  Rankin  Community  Council  was 

organized  in  December,  1949,  and  in 
1950  Gus  Seidel,  Jr.,  was  elected  first 
president.  Working  for  the  community 
at  all  times,  the  council  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  schools  and  to  the  summer 
youth  program.  Success  in  securing  a 
resident  physician  was  of  vital  impor- 
tance. The  members  are  well  known  for 
good  minstrel  shows.  President  Gary 
Bushue  and  his  appointees  are  lending 
every  effort  to  make  this  centennial  year 
an  occasion  to  remember. 

Rankin  Womans  Qub,  organized  in 
1899  with  Anna  Goodman  as  president, 
was  federated  in  1901.  With  first  em- 
phasis on  the  literary  and  on  parliament- 
ary procedure,  it  soon  became  a  club 
serving  many  areas  of  need.  The  mem- 
bers instituted  medical  and  dental  exam- 
inations of  young  children  and  those  of 
school  age  decades  before  they  became 
compulsory,  with  the  help  of  local  doc- 
tors and  dentists.  They  provided  play- 
ground equipment  and  hbraries.  Mrs. 
Ray  Vogel  is  the  1972  president. 

Rankin  Junior  Womans  Club  was  or- 
ganized in  1946  by  Mrs.  Camilla  John- 
son, but  was  terminated  in  1960.  Early 
in  1972  this  club  was  reactivated  with 
Madonna  Shfe  as  President;  Ida  Burns, 
vice-president;  and  Barbara  Carder,  treas- 
urer. 

Rankin  Business  Men's  Club  was  or- 
ganized in  1939  and  is  in  progress  today. 
Many  projects  have  been  sponsored 
through  the  years,  the  most  delightful  of 


S  &   R  TRUCK   LINES 

Lee  Addition 

Hoopeston,  Illinois 


66 

which  is  the  bringing  of  Santa  Claus  to 
town  for  all  children  during  the  past  25 
years.  Present  officers  are:  Louis  Thaden, 
President;  Gene  Gudeman,  Secretary;  and 
R.  J.  Christiansen,  Treasurer. 

Rankin  Lodges  include  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Ancient  Accepted 
Order  of  Free  Masons,  and  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  The  Masonic  Lodge  was 
chartered  October  7,  1874,  with  John 
Hewins  as  Worshipful  Master;  Benjamin 
Cole,  Senior  Warden;  and  William  H. 
Schwartz  as  Junior  Warden. 

Fire  Protection  District  was  organized 
with  the  first  officers:  Harley  O'Neal, 
fire  chief;  Lester  Pickard,  assistant  fire 
chief;  Mr.  Chester,  Ben  Frederick,  Ros- 
coe  Sloan,  Bud  Correll,  and  Moss  Magers. 

The  town  board  purchased  the  first 
fire  truck,  a  Model  T  Ford  with  a  50- 
gallon  chemical  tank  and  300  feet  of  fire 
hose.  They  also  had  a  2-wheel  cart  to 


transport  additional  hose  when  needed. 
They  later  bought  a  Hudson  motor  to 
give  the  truck  more  power.  Harley  O'- 
Neal installed  the  fire  siren  and  built  the 
sheet  metal  hood  which  protects  it. 

In  1946,  a  Fire  Protection  District 
was  organized  which  includes  Rankin, 
East  Lynn,  and  Clarence,  plus  the  coun- 
try area.  At  the  present  time  they  have 
thirty-five  volunteer  firemen  for  the  dis- 
trict, five  trucks  and  a  station  wagon 
equipped  with  oxygen,  first  aid  supplies 
and  fireproof  suits  and  masks.  The  offi- 
cers are:  Louis  Thaden,  President;  Jack 
Mitchell  of  East  Lynn,  Trustee;  and 
Robert  Cochran,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer. 

A  central  Farm  Bureau  out  of  Danville 
now  serves  the  county. 

Home   Extension  and  4-H  Qubs  are 

local  and  active. 


IN  MEMORY  OF  THE  HOLQUIST  FAMILIES 

1870-1937 

C.  A.  "Brownie"   Holquist 
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8  Transportation  and  Communication 


RAILROADS 


RANKIN  YARDS,  1910-ENGINE  No.  5520 

Lett  to  Right:  First  five  men  not  known,  on  engine:  Jake  Graff, 

F.  0.  Denton,  John  Zimmerman,  Bunk  Hinman. 

UPTOWN   LOUNGE 

225   East  Main  Street 

Hoopeston,   Illinois 
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The  Lafayette,  Bloomington  and  Mis- 
sissippi Railroad  was  chartered  on  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1867,  by  W.  A.  Rankin,  James 
Cheney  and  General  Gridley;  Adams  Earl, 
Moses  Fowler  and  Hiram  Chase  chartered 
at  the  same  time  to  build  from  Lafayette 
to  Ambia,  Indiana.  It  was  finished  at 
State  Line  on  March  22,  1872. 

The  Lake  Erie  and  Western  Railroad 
owned  this  line  by  1876  and  improve- 
ment in  engines  and  tenders  made  anoth- 
er division  point  necessary,  for  which 
Rankin  was  selected  by  1892.  By  1925 
Rankin  had  an  1 1 -stall  roundhouse,  turn- 
table, excellent  water,  coal  and  sand  faci- 


lities and  a  shop.  What  is  now  the  farm 
of  Laurence  Knoll  was  partially  covered 
by  a  scale  and  1 8  classification  tracks. 

When  the  Mikado  600  series  of  steam 
engines  could  go  over  1 80  miles  without 
strain,  the  roundhouse  at  Rankin  was  not 
needed  as  formerly  and  its  use  was  limit- 
ed to  two  stalls  and  the  number  of  tracks 
was  also  reduced.  By  1941  the  round- 
house was  razed. 

The  Nickel  Plate,  since  early  1940, 
has  been  a  very  important  bridge  line  in 
the  United  States. 

In  1943  signals  were  changed  and  the 
railroads  were  continuously  improved. 
During  the  war  years  two  trains  a  day. 


Rankin's  First  Depot 


CAROLYN'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

710  West  Orange 

Hoopeston,  Illinois 


devoted  exclusively  to  aviation  fuel, 
might  be  seen  passing  through  Rankin. 
The  understaffed  railroads  came  through 
the  almost  impossible  assignment  of  mov- 
ing war  supplies  and  troops. 

By  1954  the  diesels  had  replaced  the 
steam  engines,  and  on  July  1,  1951,  the 
last  passenger  train  from  Peoria  came 
through  Rankin. 

In  1964  the  L.  E.  A.  W.  merged  with 
the  Norfolk  and  Western.  Fast  freights 
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still  carry  their  loads  through  Rankin, 
and  the  pulsing  engines  still  stand  on  a 
sidetrack  overnight  while  the  men  seek 
food  and  rest  in  this  town  where  housing 
railroad  men  and  their  families  was  once 
a  great  business. 

According  to  Richard  Steiner,  a  rail- 
road enthusiast,  the  rails  will  continue  to 
run  through  Rankin  for  a  long  time,  be- 
cause both  expanding  population  and 
economy  are  so  dependent  upon  them. 


Rankin  Roundhouse-razed  in  1941 


TIMMONS  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

524  South  Market  Street 

Hoopeston,   Illinois 
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L.  E.  &  W. 

Henry  Edmonds  -  train  dispatcher 
Chester  Scott  -  trainmaster 
Roy  Sabens 

Richard  Zook  -  foreman  machine  shop 
J.  H.  Molden  -  foreman  car  shop 
Helmar  Carlson  -  train  dispatcher 
Wm.  Holquist  -  foreman  section  crew 
James  Johnson  -  foreman  machine  shop 
W.  Fishback  -  yard  master 


OFFICIALS 

Al  Decker  -  railroad  detective 

Wm.  Morrisey  -  foreman 

J.  J.  Hartman  -  traveling  engineer 

Roy  Tompkins  -  foreman  machine  shop 

Max  Ogle  -  train  dispatcher 

Ralph  Simms  -  foreman  section  crew 

—  Hughes  -  foreman  switch  crew 

Geo.  Abell  -  foreman  machine  shop 


-  Dodds 

W.  C.  Franklin 


Ed  Hinman 
Don  Tranbarger 
Evertt  Fishback 


STATION  AGENTS 

Max  Ogle 
Frank  Karlock 

CLERKS 

W.  B.  Shuler 
Claire  Hinman 


James  Anderson 
Robert  Stevens 


Verne  Shepard 
Frank  Denton 
Edward  Frederick 


Second  Depot  —  today 


ROSSVILLE  BUILDING  AND   LOAN 
Rossville,  Illinois 


TELEGRAPH  OPERATORS 
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Roy  McConnell 
Harry  Dahl 

Everett  Phoebus 

—  Leach 

C.  A.  Holquist 
Chester  Stevens 
George  Redd 
Elmer  Philhppo 
Bert  Lyons 
Mike  Daugherty 

—  Bingham 
Tom  Sutton 
Joe  Hughes 
Lee  Mooney 
Wm.  Pentosky 
Harry  Garvey 
Art  Harris 
Shorty  Burns 
A.  B.  Zook 
Tom  Edwards 
August  Carlson 
Carl  Kelly 

Ora  Morningstar 
Earl  Ludwig 
Art  Cain 


J.  W.  Shepard 

CONDUCTORS  &  BRAKEMEN 

Clayton  Owens 
C.  Brystone 
L.  J.  Phillippo 
LesHe  Rardin 
Ralph  Decroes 
Fred  Rogers 
Frank  Hitz 
Hugh  Ruddy 
John  Weekly 
Charles  Bohnsted 
Red  Berry 
John  Berry 
Ralph  Shore 

-  Hillery 
George  Schwartz 
Bill  Zobrist 
John  Kollman 
Claude  Swinford 
Harry  Paul 

—  Seibemtal 
Peg  Johnson 
Ed  Malicoat 

ENGINEERS  AND  FIREMEN 


Frank  Kammerer 
George  Griffith 
Charles  Watson 
Warfield  Holquist 
Charles  Bone 
Roy  Eells 
Frank  Aaron 
Art  Lansaw 
Oscar  Nolan 
Wm.  McGee 
Arthur  Rodenberger 


Roy  Messmore 
E.  O.  Behnke 
Nels  Johnson 
Chas.  Bath 
Ernest  Nelson 
Wm.  Lauterback 
John  Kerchenfaut 
Bill  Rose 
Tom  Hurley 
Edward  Stevens 
Harry  Bues 
Otto  Sourland 

A.  K.  BUSH 

124  South  Chicago 

Rossville,  Illinois 


George  DeZorn 
Earl  Martin 


Fred  Allen 
Earl  Symmonds 
Ora  Scott 
Frank  Lyons 
Leland  Shepard 
Claude  Hopkinstal 
Albert  Clark 
Tom  Pollock 
James  Carlysle 
Ruddy  Berry 
Emmett  Shore 
Robert  Johnson 
A.  W.  Hendricks 
I.  H.  Bunnelle 
Roscoe  Fawver 
Gilbert  Tranbarger 

—  Miller 

—  Boyce 

Benjamin  Frederick 
Wm.  Mahcoat 

Carl  Robinson 

—  Posey 

John  Zimmerman 


Joe  Traylor 
Joe  Zobrist 
James  Groves 
Leo  Johnson 
Harry  Decroes 
Harve  Hall 
E.  J.  Johnson 
—  Tranbarger 
James  Robinson 
Frank  Nelson 
Bill  Johnson 
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MACHINE  SHOP  EMPLOYEES 


Jerry    Hayes 
Elmer    Pontius 
Wm.    Donaldson 
Wm.    Hedworth 
Maurice    Heinz 
Charles    Rollins 
Wm.    Morrow 


Mose    Schindler 
Earl    Young 
Clarence    Fancher 
Charles    Christensen 
Shannon    Morgan 
Gus    Nickolson 


Steve    Morrow 
Randal    Snapp 
James    Horton 
Joe    Di  bert 
Ancil    Leigh 
Guy    Messick 
Charles    Haislop 


_  ^-.  '"'==^       ^>^n    f^vrws 


r^r  r-     Coal  Dock,  Rankin  Yards-  razed  in  1941. 


i^J       HANDMADE  OMi&INAlS 

Rossville,  Illinois 
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Wiley   Baldwin 
Shorty   Watts 
Lester   Little 
Frank   Merger 
Walter  Pierce 
Dee   Kittell 
Lloyd   Perry 
Grover  Henderson 


Ralph  Simms 
Emmett  Clifton 
Ralph  Aaron 


John   Frederick 


CAR  REPAIR  WORKERS 

Albert   Schurman 
—   Zook 
Cecil   Little 
Wm.    Donaldson 
A.   E.  Christiansen 
Ed   Zook 
Harry   Pierce 
Berwyn  Aaron 

SECTION  HANDS 

E.  L.  Trimble 
Vernon  Boehme 
Marvin  Larkin 

SUPPLY  CLERKS 

Andrew  Allen 


James  Little 
R.   E.   DroUinger 
Gleason  Miner 
R.   J.   Christiansen 
Edward   Frederick 
Manfred  Olson 
Hershell  Aaron 


Wilbert  Aaron 
D.  Aaron  Welder 
K.  Johnson 


Andrew   Allen 


Glenn   Hinman 
Howard  Watson 
Henry  Lindlow 


SWITCHMEN 

Abe  Shuler 
Walter  Virgil 
Charles  Lindlow 


Wm.   Watson 
Bill  Saxton 
Ed  Steiner 


BRIDGE  BUILDER 

Chas.  LeSaux 


WEAVER-NIEWOLD-HASSELBRING   REAL  ESTATE 

149  North  Market 

Paxton,  Illinois 
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TELEPHONE 


The  Rankin  Automatic  Telephone  Ex- 
change was  completed  on  the  evening  of 
March  11,  1899,  with  forty-three  phones 
on  the  first  exchange,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  communicating  messages  was 
welcome.    Every    phone    on   the   entire 


system  worked  to  perfection,  and  the 
managers  were  E.  H.  Whitham  and  J.  W. 
Bond.  The  work  of  line  construction  was 
under  the  supervision  of  J.  A.  Deer- 
wester;  with  the  installation  of  the  cen- 
tral and  connecting  the  phones  under  the 
supervision  of  F.  O.  Swanson,of  Chicago, 
and  J.  W.  Bond. 


Taken  from  a  slide  (Irwin  photo)-could  have  been  war  with  Mexico  or  Spanish -American  War. 


M  AND  R  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
Office  Supplies 
Paxton,  Illinois 
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NEWSPAPERS 


The  first  newspaper  was  published  in 
Rankin  in  1887,  and  was  called  the  Ran- 
kin Reveille.  Robert  Sloan,  Jr.,  and  Mr. 
Green  were  the  editors.  Offices  were  up- 
stairs in  the  McCauley  store  building. 
Succeeding   owners    and    editors    were: 

Joseph   F.   Mettler-1889 
E.   A.   Williams— Rankin  Independent 

1893 


C.  E.  Groves- 1900 

Charles  Rennie  Hill- 1912;  after  his  death 
his  son  Charles  R.  Hill,  Jr. 

Ralph  Caldwell  and  Dick  Reinke-1951 
Presses  and  equipment  at  Cissna  Park 
Dick  and  Myra  Baier-1958 
Helen  Johnson— Rankin  editor 


Editor  of  "Rankin  Independent"-C.  E.  Groves 


LEE  REAL  ESTATE- INSURANCE 

535  South  Taft  Street 

Paxton,  Illinois 
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POST  OFFICE 


Established  February  24,  1873,  with  John  R.  Bowers  as  first  postmaster.  His 
successors  were: 


B. 

Cole- 1874 

A.  S.  Sibrel-1893 

R. 

F.  Whitham-  1879 

S.  S.  Irwin-  1897 

C. 

S.  Whitham -1881 

W.  L.  Spear-  1908 

F. 

A.  Finney-  1882 

G.  A.  Griffith-  1913 

J. 

L.  McCauley-  1885 

A.  Irwin-  1918 

S. 

S.  Irwin  -  1 889 

R.  C.  Auth-  1919 

J.  C.  Speck-  1932 
R.  H.  Ryan-  1936 

H.  Sloan-  1955 

R.  Kupferschmid  -  1958 

M.  Watson-  1971 


Winter  mornings  found  patrons  at  rural  mail  boxes  waiting  for  news  of  the  outside  world.  Always 
of  interest  was  the  tiny  cast  iron  stove  in  the  klondike.  Simmering  on  the  stove  was  the  coffee 
pot  to  provide  a  hot  drink  with  the  carrier's  lunch.  Saddlebags  prevailed.  Early  carriers  were: 
Gerald  Cummings;  Walter  Rankin;  Mr.  Garrison;  Lester  Pickard;  Lauren  Davis;  Fred  Nelson. 


STATE  FARM  INSURANCE 

Arthur  J.  Schmidt,  Agent 

Paxton,  Illinois 
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BUTLER    TOWNSHIP    ROADS 


Butler  Township  was  organized  in 
1854.  It  was  named  for  General  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butler,  called  the  "cock-eyed 
hero"  of  the  Civil  War.  It  is  located  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  Vermilion  Coun- 
ty. It  is  nine  miles  east  and  west,  and 
eight  miles  north  and  south  in  size. 

A  popular  slogan  during  the  second 
decade  of  the  1900's  was,  "Pull  Vermili- 
on County  Out  of  the  Mud."  But  gravel- 
ling came  slowly  to  roads  and  streets  in 
Butler  Township.  It  was  in  1918-1920 
when  two  state  highways  were  laid  out 
and  paved— Routes  49  and  9.  The  con- 
tractors were  Bacannon  and  Slattery  of 
Veedersburg,  Indiana.  A  veteran  in  road 
construction,  Louis  Thaden,  had  his  first 
road  job  operating  the  steam  roller  used 
in  paving  Route  49  through  Rankin. 
More  roads  were  being  gravelled  and 
black  topped.  The  county  paved  and 
maintained  two  narrow  slabs— from  East 
Lynn  to  Potomac  and  from  Rossville  to 
Route  49. 


The  first  road  commissioners  ran  terms 
of  one,  two  or  three  years  and  received 
$3  a  year  for  their  efforts.  Recorded  as 
commissioners  were:  J.  R.  Clark,  1879; 
F.  M.  Hall  and  George  Stamp,  1880; 
George  Marshall,  1889  and  again  1893 
with  Benjamin  Hunt  and  Ludvig  Erikson; 
Erikson,  Hunt  and  Lyons,  1897;  Albert 
Dorman,  Frank  Armentrout,  1910;  Jim 
Shaw,  1917;  John  Thaden,  1920-28;  Bert 
Dorman,  1928-1932;  Robert  Boehme, 
1932-1935. 

In  1932  the  State  established  a  4-year 
term  for  all  commissioners  and  in  1935 
Louis  Thaden  was  elected  as  commis- 
sioner and  retired  in  1967  after  8  terms. 
Louis  also  served  for  8  years  with  the 
Highway  Maintenance  Department.  In 
1918  he  helped  construct  the  road  from 
Rankin  to  Armstrong. 

Present  commissioner  is  Francis  Hen- 
dricks, serving  his  second  term,  first 
elected  in  1967. 


STEAM  ROLLER  used  in  the  construction  of  Rankin's  first  paved  road. 
Louis  Thaden  hand  fired  and  operated  this  machine  on  his  first  road  job. 

BILL'S  RADIO  &  TV 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


J.  R.  Lytle,  M.  D., 

mSIGIANANDSURGEOfl. 

Office  East  of  Drug  Store. 
jBeiidence first  door  Korthof  XJ.P.  Church, 

R^VNKIN,  ILLINOIS. 
Calls  at  all  lioxirs  promptly  attended. 

MISS  SOPHIA  HILL, 

Millineiy  &  Dressmaking 

Miss  Sophia  Hill  carries  the  latest 
«tyle8  and  wUl  guarantee  satisfaction 
both  in  prices  and  goods. 

SHE  ALSO  DOES  STAMPING. 
Bankin,       -----       m. 


i.if»>ft.  «i<»^ 


3P38=C 


3BS 


DANWOODARD.  Proo 

TONSORIAb  ARTIST 
HOT  OH  0O4J>  BATHH 


▲gent  for  Paxton  Stoam  Lauadn 
ASk  vork  stt*mita«4. 


H.  J.  BAUERS, 

HapXif  acturer  and  Dealer  1q 


HARNESS, 

liiTHE  BEST^r 

Saddles,  Bridles 

And  all  other  goods  pertaining  to  » 

First  Glass  Harness  Sbop 

HABNESS  BEP AIRING  NEATLY 
DONE. 

BANKIN,        "        '        ILLINOIS. 


T.  B.  HAYES,^^Dealer  In 


Rankin,  Illinois. 
All  kinds 


H  AND  R  BLOCK 

Mrs.  Leon  Reynolds 

Paxton,  Illinois 
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NOEMAN   STALLION  PRINCE. 


F.  A.  FINNEY. 

FURNITURE. 


AND 


Rarikin 


UNDERTAKING. 

lIMqols, 


1  keep  etefythinff  earried  in  a  fifst* 
class  Furniture  Hotise,  and  will  sell 
cheaper  than  any  otbet  hctuse  lilnofth- 
ern  Vermilion  coUnty.         • 


Parlor  Suits,  Bed  Roorq 
Suits,  Side  Boards,  Ot- 
tomans,  Hall    FurT\l- 
ture,  etc. 


^Undertaking  a  Specialty.^ 


My  stoci^  consists  of  Wood 
C^oth  and  plush  casl<ets. 
ErrjbalTTjnir^g  atter|ded  to 
day  or  night  Fine  new 
Hearse  in   connectio"n. 


Olnoloe  flowttra  tor  f u.n©r- 
CLls  OX3.  slriort  xiotloe 


DESCRIPTION. 

PRINCE  is  a  durk  Iron  Gray  and  will 
weigh  about  ICOO  pounds.  He  j«  three 
years  oM;  fine  style  and  action;  excell- 
ent disposition. 

Will  make  the  season  of  1S09  at  tny 
barn  on  tbe  Whithani  farm  south  of 
RaakU. 

Otto  Jyu^vsox,  Ovvner. 

LIVERY 

Feed  and  Sale  Stable. 


Livery  stock  new  and  firs t-cl ass.  Rates 
furnished  at  living  prJcea.  Will  fur- 
nish feed  and  good  quarters  for  teams 
fo  all  who  patronize  my  Stable. 

Rfifeal  &  WilllaiEsoii, 

PROPRIETORS. 
(At  Johnston'     old  stand,) 

RANICIN,  -  -  ILL 


LEWIS  BROTHERS  LIGHTNING  PROTECTION 
534  South  Vermilion  Street 
Paxton,   lllionois 
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Those  Who  Came  Later 


MILTON    EELLS 

Milton  C.  Eells  was  born  in  LaSalle 
County,  Illinois,  February  24,  1872.  He 
came  to  the  Rankin  area  with  his  parents, 
Charles  B.  and  Frances  Maines  Eells, 
when  they  bought  a  farm  three  miles 
southeast    of  Rankin. 

Louella  Droll  Eells  was  born  in  Put- 
nam County,  Illinois,  on  July  22,  1872. 
On  October  10,  1911,  Louella  and  Mil- 
ton Eells  were  married  in  Paxton.  They 
began  housekeeping  on  the  north  part  of 
the  farm  owned  by  his  parents.  They  had 
one  daughter.  Bertha  Frances.  The  Eells 
lived  on  the  farm  until  1908,  when  they 
moved  to  Rankin,  just  north  of  the 
Methodist  parsonage.  This  house  was 
built  in  the  Joseph  Carter  Addition  to 
Rankin  in  the  late  1890's  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shavey,  a  railroad  family.  Mr.  Eells 
had  purchased  from  "Doc"  Hubbard  and 
William  Patton  the  tile  and  brick  factory 
in  the  east  part  of  Rankin,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  L.  E.  &  W.  Railroad  tracks. 

He  died  November  11,  1944,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Rankin  Cemetery.  She  died 
in  Maryland  in  1966  and  is  also  buried  in 
the  Rankin  Cemetery. 


JOHN    THADEN 

Mattie  Weimken  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Germany  about  1881.  She 
married  Anton  Thormalen,  who  had  also 
come  from  Germany.  They  had  four 
children:  Sena,  Frank,  Henry  and  Bill. 
After  Anton's  death  Mattie  married  John 
Thaden. 


In  1912,  the  family  moved  to  Rankin 
to  the  John  H.  Johnson  farm  six  miles 
southeast  of  Rankin,  moving  into  Ran- 
kin in  1917.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Louis,  Manley,  Gertrude, 
Marguerith,  and  Lester. 

Mr.  Thaden  bought  a  livery  barn  lo- 
cated on  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and 
Third  Avenue. 

Mrs.  Thaden  died  in  1951,  and  Mr. 
Thaden  six  months  later. 


BARR    FAMILIES 

Lawrence  Daniel  Barr  was  bom  De- 
cember 2,  1892,  in  Latham,  Ohio,  to 
Daniel  J.  and  Elzarah  Barr.  Others  in  the 
family  are  Hugh,  Raymond  and  Aimee 
Barr  Humble.  Deceased  are  Frank,  John, 
Pearl,  Emmerson  and  Lillian  Barr  Trego. 

Lawrence  D.  came  to  the  vicinity  of 
Rankin  in  1911.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Rebekah  E.  Newkirk,  August  24, 
1920,  at  Covington,  Indiana.  They  have 
lived  near  and  in  Rankin  all  their  mar- 
ried life  and  are  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter:  Ronald  E.:  D.  Dwayne, 
Delmar  J.  and  LaRee  Lou  Jacobson. 

Lawrence  and  Rebekah  retired  from 
farming  in  1943  and  moved  to  their 
present  home  in  Rankin. 

Hugh  and  Delia  Barr,  residents  of  the 
land  that  was  part  of  the  original  tract 
belonging  to  the  Rankins  in  1852,  pur- 
chased it  in  1854.  They  have  lived  on 
this  farmstead  for  38  years.  Christian 
and  Helen  Peterson  lived  here  and  farmed 
for  many  years. 


IN  MEMORY  OF  OUR  PARENTS-Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Thaden 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Nelson 

by  Louis  and  Mildred  Thaden 
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The  Barrs  are  parents  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter:  Loyal;  Lt.  Col.  Harold, 
and  Arlene  Worwa. 

Hugh  was  bom  in  Latham,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober 8,  1890,  and  came  to  IlHnois  in 
1910,  working  on  farms  in  the  Penfield, 
Rankin,  Ellis  and  Clarence  communities 
until  he  started  farming  for  himself  in 
1916. 

Hugh  and  Delia  Newkirk  were  married 
in  Danville,  January  22,  1916. 

Pearle  Barr  was  bom  August  14,  1894, 
He  came  to  Illinois  at  the  age  of  16  and 
worked  on  different  farms  in  the  Fithian 
and  Rankin  areas,  retiring  in  1964  to 
Rankin. 

He  married  Florence  Custer  on  Febru- 
ary 14, 1925,  in  Covington,  Indiana.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Evelyn  Ann  Gmssing; 
Jerry  D.;  and  Larry  L. 

Pearle,  a  veteran  of  World  War  I,  died 
January  21,  1970. 


ANDREW   J.   NELSON 

The  Andrew  J.  Nelson  family  moved 
to  the  Rankin  vicinity  in  1910,  buying 
151  acres  of  land  southwest  of  Rankin 
from  the  W.  A.  Rankin  Estate  (present 
Edna  Nelson  farm).  Here  he  built  a  new 
home  on  the  southeast  comer  of  the 
north  71   acres. 

Their  family  consisted  of  one  daugh- 
ter, Ellen,  and  three  sons:  Arthur,  Fred 
and  Arvid.  Andrew  retired  in  1922. 


THE    FARNEYS 

Rev.  Joseph  Famey,  great-great  grand- 
father of  Benjamin  Farney,  was  a  man  of 
energy  and  means.  He  and  his  wife  were 
the  heads  of  the  principal  Farney  family 
of  Lewis  County,  New  York. 


Peter  Famey,  II,  third  son  of  Joseph 
Farney,  was  born  1822  in  Alsace-Lor- 
raine, France.  He  married  Susan  Naft- 
ziger  in  1845,  and  they  spent  a  few 
years  at  Rankin. 

Solomon  Famey,  Sr.,  fifth  son  of 
Peter  2nd,  was  bom  in  1860,  moving  to 
Rankin  in  1885.  He  married  Christine 
R.  Eisenman,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  all  but  two  of  whom 
live  in  the  Rankin-Cissna  Park  area.  Chris- 
tina died  in  1924,  and  Solomon  married 
Mary  Messer.  He  died  in  1947,  and  she 
died  in  1 948  in  Cissna  Park. 

William  Christian  Famey,  second  son 
of  Solomon,  was  born  in  1888  at  Rankin. 
He  married  Lizzie  Neukomm,  and  they 
had  thirteen  children:  John,  Benjamin, 
Esther  Steiner,  Martha,  Louise  Drayer, 
Helen  Lackey,  Maijorie  Knapp,  CaroHne 
Leman,  Sophia  Peyer,  Clara  Bodager, 
Lucille  Baker  and  Anna  Nuest.  Lizzie 
died  in  1971  and  WUliam  in  1972. 


JOHN  WIEMKEN  FAMILY 

John  Wiemken  was  born  at  Wittmund 
Ostfrieslund,  Germany.  In  1872,  the 
family  emigrated  to  America  and  set- 
tled at  Minonk,  Ilhnois.  He  married  Min- 
nie Kalkwarf  at  Flanagan,  Ilhnois.  In 
March  1910,  they  and  their  seven  chil- 
dren moved  by  train  to  the  John  Visser- 
ing  farm  east  of  Rankin. 

During  the  time  that  Rankin  was  a 
thriving  railroad  town,  Mr.  Wiemken 
operated  a  dairy  and  suppHed  the  restau- 
rants and  residents  with  fresh  milk  and 
cream  every  day  and  also  cottage  cheese 
and  butter  by  order. 

He  was  a  member  and  president  of  the 
high  school  board  for  many  years. 


COMPLIMENTS  OF  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Barr  and  Family 

Rankin,  Illinois 
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There  were  ten  Wiemken  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  still  living:  Manley, 
Rosalind  Brenner,  Follie,  Marie  Young- 
dahl,  Alma  Parish,  John,  Dorothy  Seidel 
and  Lawrence. 


JACOB  &  MINNIE  BRENNER  MATHIS 

Jacob  Mathis  and  Minnie  Brenner  were 
married  February  9,  1882,  at  Washing- 
ton, Illinois,  and  they  farmed  until 
moving  northeast  of  Rankin  in  1889.  To 
this  union  were  born  nine  children: 
Katie  Walder,  Anna  Seidel,  Mary  Lee, 
Delia  Witterich,  John  (died  in  infancy), 
Chfford,  Alice  Betka,  Wilham  and  Ger- 
trude Rentsch. 

They  retired  in  1925  and  moved  into 
Rankin.  There  are  23  grandchildren. 


HANS  CHRISTENSEN 

Hans  Christensen  was  bom  in  1863 
and  died  in  1933.  Maren  Rotkin  Chris- 
tensen was  bom  in  1864  and  died  in 
1945.  Hans,  at  the  age  of  21  in  1884, 
came  to  Paxton  from  Copenhagen,  Den- 
mark. Two  years  later  his  sweetheart, 
Maren  Rotkin,  came  from  Uhland,  Den- 
mark. They  soon  were  married  and 
moved  to  the  farm  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Melvin  Hasler  now  live.  Eva,  Gina,  Anna, 
Katie  and  John  were  bom  here.  They 
moved  to  the  McCauley  farm  south  of 
Reilly.  Harry,  Fred,  Art,  Martin,  George 
and  Ole  were  born  there.  They  lived  here 
until  1921  and  moved  to  the  Patton 
farm.  The  present  owner  of  the  farm  is 
Milton  Meyer. 

The  patent  for  this  farm  from  the 
U.  S.  Government  was  given  to  James 
Mix  January  10,  1855.  The  Chicago  and 
Eastem  Illinois  Railroad  was  granted  a 


1 1 0  feet  wide  strip  of  land  for  the  pres- 
ent railroad  right  of  way. 

Approximately    125    descendants   of 
this  family  are  living. 


SID    DAVIS 

Sid  Davis  is  one  of  our  oldest  living 
Rankin  citizens.  Although  not  native 
born,  he  and  his  wife  lived  in  the  Rankin 
community  a  number  of  years.  He  mar- 
ried Emma  Disbrow  on  October  7,  1890, 
and  in  1966  they  celebrated  their  76th 
wedding  anniversary. 

He  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  both  bom  in 
Ohio  and  met  and  married  in  Indiana. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  SID  DAV7S-65th  Anniversary 
1955. 

They  spent  most  of  their  life  farming, 
retired  and  moved  into  Rankin  in  1938. 

Sid,  as  he  is  known  to  all,  is  living  at 
the  Ford  County  Nursing  Home,  Paxton. 
In  June  1971,  he  and  another  man  from 
Paxton  of  101  years  tumed  the  first 
shovels  full  of  dirt  for  the  new  addition 
to  the  Ford  County  Nursing  Home.  Sid 
celebrated  his  102nd  birthday  on  Octo- 
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ber  5,  1971,  and  had  a  brother,  Dean, 
who  lived  to  be  two  months  over  100. 
Mrs.  Davis  died  in  June,  1967,  at  the  age 
of  95.  She  was  reared  by  her  grand- 
mother, who  was  101  years  old  when  she 
died. 


JOHN    RYAN,  Sr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Ryan  and  family 
moved  to  Rankin  in  1904.  He  worked  as 
a  machinist  at  the  Rankin  Round  House, 
later  working  as  a  carpenter  with  Mr.  Ira 
Stamp.  They  had  six  sons  and  three 
daughters:  William,  Edward,  Frank,  Rob- 
ert, Laurence,  John,  Jr.,  Lucille,  Flo- 
rence and  Katherine. 


HARLEY    O'NEAL 

Harley  O'Neal  was  born  near  LeRoy, 
IlUnois,  September  1885,  the  son  of 
Eleasor  C.  and  Rebecca  Reese  O'Neal. 
Harley  married  Bertha  France  in  May, 
1905,  and  they  had  a  son,  Vernon.  Ber- 
tha died  on  June  30,  1907.  In  1913,  he 
married  Myra  Norris  and  in  1917  they 
returned  to  Rankin  and  started  working 
for  Mr.  Brickey  in  his  hardware  and  tin 
shop. 

In  1926,  Harley  purchased  the  Brickey 
business. 

Harley  and  Myra  were  the  parents  of 
Glenn,  Frances,  Ernest,  Ethel,  Velma, 
Earl  and  Doris. 


CHRIS    C.    JOHNSON 

Chris  C.  and  Minnie  Hansen  Johnson 
were  bom  in  Denmark.  They  came  to 
Rankin  from  near  Penfield  in  1900,  set- 
tling southeast  of  town  on  the  old  Gun- 
derson  place. 
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They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren: John,  Lettie  Bell,  Harry,  Hans, 
Marie  Fehr,  Anna  Pierce,  Rudy,  Albert 
and  C.  Bernard.  They  moved  to  town  in 
1936  in  the  Otto  Erikson  place  where 
Rudy  and  Albert  now  live. 


JOHN    SCHARLACH 

The  John  Scharlach  family  moved 
from  Fairbury  to  Cissna  Park  in  1895. 
In  1905,  John  bought  160  acres  of  land 
northeast  of  Rankin. 

The  family  lived  on  the  farm  until 
1934,  when  they  moved  to  Cissna  Park. 
In  1945  the  family  moved  to  Rankin 
where  they  bought  their  home,  now  the 
Don  Wolfe  residence.  John  Scharlach 
died  in  1947  at  the  age  of  80  years  and 
Mrs.  Scharlach  died  in  1968  at  the  age  of 
97  years. 

To  this  union  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren: Elmer,  Edward  and  Bertha  are  de- 
ceased; Ella,  Cora,  Clyde,  Arthur,  Aaron, 
Clara,  Lester,  Nettie,  Harry  and  Mrs. 
Loren  (Mary)  Anderson. 


GUY   AND   NELLIE   MESSICK 

Guy  Messick,  born  November  6,  1885, 
in  Rossville  and  NeUie  Cade,  bom  Au- 
gust 25,  1890,  in  Cicero,  Indiana,  were 
married  July  27,  191 1,  in  Danville.  They 
resided  in  the  Rossville  community  until 
about  1915,  when  they  moved  to  Reilly 
where  Mr.  Messick  was  employed  as  a 
farm  laborer.  They  moved  into  Rankin 
about  1918  and  Mr.  Messick  was  a  boiler 
washer  at  the  Round  House  of  the  Mickel 
Plate  Railroad. 

When  the  railroad  yards  were  moved 
to  Frankfort,  Indiana,  in  1933,  Mr.  Mes- 
sick purchased  some  dry  cleaning  equip- 
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ment  with  ?S200  that  Mrs.  Messick  re- 
ceived at  the  death  of  her  father.  Along 
with  this  business,  he  operated  a  pool 
hall  in  a  building  on  Main  Street  uptown. 
After  giving  up  the  cleaning  business  he 
continued  in  the  tavern  business  until  he 
retired  in  1955. 

The  Messicks  had  eight  children: 
George,  Manfred,  Ellen  who  died  in 
1967,  Helen,  Leona,  James  who  died  in 
1948,  Bob  and  Joanne.  Of  these,  Man- 
fred and  Helen  still  reside  in  Rankin. 

Guy  Messick  died  one  year  after  he 
retired  in  March,  1956,  and  Mrs.  Messick 
died  November  1971. 


telegraph  operator  at  the  Rankin  yards. 
They  had  three  children:  Verne,  Ruby 
and  Leland. 

Verne  Shepard  and  Herbert  Bunnelle 
worked  as  bakers  for  Milo  Shumaker  in 
his  restaurant  and  bakery  on  Main  Street. 

In  July  1920,  Verne  and  Grace  Cheno- 
weth  were  married.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  sons— Gene,  deceased,  and  Jack. 


SHEPARD 

James  W.  and  Nettie  Shepard  came  to 
Rankin  from  Moran,  Indiana,  in  1907, 
where  James  was  employed  as  a  railroad 


GEORGE    STAMP 

George  and  Sarah  Bacon  Stamp  came 
to  Illinois  from  New  York  and  married 
in  1852.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
sons:  Charles,  Asa,  Frederick,  Riley, 
George  Ira,  and  Bemie.  George  served  in 
the  Civil  War,  after  which  he  moved  to  a 
farm  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Ver- 
milion County,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death  in  1896;  Sarah  moved  into  Rankin 


THE  FRANK  KAMERER  FAMILY  (story  on  page  86) 
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in   the  house  occupied  by  Ewell  Wells 
family. 

Ira  Stamp  married  Stella  Moore  at 
Clarence  in  1888  where  they  farmed 
until  1900  when  they  moved  into  Ran- 
kin. He  built  many  of  the  houses  in  Ran- 
kin. They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  CUfford,  Jessie  Webb,  Helen  I, 
Christiansen  and  Fern  Webb. 

John  H.  Christiansen  was  bom  in  Co- 


penhagen, Denmark,  in  1865.  He  mar- 
ried Lena  Mortensen  also  of  Denmark  in 
1895  at  Paxton.  They  had  four  children: 
Christ,  Lenora  Hansen,  Raymond  J.,  and 
a  son  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  family  moved  to  Rankin  in  1903, 
where  John  was  a  shoemaker.  He  later 
opened  a  shop  in  Watseka  which  he 
operated  until  his  death  in  1934.  Mrs. 
Christiansen  died  in  1960. 


CARL  ALBIN 
JOHNSON  &. 
MINNIE 
FREDERICKSON- 

Wedding  picture 
1898 
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FREDERICKSON-JOHNSON 

John  and  Christina  Johansen  Fred- 
erickson  were  born  and  married  in  Swe- 
den and  came  to  Paxton  around  1870. 
They  settled  on  a  farm  south  of  Clarence, 
where  they  lived  until  their  deaths— she 
in  1900  and  he  in  1919.  Both  are  buried 
in  the  Rankin  Cemetery.  They  were  the 
parents  of  fourteen  children,  one  of 
whom  was  Minnie  Frederickson. 

Minnie  married  Carl  Albin  Johnson, 
son  of  Steven  and  Gustava  Johnson  on 
December  29,  1898.  The  Johnsons  came 
to  Rankin  from  Sweden  in  1869.  They 
worked  on  a  farm  later  buying  the  farm 
east  of  Rankin  where  Gary  Johnson  now 
lives.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  was  Carl  Albin.  Mr. 
Johnson  died  in  1896  and  Gustava  was 
married  in  1904  to  Thomas  Nelson  and 
lived  where  Alberta  Johnson  now  lives. 
They  were  famous  for  their  flower  gar- 
dens. 

After  farming  east  of  Rankin  on  the 
Johnson  family  land,  Minnie  and  Albin 
and  two  children,  Lillie  and  Lester, 
moved  to  Argyle,  Minnesota.  It  was  here 
that  Gladys,  Henning  and  Evelyn  were 
born.  They  lived  here  until  Albin  died  of 
pneumonia  in  1915  when  they  returned 
to  Rankin.  Mrs.  Johnson  bought  the 
house  in  the  west  part  of  Rankin  where 
she  lived  until  her  death  in  1968.  The 
home  was  sold  to  a  granddaughter  and 
husband,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  Eighner. 


KAMERER    FAMILY 

Francis  Xavier  Kamerer,  of  German 
parentage,  bom  at  Bloomington,  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Gordon,  a  Texan,  at  St. 
Mary's   Church   in   Bloomington.   They 


came  to  Rankin  to  live  where  Frank  was 
a  fireman,  and  later  an  engineer  on  the 
L.  E.  &  W.  Railroad.  They  built  their 
own  home  in  1913.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren: Mae  Petersen,  Martin,  Gordon  and 
Edward.  Frank  died  in  1940,  and  Mary 
died  in  1941.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
Rankin  Cemetery. 


MARTIN    P.    DROLL 

Martin  P.  Droll  was  born  February  22, 
1833,  in  Roden,  Bavaria,  Germany,  the 
oldest  of  eight  children.  The  family  came 
to  America  in  1852,  settling  in  Putnam 
County,  Illinois.  Bertha  Holfeld,  bom 
February  3,  1845,  in  Saxony  Germany, 
came  to  America  when  she  was  three 
years  old. 

Martin    married    Bertha   February  9, 


1863,  and  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Put- 
nam County.  In  1875  they  purchased  a 
farm  south  of  Rankin  which  is  owned 
and  occupied  by  a  granddaughter,  Ber- 
nice  Walker.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  G.  A.,  A.  C,  Emma  Hayes, 
Louella  Eells,  Minnie  Lee  and  Amelia 
Walker. 

Martin  died  November  7,  1917,  and 
Bertha  died  September  16,  1924. 


IN  MEMORY  OF  GUY  AND  NELLIE  MESSICK 
from  their  children  and  grandchildren 
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CLARK    WALKER 

Clark  Walker,  son  of  Oswald  and  Mary 
McKee  Walker,  was  reared  in  the  Paxton 
community. 

He  married  Amelia  Droll  on  December 
29,  1896,  in  Chicago.  To  this  union  were 
born  two  children-Orrin,  killed  in  an 
auto  accident  October  1936,  and  Ber- 
nice. 

They  started  farming  on  the  Lolough 
farm  and  moved  to  the  Droll  farm  Cwhere 
Bernice  Walker  resides;  the  reniamder  of 
their  lives.  Both  Clark  and  Amelia  died 
in  1951. 

In  1903  Charles  Cordes  started  work- 
ing for  the  Walkers  when  he  was  eighteen 
years  old.  Mr.  Cordes  will  be  89  years 
old  September  14,  1972,  and  is  in  good 
health  and  very  active. 


W.  C.  Walker's  Belgian  Stallion 
HUBBELLS 

Charles  William  Hubbell  was  born  in 
1859  in  Montgomery,  Alabama.  After 
the  Civil  War,  his  family  located  in  Ash- 
ley, a  small  town  in  Southern  Illinois.  At 
the  age  of  twelve,  Charles  was  orphaned, 
and  went  to  live  with  an  uncle  in  Mur- 
physboro.  He  got  a  job  driving  a  stage 
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coach,  later  going  to  a  school  for  tele- 
graphers, where  he  qualified  for  the  job 
which  was  to  be  his  life  work. 

Mary  Caroline  Davis  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1877,  moving  with  her  parents 
to  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Her  father,  at 
sixteen  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army 
as  a  drummer  boy.  His  drum  was  soon 
replaced  with  a  musket,  and  one  of  the 
big  battles  was  at  Pea  Ridge. 


CHARLES  WILLIAM  HUBBELL 

Charles  and  Mary  were  married  in 
1898;  their  children  were:  Addonia, 
Charles,  Calvin,  Edna  Mae  and  Marga- 
rette.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell,  Addonia, 
Charles,  and  Calvin  were  at  one  time  all 
telegraphers. 

Addonia  was  well  acquainted  with 
depots  of  the  area,  starting  at  Goodwine, 
and  soon  became  a  supervisor  at  Western 
Union  in  Chicago,  a  position  which  she 
held  for  25  years.  She  covered  national 
conventions  for  both  major  political  par- 
ties. She  studied  and  taught  at  Bush  Con- 
servatory in  Chicago  (now  American 
Conservatory)  and  sang  for  a  radio  sta- 
tion in  Chicago.  She  retired  in  1955,  but 
reactivated  in  1956  with  the  C.  &  E.  I. 
Railroad,  and  operated  at  the  Danville 
office  as  well  as  the  yard  center  in 
Chicago. 


ADDONIA  HUBBELL 

Calvin  taught  and  coached  in  the  jun- 
ior high  school  at  Rankin  for  40  years 
and  holds  a  degree  from  Illinois  State 
University.  He  married  Pauline  Corbly, 
granddaughter  of  the  late  pioneer  Lind- 
say Corbly  who  came  to  this  area  in 
1856  in  a  covered  wagon  and  located  at 
Corbly's  Ford,  where  he  owned  a  thou- 
sand acres  of  land.  He  helped  establish 
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the  University  of  Illinois.  Calvin  and 
Pauline  are  the  parents  of  Calvin,  Jr., 
Mary  Jean  Mueller,  and  Suzanne  Barr. 

Charles  worked  for  three  railroads  as 
telegrapher,  fireman,  and  brakeman,  and 
served  in  the  Air  Force  in  Rantoul.  His 
children  are  Charles,  Beth  Ann,  Addonia 
Mae,  and  Thelma  Lou.  He  is  retired,  and 
lives  with  his  wife  in  Clinton,  Indiana. 

Edna  Mae  graduated  from  Illinois 
State  University,  teaching  in  the  Rankin 
and  Danville  Schools  where  she  retired 
in  1971.  She  married  Adrian  Sharpe 
there. 

Margarette  attended  Chicago  Conser- 
vatory of  Music  in  Chicago.  She  married 
John  D.  Handbury  there,  and  they  have 
three  children:  John,  Mary,  and  Holly. 
Margarette  now  lives  in  Glen  Ellyn; 

Mrs.  Hubbell  retired  at  Reilly  in  1943. 
She  is  living  now  at  the  Hoopeston  Nurs- 
ing Home,  and  will  be  95  in  December. 

GUS  NELSON 

In    1871,   August   Miller,  two  of  his 
sons  and  a  daughter,  Vendla,  and  Gus 
Nelson    left    Sweden.    They    settled    in 
Paxton,    Illinois. 
/ 


Gus  and  Vendla  were  married  August 
9,  1972,  in  Paxton  and  moved  to  Rankin 
the  next  year,  into  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  Roy  Lynch,  part  of  which  was 
moved  in  from  Pellsville  in  the  1870's. 

They   raised   eight  children:   August, 
Frank,  Albert,  Amanda  Lindlow,  Arthur, 
Henry,  Ernest  and  Anna  Hammerstrand. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  a  drayman;  Later  on, 
he  worked  at  the  railroad  yards  cleaning, 
checking  and  oiling  the  engines  and  cars. 
He  was  also  a  "lamplighter"  starting  on 
his  route  early  each  evening,  lighting  the 
kerosene  lamps  on  a  post  at  each  corner. 


Nelson  home,  moved  into  Rankin  1 873 
Present  home  of  Roy  Lynch 


GUS  NELSON 

JOHN  INGOLD 

John  Ingold  came  to  America  from 
Switzerland  around  1855  with  his  par- 
ents when  he  was  only  two  years  old. 
They  came  by  sail  boat,  taking  90  days 
to  make  the  crossing,  landing  in  New 
Orleans.  They  came  to  Illinois,  settling 
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near  Morton.  In  1883,  he  married  Chris- 
tina Schmittgall,  who  had  come  to  the 
U.  S.  from  Germany  in  1882.  She  came 
to  the  New  World  by  steamboat,  and 
landed  in  New  York.  She  came  to  Illinois 
by  train,  landing  in  Rankin  where  she 
was  sent  by  the  depot  agent  to  stay  with 
a  Mettler  family.  They  lived  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Nelle  Williams'  home  and  spoke 
German.  She  stayed  with  them  over- 
night, then  went  to  Cissna  Park  to  stay 
with  an  aunt,  until  her  marriage  to  John. 
They  moved  to  the  farm  just  east  of  the 
Bob  Mathis  home  and  lived  there  until 
retiring  to  town.  Mr.  Ingold  built  the 
house,  barn  and  crib  that  stand  on  the 
place  today. 

To  this  union  were  born  nine  children: 
George,  Louis,  John,  Sam,  Ida  Kuntz, 
Edward,  Louise  Frank,  Lydia  and  Perry. 

Below  is  a  picture  of  one  of  the  first 
tractors  in  the  Rankin  vicinity— a  Water- 
loo Boy— John  Ingold,  Jr.,  is  sitting  on 
the  tractor. 


JOHN    NEWMAN 

John  Newman  was  bom  in  New  Jersey 
in  1850,  coming  with  his  parents  and 
their  family  to  IlHnois  in  the  early  1850's 
in  a  covered  wagon  and  settling  around 
Seneca  and  Morris,  Illinois. 

Ellen  Carlon  was  bom  and  reared 
around  Morris,  the  daughter  of  Hugh 
Carlon.  She  was  one  of  seven  children: 
Bridgett  Ruddy,  Christina  McGuan,  Nanie, 
Katherine,  Hugh  and  Tom  Carlon.  She 
lived  at  home  until  around  1876  when 
she  came  to  Rankin  to  keep  house  for 
her  brother,  Tom  Carlon.  Here  she  met 
and  married  John  Newman  in  1878. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Otto,  John,  Mary  (Mame)  King,  and 
Katherine. 

John  Newman  came  from  Seneca  and 
purchased  what  is  known  as  the  Newman 
farm  north  of  Rankin,  on  November  4, 
1872-160  acres  for  $20  an  acre. 

Otto  Newman  has  the  papers  concern- 
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ing  this  land  given  to  William  Bagley  and 
to  William  Thompson,  as  land  grants  to 
soldiers,  signed  by  President  Pierce  in 
1855. 


S.    B.    JONES 


ANDREW    WENDELL 

Andrew  Wendell  was  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1854,  at  Fjellkine,  Skane  Sweden. 
He  married  Nellie  Ringdahl  at  the  Ring- 
dahl  home  on  May  9,  1879.  They  sailed 
for  America,  arriving  the  summer  of 
1879  in  Paxton,  and  later  moved  to  a 
farm  southwest  of  Rankin.  They  had 
five  children:  Wilham,  Linda,  Selma, 
Alice  and  Emma.  They  retired  and 
moved  to  Paxton  in  1925.  The  farm  later 
became  known  as  the  Roy  Swanson  farm 
and  is  still  in  the  family. 

Mr.  Wendell  died  in  1931  and  Mrs. 
Wendell  in   1927. 


S.  Bryon  and  Elmira  Jones  moved 
from  Wapella  to  a  farm  southeast  of 
Rankin  in  1895.  It  was  the  last  section 
of  land  to  be  broken  by  the  plow  in  that 
vicinity.  In  1904  they  moved  to  Say- 
brook  for  four  years  before  returning  to 
Rankin. 

They  had  eight  children:  Bessie  Hunt, 
Stella  Harper,  Frank,  Addie,  Roy,  Her- 
bert, Merritt  and  Harley. 

Harley,  the  only  living  one,  was  mana- 
ger of  the  Rankin  Shipping  Association 
around  1927-30,  until  trucks  started  to 
transport  stock  to  Chicago.  In  1937,  he 
had  his  farm  sale,  moving  to  Hoopeston, 
and  later  to  Paxton  in  1962. 


THE  JOHN  NEWMAN  FAMILY 
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KARL   KNOLL 

Karl  Knoll  was  born  January  28,  1858, 
in  Wittenburg,  Germany,  coming  to  the 
U.  S.  in  1882,  settling  near  Secor,  Illi- 
nois. He  married  Eva  Elizabeth  Kief  on 
January  1,  1883.  They  moved  to  a  farm 
southwest  of  Rankin.  They  had  fourteen 
children:  Minnie  Sollars,  William,  George, 
Louise  Knowles,  Viola  Wessels,  Clara  and 
Clarence  (twins),  Bert,  Robert,  Otto, 
Lawrence,  Martha  Nicklas,  Alfred  and 
Laura.  Lawrence  and  Laura  still  live  on 
the  home  farm.  Mr.  Knoll  died  in  August 
1937,  and  Mrs.  Knoll  in  July,  1940. 


JAMES  HENDRICKS 

James  Wilson  Hendricks  married  Caro- 
lyn Lewis  Larson  and  they  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children:  Hattie,  Thomas, 
Arthur  W.,  Martha  I.  Wagner,  Effie  R. 
Rutledge,  Ruth  F.  Young,  and  Theo- 
dore J. 

James,  Sr.,  farmed  northwest  of  town, 
and  operated  a  threshing  outfit  until 
moving  into  Rankin,  where  he  was  the 
night  watchman  for  a  time. 

Thomas  Hendricks  married  Lillie  Hoff- 
man and  they  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  May  KoUman,  Jacob,  James, 
Elmer,  Ruth  Cordes,  Francis,  Wilmer, 
and  Amassa  Glenn,  who  was  killed  in 
Worid  War  II. 


FREDERICK   KUNTZ 

Frederick  Kuntz  was  born  in  1856  in 
Bavaria,  Germany.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1881  and  settled  near  Strawn. 

Anna  Marie  Hopfner  was  born  in  1861 
in  Northern  Germany  and  came  to  the 


U.  S.  in  1882.  She  and  Fred  were  mar- 
ried in  1886  and  moved  northwest  of 
Rankin.  To  this  union  were  bom  nine 
children:  Bertha  Zuriinden,  Nellie  Zur- 
linden,  Anna  Ingold,  Jennie  Ingold,  Clara 
LeFever,  Henry,  Fred,  Peter  and  a  baby 
boy  who  died  and  is  buried  in  the  Pells- 
ville  Cemetery. 

The  Kuntz's  lived  in  the  rural  area  of 
Rankin  until  1912  when  they  moved 
into  Rankin  and  lived  in  the  house  where 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Parks  now  lives. 


HENRY  SLACK  FRANCE 

Henry  Slack  France  was  born  near 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  1838,  coming  to 
LaSalle  County  in  Illinois  in  1861.  He 
married  Mary  Jane  Dugan  in  1867,  and 
they  had  five  children:  Marietta,  Eliza- 
beth, Cora,  Bertha  and  Jacob. 

The  France's  moved  to  Rankin  in 
1875,  and  bought  land  east  of  town,  ex- 
tending to  the  north  side  of  the  railroad 
tracks  for  $11  an  acre.  In  1880,  when 
the  L.  E.  &  W.  Railroad  officials  were  to 
build  the  railroad  yards  east  of  the  tracks, 
Mr.  France  sold  eight  acres  as  a  building 
site  for  the  yards.  This  sale  enabled  him 
to  complete  payment  of  his  farm,  now 
occupied  by  the  Art  Johnsons. 


SEIDEL 

Franz  Karl  and  Ottilia  Hanard  Seidel 

came  to  the  United  States  from  Kreu- 
bourg,  Germany,  in  1889,  with  their  sev- 
en children:  Gustav  Adolphus,  Kuno 
Gustav,  Frank,  Minnie,  Pauline,  Amelia, 
and  Helen.  They  settled  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  and  moved  to  Rankin  in 
1890. 


BEASLEY  OIL  COMPANY 
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Gustav  Adolphus  Seidel  married  Ber- 
tha Brenner  in  May  1905,  residing  in 
Chicago  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
fireman  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
later  moving  to  Rankin.  Their  children 
are:  Gustav,  Jr.;  Kenneth;  Helen  Freder- 
ick; Ottilie  Gibbons;  Bertha  Bloom- 
strand;  Lucille;  Frances  Long;  Maijorie 
Feitshans  and  Gertrude.  They  moved  to 
town  in  1952,  where  he  died  in  1960, 
and  she  in  1971. 

Kuno  Gustav  Seidel  married  Edna 
Peterson  in  June  1912;  their  children 
are:  May,  Ina,  and  Marie.  In  1905,  he 
started  the  Grocery  and  Merchandise 
Store.  In  August  1916,  the  store  burned 
to  the  ground,  he  rebuilt  with  a  brick 
building  (now  Seaney's  bowling  alley) 
and  was  back  in  business  by  December, 
1916.  He  retired  in  May  1941  due  to  fail- 
ing health. 

Frank  Seidel  married  Anna  Mathis; 
their  children  are  Frank  and  Glenn.  After 
retiring  from  farming  he  purchased  the 
Joseph  Faith  furniture  store  and  funeral 
business,  employing  a  licensed  embalmer, 
Earl  Leemon,  and  his  nephew,  Gustav, 
Jr.,  to  help  him. 

The  three  brothers,  Gustav,  Kuno  and 
Frank,  served  both  schools  and  the  Lu- 
theran Church  as  board  members  for 
years. 

Gustav,  Jr.,  attended  Worsham  Em- 
balming School  in  Chicago.  He  worked 
for  Ford  Funeral  Home  for  a  short  time. 
Later  he  purchased  the  Charles  Hill  resi- 
dence in  1942  and  operated  the  Seidel 
Funeral  Home  for  22  years.  He  married 
Evelyn  Johnson  and  their  children  are 
Bonnie  Eighner  and  Will,  a  mortician  in 
Taylorville. 


STRAYER 


Nana  Knerr  was  born  February  26, 
1870,  in  a  log  cabin  at  Sugar  Grove, 
which  is  in  Knerr  Township  in  Cham- 
paign County,  the  township  named  for 
her  grandfather.  Her  parents  were  Joseph 
and  Emma  Knerr;  she  had  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Rosa  Mcintosh,  and  a  brother  Foster. 
She  attended  high  school  in  Rankin,  stay- 
ing at  the  home  of  Dr.  Hazel.  She  took 
her  senior  year  at  Wingate,  Indiana.  She 
taught  school  for  one  year  at  the  Strayer 
School,  and  one  year  at  the  Trickle 
Grove   School. 

At  age  40,  she  bought  an  old  square 
grand  piano,  and  taught  herself  to  play. 
In  her  sixties  she  taught  many  beginners 
on  a  variety  of  stringed  instruments 
which  Hned  her  walls.  Mary  Goddard 
learned  from  her  the  rudiments  of  violin. 


"Taken  on  my  91st  birthday,  Feb.  26,  '61. 
Will  have  another  Feb.  26,  '62  'if  the 
Lord's  willing.'" 
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majored  in,  and  later  taught  violin  at  Illi- 
nois Wesley  an.  She  and  her  husband,  Mr. 
Carlson,  are  famous  teachers  and  enter- 
tainers at  Saginaw,  Michigan.  The  Kamer- 
er  brothers  practiced  with  her  on  their 
violins  to  improve  their  timing. 

The  urge  to  paint  had  lain  dormant 
from  the  time  she  had  seen  a  woman 
painting  along  a  railroad  track  when  she 
was  thirteen.  At  age  89,  she  enrolled 
with  Ruth  Mathis  for  two  or  three  les- 
sons, who  prepared  a  palette  for  her.  She 
painted  over  a  hundred  pictures,  and 
sold  thirty  of  them  in  less  than  a  year. 
She  was  active  until  her  death  in  her 
93rd  year. 


BORSCH-McGEE 

According  to  Doris  ColHer,  Peoria 
High  School  teacher,  her  aged  mother, 
Grace  Borsch  McGee,  wife  of  retired 
L.  E.  &  W.  passenger  engineer,  William 
McGee,  remembers  her  youth  in  Rankin— 

The  doctors  she  remembered  are  Lytle, 
Liggett,  and  Richardson. 

The  old  Lake  Erie  and  Western  Rail- 
road had  four  trains  a  day  and  two 
passenger  trains. 

There  were  twelve  grades  in  the  old 
wooden  school  building,  directly  in  front 
of  the  present  school. 

Walter  Rankin  carried  the  mail  on  a 
small  wagon.  The  roads  were  so  muddy 
they  drove  on  the  grass  close  to  the 
hedge.  She  had  a  livery  rig  to  take  her  to 
Centennial  School.  She  paid  the  driver 
$1.50  to  take  her  to  school  on  Monday, 
and  the  doctor  would  pick  her  up  when 
he  came  from  a  call.  Her  teachers  were 
Emma  Zahler,  Mrs.  Brier,  MoUie  Camp- 
bell, and  R.  A.  Folk.  Mary  and  Cora 
Christy  were  the  music  teachers. 


FREDERICK  FAMILY 

Jacob  Frederick  and  Magdalene  Beer 
were  bom  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  in  1830 
and  they  married  in  1852.  They  had 
seven  children,  all  born  in  Switzerland: 
Frederick,  Mary  (who  died  in  infancy), 
a  second  Mary,  Jacob,  Rosa,  Elizabeth 
and  John.  They  came  to  Peoria  in  1869, 
when  John  was  two  years  old.  Jacob  was 
a  dairy  farmer  and  cheese  manufacturer. 
He  died  when  49  years  old  and  was  bur- 
ied in  Springdale  Cemetery  in  Peoria. 

John  came  with  his  mother  and  sisters 
to  Fountain  Creek  when  a  young  man. 
After  his  mother's  death  in  1890,  he 
moved  to  a  farm  near  Cissna  Park  where 
he  married  Emma  Strauss.  They  had  ten 
children  who  reached  adulthood:  Eliza- 
beth, Arthur,  Samuel,  Edward,  Sophia, 
John,  Benjamin,  Harry,  Cora,  Rosella; 
and  Mabel  who  died  in  infancy.  Later  he 
farmed  and  operated  his  threshing  ma- 
chines until  1905,  when  he  moved  to 
Rankin.  In  1907  he  moved  to  a  farm 
home  in  the  Science  Hill  neighborhood 
where  he  did  small  farming  and  served  as 
a  supply  clerk  for  the  Lake  Erie  and 
Western  Railroad. 

In  1921,  he  moved  to  Rankin  where 
he  died  in  1926.  Emma  Frederick  died  in 
1950  and  both  are  buried  in  Rankin 
Union  Cemetery. 


JOHN   H.   JOHNSON 

John  H.  Johnson  was  born  in  Den- 
mark. In  the  1800's  they  had  a  draft  lot- 
tery similar  to  what  we  have  in  the 
United  States  today.  John  had  a  high 
draft  number,  so  he  was  not  called  into 
the  service.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in    1862,  landing  in  New  York, 


ELZIE  NUSS  FARM  SUPPLY 

230  South  Market 

Paxton,  Illinois 


where  he  worked  for  a  brick  layer  carry- 
ing brick. 

Mary  Anderson  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1875  and  worked  for  a  cattle 
dealer  near  Penfield  until  her  marriage  in 
April  1879  to  John  H.  Johnson.  They 
started  housekeeping  on  the  farm  south- 
east   of  Rankin   (now  owned   by  Oral 
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Clark).  They  purchased  this  land  for  $12 
an  acre  and  lived  in  the  house  pictured 
gelow.  To  this  union  six  children  were 
born:  Emma  Speck,  Peter,  Charles,  Mar- 
tin, Hans  and  Carl. 

They  moved  to  Rankin  in  1891,  in 
the  home  now  owned  by  the  Hugh  Barrs 
and  later  built  the  home  now  owned  by 
Ephraim  Bolins. 


John  H.  Johnson  helped  his  father  build  this  cabin- 
their  first  home -southeast  of  Rankin. 


L.  F.  PETERSON  CO. 

Plumbing  and  Heating 

Paxton,  Illinois 
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Restoration  and  Browth 


Rankin  reached  its  maximum  growth 
through  agriculture,  railroading,  and  busi- 
ness pursuits.  Losing  the  railway  terminal 
reduced  the  population,  and  left  well 
kept  homes  empty.  Wisely  or  unwisely, 
many  have  been  torn  down. 

Today  a  new  migration  is  occurring— 
people  from  crowded  urban  areas  seek 
residence  in  the  "quiet  as  a  May  morn- 
ing" town.  Some  are  people  buying  Oi 
building  new  homes,  others  are  retirees 
bringing  small  pensions  but  great  skills. 
Even  as  building  occurred  from  the  be- 
ginning because  of  skilled  craftsmen  who 
came,  so  it  is  today. 

Among  homes  that  have  been  restored 
are  the  Ralph  Fitzhenrys,  who  hve  at 
226  N.  Main,  where  they  reared  their 
children  to  adulthood.  Hailed  by  the 
Rankin  Reveille  as  the  "second  finest" 
home  in  town,  as  it  was  being  built  in 
the  1 890's,  it  was  also  the  home  of  Pat- 
trick  Henneberry  and  the  E.  J.  Johnsons. 

Ranked  first,  was  the  Benjamin  R. 
Coles  residence  at  206  N.  Main,  now 
owned  by  the  Roy  Drilling  family.  Pre- 
vious owners  were  W.  R.  Rose,  1914; 
John  and  Emma  Hewins,  1920-30's;  and 
in  1945,  Leshe  and  Nelhe  Phillippo  who 
restored  and  enjoyed  it  for  more  than 
two  decades.  Leshe,  a  former  railway 
employee,  used  his  great  skill  in  metals 
at  Peterson's  Plumbing  for  livelihood 
until  long  after  retirement.  With  the  help 
of  his  wife  and  daughters  he  restored  the 
home  to  its  present  state  of  functional 
beauty.  They  reared  six  children:  Harry, 
Florence,  Virginia,  Patsy  (deceased),  Car- 
oline and  Charles. 


The  home  owned  by  Harold  Hendricks 
at  228  North  Main,  first  owned  by  the 
late  A.  B.  Westbury,  was  restored  by 
Harlin  Sloan,  and  no  one  could  deny  its 
desirability.  Further  improvements  are 
being  made. 

A  home  slowly  being  restored  on 
weekend  visits  by  the  George  King  fami- 
ly is  the  Ira  Stamp  home,  225  South 
Grove.  George  King  was  the  fire  chief  for 
many  years,  before  residing  in  Danville. 

The  old  McCauley  home  purchased  by 
John  Foley  and  now  owned  by  Mrs. 
Everett  Watson,  has  seen  change  and 
restoration. 

The  Elmer  Hendricks  home  on  North 
Main  Street  is  a  restoration  of  the  M.  V. 
Brickey  home.  Martin,  bom  in  1842, 
died  in  1914,  and  Eliza,  his  wife,  died  in 
1936.  Their  son,  Ernest,  married  Anna 
Johnson,  and  their  children  are  Lida 
Gamble;  Earl; Howard;  and  Ruth  Lockey. 
They  hved  in  old  Carter  home  now  prop- 
erty of  Otto  Newman. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ephraim  Bolin  have  re- 
stored the  house  owned  by  John  H. 
Johnson,  232  North  Guthrie.  The  ab- 
stract asserts  that  David  and  WilUam 
Rankin  had  caused  their  holdings  to  be 
laid  out  in  lots,  blocks,  streets,  and  alleys 
as  the  town  of  Rankin,  in  November, 
1872. 

The  empty  old  Henderson  -  Beagle 
house  on  South  Main  Street  stood  firm 
on  its  excellent  foundation.  Peeling,  how- 
ever, with  weariness  was  the  paint.  Ver- 
non Peterson,  a  former  Rankin  resident 
during  childhood,  saw  possibilities.  The 
result  brought  about  complete  restora- 


STAZEN  AUCTION  SERVICE 
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tion  as  well  as  innovation  by  use  of  out- 
door carpet  covering  the  long  front  porch 
floor  and  steps  in  a  lovely  shade  of 
green. 

Many  of  the  first  homes,  like  that  of 
"Uncle  Gust  Nelson's"  were  purchased 
of  William  Rankin  and  others  who 
brought  the  simple  one-story  structures 
from  Pellsville  after  its  decline.  Tliis  feat 
was  accomplished  with  mules  or  horses 
and  necessitated  a  crossing  through  the 
httle  creek  which  still  flows  through  the 
west  edge  of  town.  The  story  repeated 
itself  many  times  as  those  who  came  to 
work  with  the  railroad  started  thus  hum- 
bly their  purchase  through  the  Rankin 
Building  and  Loan  Company.  As  soon  as 
the  loan  was  paid  the  old  abstracts  show 
that  the  owner  took  a  mortgage  and 
bought  materials  for  an  addition  which 
he  built  with  his  own  hands  or  partially 
so. 

As  the  first  mortgage  was  released, 
another  was  assumed  for  further  addition 
and  improvement  to  accommodate  the 
ever  expanding  families. 

Both  Pellsville  and  Rankin  carpenters 
built  well,  for  the  homes  are  still  accept- 
able and  charming.  The  home  restored 
by  Wayne  Boehme  and  lately  occupied 
by  the  W.  J.  Buchele  family  at  207 
South  Grove  is  an  example. 

The  tiny  brown  house  at  21 1  S.  Grove 
was  long  a  haven  for  a  procession  of 
newlyweds. 

Today  it  could  serve  as  a  model  for 
building  by  a  small  homes  council.  It 
stands  in  a  coat  of  white  paint  complete- 
ly restored,  remodeled,  and  landscaped 
by  the  Herman  Beiers  to  house  adequate- 
ly a  family  of  three. 

John  Christensen  began   his  married 
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hfe  in  a  small  one-room  structure  which 
had  been  moved  from  Pellsville  to  Ran- 
kin in  1905.  He  added  several  wings  plus 
an  upstairs.  It  still  has  a  number  of  acres 
surrounding  it.  It  was  restored  and  mod- 
ernized to  become  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable of  homes,  by  the  William  Beer 
family  and  sold  to  Charles  Bartimus, 
Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  lived  there 
several  years  until  he  moved  in  1971. 

Mr.  Ronald  Howard,  superintendent 
for  1972-1973  has  purchased  it  and  will 
move  with  his  family  into  it  in  August. 

The  schools  have  a  forward  look  and  a 
positive  attitude  toward  change  where 
desirable.  A  cooperative  program  involv- 
ing East  Lynn  has  been  in  effect  for  the 
past  two  years.  Advantages,  unheard  of 
two  decades  ago,  are  being  arranged 
through  "titles  and  departments"  with 
"all  the  children  of  all  the  people"  in 
mind. 

To  make  wise  changes,  however,  means 
constant  evaluation  of  the  old  of  and 
the  new. 

The  earhest  available  plat  is  a  good 
guide  in  flnaing  these  restorations. 

Additions  platted  later: 

Carter's  West  Addition 

Carter's  2nd  West  Addition 

Carter's  3rd  Addition 

Cole's  Addition 

M.  C.  Eell's  Addition 

Whitham's  1st  Addition 

Whitham's  2nd  Addition 

Whitham's  3rd  Addition 

Whitham's  4th  Addition 

Part  of  County  Clerk's  Subdivision 


NANCY'S  KITCHEN 

Gene  and  Nancy  Obenland 

Rankin,  Illinois 


98 


l^^M^Wt> 


Scale 
400  ft,  to  one  itf/Ho 


Svtnafed  i7t 

Stc'^  n-  n  T.  23^7 jr  f^  /r 


ss 


I 


■'fC 

/£/? 

ft  ^'f- 

< 

•   i? 

X 

--     1Z 

J 

--       1-7      4 

i     * 

'     -rc 

r 

--    9 

h 

s    s 

1 

Sf 


...£^9_Ri.^ 


;i-o 


79 


fV 


-^ 


IiL-^b=i^ 


-^ 


T^ 


£    /^ 

y 

-            'v? 

-3 

.      7Z 

i 

'       ^'^ 

/         -          1 

^      'C 

5- 

;      i' 

6 

V 

r 

f; 

RST 

j^' 

■^ 

Zo 

o 

s^ 

■1? 

i.~ 

/I. 

7,f 

!i!            If, 

f— 

W 

-if 

'■i 

^6 

t 

iS' 

1       ^^ 

/^ 


r^ 


'^ 


'I 


r-        -^i' 

.^^VL 

.«  f 

-7 

Z 

6 

^'^ 

3 

V 

?          ^ 

1 

l-^ 

5" 

VV 

(, 

'f 

■^  ' 

AVE:. 


SETCOND 


tUj. 


/f 


I 


-?.-) 

1 

Z 

■cs 

*<^ 

3 

■K 

•<           ( 

1        ^ 

1                ' 

*r, 

s- 

^' 

6 

7 

i*-, 

AVE. 


ci 


■<a 

//^^ 

14- 

1 

13 

z 

7^ 

3 

17 

/         ^ 

)0 

r 

d 

6 

6 

r 

LAF-AY  ETTE  ,      BLOOM  >NQTOH^  &      '^'^'^ 


■i«* 

7 

'3 

Z 

1Z 

3 

K 

11    !_ 

0- 

CO 

r(5 

r 

5 

t 

<^ 

1 

4- 

— 

t 

r 

co 


X 
^i3 


-f/- 


8    :?^ 

1 

ii 

z 

1Z 

3 

11     f 

o    ^ 

itj 

r 

-    .«? 

6 

^    ^ 

'i 

o 

CO 

X 

o 


p    "'f- 

1 

:          '5 

.        1^"^ 

7 

~-    '"  X'^    ^ 

.10    11     r 

-.       9         \        t. 

^.    ^  ,  (    ,:r 

z? 


;z^ 


r? 


;cf    /a 


7r 


?6 


i 


4: 


FOU  RTH 


11 

T       ■ 

^'^ 

>0 

*5 

<, 

7    9          ^ 

r?        ^ 

^    ■■ 

'r 

t^\ 

16 

'^     1 

-    I 


n  FTH 


-J<r- 


^ 


"■.IMMi  HIQMliaiDM 


>v 


-/( 


AVE 

7 


3 


D 

X 


5" 


AVE 


s-\ 

1 

Z 

-? 

.^ 

•3 

—  \      It 

•?      ^ 

u  ■■ 

'>i 

v^ 

€ 

1 

AVE. 


1 


rp!3i 


'~  ^'f^~' 

f 

13 

Z 

12 

3 

■  11       '' 

'      ^ 

;'C7 

r 

S 

c 

^ 

,  7 

CO 

o 

c 
o 
cc 


f-^ 

'/ 

13 

•t 

iZ 

3 

11     , 

w  ^ 

la 

$■ 

q 

6 

's 

1 

^ 


IN  MEMORY  OF  JOHN  L.  RYAN 


William  Rankin  was  a  great  promoter 
of  better  homes,  and  he  could  also  have 
become  a  great  forester  and  conserva- 
tionist as  well  as  a  farmer  and  banker.  To 
him  and  to  a  half  mythical  benefactor 
whose  surname  was  White,  goes  the  cred- 
it that  for  the  greater  part  of  the  present 
century  the  people  of  Rankin  walked 
under  the  deep  shade  of  great  overarch- 
ing elms.  Dutch  elm  disease  destroyed 
that  comfort.  A  number  of  efforts  have 
been  made  toward  restoration,  by  re- 
planting, but  great  gaps  remain. 

Rankin  has  had  its  conservationists; 
among  them  was  Charles  R.  Hill.  From 
the  Illinois  Bluebook  1935-36:  "By  Proc- 
lamation of  Governor  Henry  Horner, 
Illinois  held  her  first  Conservation  Week 
from  May  10-16,  1936." 

During  the  Horner  administrations, 
Charles  R.  Hill,  father  of  C.  D.  Hill, 
served  two  terms  as  assistant  to  Director 
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C.  F.  Thompson,  in  the  Illinois  Depart- 
ment of  Conservation.  The  department 
still  progresses  toward  restoration  and 
conservation  of  all  our  resources. 


CHARLES  RENNIE  HILL 


AUSHERMAN  GUARANTEED  CYLINDER  BARS 
Don  Horton 
Rankin,  Illinois 
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Advertising 


-i 


Advertising  has  existed  since  the  earliest  trade 
of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Egyptians.  Early  criers  of 
wares  were  possessed  with  agreeable  voices  and  clear 
speech,  even  as  the  radio  and  TV  announcers  of  today. 
Stone  tablets  of  carved  advertising  came  long  before 
print.  The  advertising  structure  today  ranks  among  first 
businesses  in  our  nation. 

There  are  people  and  firms  who  take  care  of 
greatly  varied  needs.  They  may  be  found  in  the  pages 
that  follow,  in  the  advertisements  of  both  Rankin  and 
of  surrounding  towns. 

This  final  section  of  history  is  of  the  who  and 
the  here  and  the  now  of  the  entire  Rankin  area. 


L. 


J 


GITZEN  TIRE  SERVICE 

Rankin,  Illinois 


Telephone  (217)  379-2316 
379-2317 


NEW  AND  USED  CARS 


BUICK 


'ill 


jWanaon 


PAXTON 


120  W.  STATE 
Paxton,  Illinois  60957 


EDMUND  JOHNSON 
WENDELL  JOHNSON 


JOHNSON   &    JOHNSON 


Established  in  1898 


INSURANCE  -   REAL  ESTATE  -  LOANS  -  PROPERTY    MANAGEMENT 


Telephone  (217)  379-2334 


Paxton,  Illinois  60957 


BLOYD'S   EISNER   AGENCY 


Corner  Bank  and  Penn  Streets 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 


Home  of  Miracle  Prices 
Highest  Quality  —  Lowest  Prices 


C.    J/s      PUMP 

Hoopeston,  Illinois 


Congratulations,  Rankin,  on  your  100th  year. 

We  are  only  25  years  behind  you. 
The  Eighners  have  been  living  in  the  Rankin 
area  for  75  years  and  we  are  very 
interested  in  your  community, 

Marie  Eighner  Dick  Eighner 


GRANT  &  ROSS  TWP. 

COMMUNITY  CREDIT  UNION 

228  E.  Main,  Hoopeston,  III. 
Phone:  217/283-6656 

5%%  Paid  Semi-Annually  on  Savings--Plus--Life  Insurance  on 

First  $2000  of  Savings; 

FURNITURE  VILLAGE 

223  N.  Market  St. 
Hoopeston,  III. 


Fine  Furniture  &  Carpet  Madden  -  Cromcraft 

Name  Brands  Tell  City  —  Norwalk 


Congratulations 
to 

Rankin  On  Its   100th   Anniversary 


PLA-MOR  LANES 

Hoopeston,  III. 

Phone:  283-5858 

Bob  Ray 


Best  Wishes  On  Your  100th  Birthday 

R.      A.      SCRANTON 

Hoopeston,  III. 


FREY      TIRE      CO 


Danville— Champaign— Hoopeston—Paxton,  I llinois 

Attica,  Indiana 


CompJiments    of: 
SILVER  BROTHERS,  INC. 


105  East  Washington,  Hoopeston,  Illinois  60942 
Phone:  217/283-7751 


A  Year  Round  Market  for  Midwest  Agriculture 

LAUHOFF      GRAIN      COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of  Products  from  Corn  and  Soybeans 
Danville,  Illinois  61832  Phone:  442-1800 

COMPLIMENTS     OF 

THE   REPUBLICAN  PARTY 
TO  THE 

COMMUNITY  OF   RANKIN  ON  THEIR    100th  ANNIVERSARY 


Congratulations  to  Rankin  on  their  100th  Birthday 


i 


•4 


EASTERN  ILLINOIS  TELEPHONE  CORP. 


r.-^ 


JOAN      OF      ARC      COMPANY 


Fine  Foods  Since  1878 


HOOPESTON  FOOD  LOCKER 

210  East  Penn  St. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois  60942 

Phone:  283-6126 


S.  A.  SNIVELY  COMPANY,  INC. 
Roy  A.  Carlson,  Proprietor 

112  W.  Main  Street   Hoopeston,  Illinois  60942      Phone:  217/283-5628 

SHEET  METAL  WORK  -  AIR  CONDITIONING  -  VENTILATION 

ALL  TYPES  ROOFING 


THE  CELLAR  BOUTIQUE 


Hair  Styling 
Permanents 


Wigs  and  Hairpieces 
Hair  Coloring 


Pat  Bushue— Owner-Operator 


201  East  Fifth  Street 
Rankin,  Illinois 

Phone  397-3575 


Phone  397-6555 


226  North  Johnson  St. 
Rankin,  Illinois 


SHULER  HOME  IMPROVEMENTS 


Aluminum— Doors,  Windows,  and  Awnings 


RINE  FORD-MERCURY,  Inc, 

Rt.  45  South 

Paxton,  III.  60957   0957 

Phone  379-2305 


Congratulations  to  our  many  fine  customers  of  thft 
Rankin  Community  on  their  100th  year  celebration. 


^^^ 

wEm 

MERCURY 

Mrs.  Odell  Rine-Owner 


Glen  Ketchum  Manager 


HERGES  PACKAGE  STORE 
Phone  379-4432 


214  South  Market 


Paxton,  Illinois 


HOOPESTON  FERTILIZER  COMPANY 

Dalph  -  Ray  -  Earl 
W.  Thompson  Ave.  and  C.  &  E.  I.  R.  R. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois  60942 

Full  Line  of  Fertilizers,  Spreading  and  Spraying  Service 
Phone:  Hoopeston-283-5183;  East  Lynn-375-3425 


Compliments    of 


W.      A.      READ 


Pontiac  &  Buick 


Hoopeston,  III. 
Phone:   283-6688 


SEARS 

CAl  ALOG  SALES  OFFICE 


283-5561 


HOOPESTON 


MARCIANO      PIZZA      KING 


The  Proof  Is  In  The  Taste 
Route  1  -  Hoopeston,  III. 


PAXTON  BOWLING  LANES 

and 

RED  BULL  LOUNGE 

Dube  and  Vivian  Snoddy 


GLAD'S  KNIT  SHOP 

Make  it  YOURSELF 
and  save. 


Knit  a  sweater,  a  scarf,  a  poncho 
crochet  a  chignon  or  a  vest. 
Make  nifty  and  gifty  fashions  at 
the  click  of  your  needles! 


642  E.  Orleans 

Paxton,  III. 

Phone:  379-3637 


Andrews  Lumber  &  Mill  Co.,  Inc, 

NOBLE  BLOOMQUIST.  Manager  Phone  (217)  379-2022 

Lumber,  Shingles,  Lime,  Cement, 

Glass    -     Paint    -     Hardware 

PAXTON,  ILLINOIS    60957 
Serving  the  Community  for  100  Years 


DON'S 


AUTO    PARTS 


AUTOMOTIVE  PARTS  &  SUPPLIES 


Donald  H.  Robertson 
Phone  (217)  379-2366 


109  South  Railroad  Avenue 
Paxton,  Illinois 


HAPPY   100th  BIRTHDAY 


FROM    YOUR 


DEMOCRATIC 


JUANITA  M.  NAUGLE 

Licensed 
Funeral  Director 

VIRGIL  j.  NAUGLE 
Licensed 
Funeral  Director 


(^aunle     ^funetal 


Where  Beauty  Softens  Grief 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 
615  South  Washington  St.         Paxton,  Illinois  60957 


ome 


Telephone  217/379-2381 


100  YEARS  OF  PROGRESS 


CONGRATULATIONS,  RANKIN 


ENTER  THE  NEXT  CENTURY  WITH  PRIDE 


ILLINOIS 
POWER 


PAXTON,  ILLINOIS 

DEPENDABLE    RURAL   ELECTRIC  POWER    FOR  OVER   35  YEARS 


VERMILION    SERVICE   CO. 

PHONE:  442-4737 
433  NORTH  VERMILION  STREET  -  DANVILLE,  ILLINOIS 


AT    YOUR    SERVICE 

YOUR   FARMER-OWNED  SERVICE  COMPANY 

A  wide  range  of  high  quality  FS  Petroleum,  LP  Gas, 
Feed,  Fertilizers,  and  other  related  farm-used  and  Farm 
Production  Materials  to  help  make  your  farming  opera- 
tions more  profitable  are  supplied  direct-to-your-farm  by 
our  friendly  FS  Salesmen. 

FOR  PROMPT  SERVICE  AND  COMPLETE  SATISFACTION 
CALL  YOUR  FS  SALESMAN  TODAY. 


Danville  FS  Service  Center  442-0787  &  442-0792 

Potomac  FS  Service  Center  987-2111 

Alvin  FS  Service  Center  765-2941 

Hoopeston  Bulk  Plant  283-5731 

Henning  Bulk  Plant  987-2111 


cZuQznz      t..      CJ 
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<WL[[iam      J^.      Oxx 


Hoopeston,  Illinois 


COMPTON'S    GARAGE 

Wllford  Compton 
624  E.  Orange  Street  on  Route  9 

HOOPESTON,  ILLINOIS  Phone:  283-5919 


ENGINE  REBUILDING 

• 

GENERAL  REPAIRING 

TRACTOR  -:-  TRUCK  -:-  AUTOMOBILE 

WRECKER  SERVICE 


R.    J.    CHRISTIANSEN 

Insurance  Loans  Real  Estate 


Rankin,  Illinois         Phone  397-3711 


Member  National  Association  of  Real  Estate  Boards 


Bob  Taylor,  Owner  Rankin,  Illinois 

Open  8:00  A.M.  to  6:30  P.M. 
Main  Street  Phone  397-6545 


Order  Meats  for  Freezer 
Beef  Patties  —  Steaks  -  Fish 


CONGRATULATIONS  ON  YOUR  100th  BIRTHDAY 


Hott*8  Lumber  &^  Coal  Co. 

BUILDING  MATERIAL  AND  COAL 


105  East  Penn  Street         Telephone  283-5729 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 


BEST  WISHES  TO  RANKIN  ON 
their  100th  BIRTHDAY 


TOM    MERRITT 
&    COMPANY 


Tom  Merritt  —  Floyd  Stine  -  Jeanne  Hawthorne 


•  INSURANCE  202  S.  Market  Street 

•  REAL  ESTATE  Hoopeston,  Illinois 

•  FARM  LOANS  Telephone  283-7722 


THE    NA/ELLINGTON 
STATE    BANK 


WELLINGTON,    ILLINOIS 


AREA    CODE    815/    984-3130 

DIRECTORS 
John  H.  Braden       O.   E.  Jones 
Lawrence  Briggs       Tom  Merritt 
Robert  R.  Holden    Robert  Totheroh 


CONGRATULATIONS,  RANKIN,  ON  YOUR   100th  ANNIVERSARY 


CONGRATULATIONS,    RANKIN 
FROM 

KUPFERSCHMID 
DAIRY   SUPPLIES 

Your  Dealer  for: 

DeLaval's  Full  Line  of  Equipment 
Also:  STARLINE  -  DARI-KOOL-  ZERO  -  MUELLER 
JAMESWAY  -  AND  ALL  OTHER 

DAIRY  SUPPLIES  &  DETERGENTS 
Refrigeration  -  Wiring  -    Motor  Repair 

FORREST  ^*^y^  ^"^SS^'  ^^"*^"'  ^"'  RANKIN 


Compliments  of 


JACK  MARY    JO 

JULIA  RANDELL  STEVEN 


HOOPESTON,  ILLINOIS 


KINDER'S    COIN    WASH 

Fern,  Bob,  Harold,  and  Kenny 


111  Main  Street  Rankin,  Illinois 


cI.iLs.sn  6,     J^jsauiu      <^noji 


Phone  375-3441 


JAKE   McCORD 


® 

East  Lynn,  Illinois 


HALEY    ELECTRIC 

R.  R.  2 
HOOPESTON,  ILLINOIS 


Phone:  375-3813 


HE\A/ERDINE 


Complete  Auto  Body  Repair 


MARKET  STREET 
PAXTON,  ILLINOIS 
Phone:  379-2538 


and  Painting 


17  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 


We're  your  Magnavox  Dealer    Plus 


Tapes 
Records 
Tape  Players 
Recorders 


^^n 


Antennas 
Speakers 
Amplifiers 
Etcetera 


We  Service  All  Brands 


SIEBERT    RADIO    &    T.V 

SERVING  RANKIN  &  COMMUNITY 
FOR  NEARLY  20  YEARS 
PAXTON,  ILLINOIS  Phone:  379-2421 


49  Louijce: 

CHICKEN  N'  FISH 
on 

WEDNESDAY  and  FRIDAY 

Dancing  on  Saturday  Nite 

Rankin,  IlUnois          Phone  397-9195        Main  Street 

mfm  %m  mm 

OPEN  24  HOURS 
WASH            WAX           VACUUM 

Main  Street 
Rankin,  Illinois 

DAVIS    SHEET    METAL 
&    HEATING 

ARTHUR  DAVIS-OWNER 
219  First  Ave.  -  Hoopeston,  Illinois        Phone:  283-6814 

GENERAL  SHEET  METAL  WORK         FURNACES       AIR  CONDITIONING 


CONGRATULATIONS,  RANKIN,  ON  YOUR  100th  BIRTHDAY 


C  o  ncjzatuLationi 

<:y\ankin 

ON     YOUR 
100TH      ANNIVERSARY 

FROM 

THE    CISSNA    PARK 
STATE    BANK 

SERVING  CISSNA  PARK  -  RANKIN  - 
and  the  entire  surrounding  community 


JOHN'S 

SALES  &  SERVICE 


LAWN  MOWERS 


AUGERS 


FICKLIN 


379-2295 


Or  Res.  -  Loda  386-2051 
5.  RAILROAD  AV.         PAXTON 


COOK  TRANSPORTS,  INC. 
P.  O.  Box  153 

Paxton,  Illinois  60957 


Bill  Fox 
Phone  (217)  379-2521 


General  Commodities  Hauling 
III.  CC  8511  MC-C 

AGENT    POft 


LYOH 

VAN   LINES   INC. 


CARMAN'S 

CAFE 

Arcade  &  Lounge 

HERSHEL  &  FRANCES  -  Yoor  Hosts 

HOME  COOKED  MEALS 

BREAKFAST  ANYTIME 

SHORT  ORDERS  -  LUNCHES  -  DINNERS 
OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WK. 

PRIVATE  PARTY  OR 

BANQUET  ROOM  AVAILABLE 

•  STEAKS     •  CHICKEN 

•  CHOPS     •  SEAFOODS 


DIAL- 


379-9685 


132  N.  Market 


Paxton 


PAXTON 


WE  NEVER  CLOSE 


NORTH\A/ESTERN 
MUTUAL    LIFE 

AND  OTHER   LEADING  COMPANIES 
INSURANCE  INVESTMENTS 


ELDON  L.  STEFFEN,  CLU  GLENN  E.  KNAPP 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois  Fairbury,  Illinois 

Phone:  815/457-6345  Phone:  815/692-3032 


SERVISOFT 

SCHIPPERT 
SOFT      WATER      SERVICE 


EXCHANGE    SERVICE,    AUTOMATIC    RENTALS 
OR    OWN    YOUR    OWN 


BUS.    (815)    457-2581  DAVE    SCHIPPERT 

HOME    (815)    457-2511  CISSNA    PARK,    ILLINOIS 


RANKIN   STATE    BANK 


f 


I     CASHIER      1 


A  Full  Service  Bank  Established  1947 


F  D  i  C 


102  North  Main  Street 
Rankin,  Illinois  60960 


Phone  217/397-3155 


QUALITY  MEATS  &  GROCERIES 


MARTIN'S 
STAR   MARKET 


CISSNA  PARK,  ILLINOIS 


S.    J.    HOFFMANN    &    SONS 


l^iJ^^taHC     SiU4 


CISSNA  PARK,  ILLINOIS  60924 
PHONE:  (815)  457-3830 


CANADA 


WRITE  FOR  FREE  SILO  CAPACITY  CHART 


B.  DORMAN  TRUCKING  &  SHELLING 


DORMAN 


Phone  397-6305 

404  South  Main  Street 

Rankin,  Illinois 


LORRAINE.S   BEAUTY  SHOP 


STANDARD   OIL 


Rankin,  Illinois 


Lloyd  Gill 

Standard  Service  Station 
Phone  397-3415 

Lee  Irvin 

Standard  Farm  Service 
Phone  397-6775 

Jon  Slife 

Standard  Fertilizer  Products 
Phone  397-4600 


RANKIN 


CO-OPERATIVE   ELEVATOR   COMPANY 


GRAIN  SEED  FEED 


Phone  Rankin  397-6575  Reilly  397-6590 


RANKIN  AND  REILLY,  ILLINOIS 


Congratulations  to  The  Village  of  Rankin 
On  Its  100  Year  Birthday 

NORTHERN    ILLINOIS   GAS 

COMPANY 


Gas,  Clean  Energy  for  Today  and  Tomorrow 


Oil  S    SHOE   STORE 

Congratulates  Rankin  on  Her  100th  Birthday 

"Look  at  your  Shoes  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Others  Do* 

We  Fit  the  Whole  Family" 


OLI'S  SHOE  STORE  PAXTON,  ILLINOIS 


im  OF  DANVILLE 

GILBERT  AND  NORTH  STREETS 

DANVILLE,  ILLINOIS  61832 

The  Bank  of  the  70's 

MEMBER    F.D.I.C. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

(^R^ot     nnJ    (^tKa^.     ^arl    &^moA 

HOOPESTON,  ILLINOIS 

CONGRATULATIONS 
RANKIN 


STEVE  BLACKFORD 

ARMSTRONG  PLANT 
(217)  569-4300 


LARRY  SMITH 

PAXTON   PLANT 
(217)  379-2308 


BILL  LEE 
GOODWINE  PLANT 

(815)  457-2745 


CUSTOM  mm  services,  inc 

Your  Drop  advisory  center 


® 


CITIES  SERVICE 
COMPANY 

A  NATVIflAL  RESOURCE  COMPANY 

V • 


STEINER 
FARM   DRAINAGE    SERVICE 


EAST  LYNN,  ILLINOIS  60932 


Phone  375-3282  or  375-3286 


INSTALLERS  OF    FARM   DRAINAGE  SYSTEMS 


SCHIF'S    102   LOUNGE 


102  South  Market  Street  Paxton.  Illinois 


THE  PEPSI-COLA  BOTTLING  CO.  211  SOUTH  BOWMAN,  DANVILLE,  ILLINOIS 

A  quiet  moment  alone. 
A  chance  to  sort  out  yesterday's  memories.  .  . 

and  put  tomorrow  in  focus 
A  chance  to  stretch  out  with  a  good  book.,  .  . 
a  warm  sun.  .  .  and  an  ice-cold  Pepsi-Cola. 
Pepsi  has  a  taste  as  big  as  your  tomorrow. 
With  energy  to  match. 


You've    got    a    lot    to    live. 
Pepsi's    got    a    lot    to    give. 


FARM    BUREAU 

431  N.  Vermilion  Street      Danville,  Illinois  61832     Phone  (217)  442-8713 
SERVING  VERMILION  COUNTY  FARMS  OVER  50  YEARS 

Family  Organization.  Farmers  working  together  for  the 
Mutual  Benefit  of  All. 

PATRONIZE  FARM  BUREAU 
AND 

AFFILIATED  COMPANIES 


THE 
COUNTRY    COMPANIES 

LIFE  -  ACCIDENT  &  HEALTH  -  AUTO  -  PROPERTY 
FARM  LIABILITY  -  CROP  HAIL 
MUTUAL  FUNDS 

Office  in  FARM  BUREAU  BUILDING 
Phone  442-8711  Danville,  Illinois 

NORMAN    T.    MODGLIN_AGENCY    MANAGER    -   283-7207 
RONALD    HATFIELD   -   AGENT   -    HOOPESTON,    ILLINOIS 

"INSURE  IN  YOUR  COMPANY  AT  COST" 


REUTTER     ELECTRIC 

East  Lynn,  Illinois 

Phone  375-3475 

We  Appreciate  Your  Business 

CLARK  FARMS 

Clarence  and  Myrtle  Clark  and  Sons 

Since  1956 

BIGGS  MOTOR  COMPANY 

I 

^  CHEVROLET  i 

r 

Russell  Biggs,  Dealer 

Chevelle       Chevy  II 
Corvair        Corvette 

Bus.  phone  987-3115 

Potomac,  Illinois                                                          Res.  phone  987-3930 

LUCKY  BUCK  CAFE 

Erma  Downs,  owner                 Phone:  987-5810 

Potomac,  Illinois 

CHARLES    F.    KNAPP 


AUCTIONEER   •   REALTOR   •   APPRAISALS 


PHONE:    815/457-2233  CISSNA   PARK,    ILLINOIS 


TREE    &    PEST 


CONTROL 

DRAINAGE  DITCHES 

TERMITES 

LAWN  &  TREE  SPRAYING 

ROACHES 

WEED  CONTROL 

WATER  BUGS 

TREE  FERTILIZING 

BIRDS 

REMOVING 

F.  H.  A.    INSPECTION 

COMPLETE  SPRAYING 

PROGRAM 

PAXTON,      ILL. 

379-2763 

TRIPPLE-WALLED 

BURIAL  VAULTS 

PROVIDE 

THE  ULTIMATE 

IN  BURIAL  PROTECTION 


EAGLE 
TRIPLEX 

Burial  VoulU 
T.  M.  REG. 


The  outside  and   inside   walls  are  concrete,   reinforced 
with  steel.  The  middle  wall  is  of  the  highest  quality  as- 
phalt, the  ideal  material  for  water  resistance.  The  cover 
has  tongue-in-groove  with  asphalt  seal. 

AVAILABLE  THROUGH  LEADING  FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 


HOOPESTON  BURIAL  VAULT  CO. 


Hoopeston,  Illinois 


E    &    H    TRUCK    BROKERS 


and    FEDERATED 
CO-OP    TRANSPORT 


283-6684 


BOX  365,  HOOPESTON,  ILL 
DIXIE  HIGHWAY 


HOWARD  THOMAS 
GRAVEL  CO. 

WASHED  SAND  &  GRAVEL  -  EXCAVATING 


745  N.  Market  St.  Paxton,  Illinois  60957 

Phones:  Area  Code  217;  Office  379-2822;  Pit  379-3606; 

Residence  379-3688 


KNAPP   FUNERAL    HOME 


RANKIN,   ILL. 


LET  US  HELP  YOU  WITH  ALL  YOUR   FLOWER  NEEDS 

Cut  flowers 

Potted 

plants 

Artificial  arrangements 

Dried  arrangements 

Unusual  gifts-in  glass,  wood. 

pottery,  basketry,  ceramics 

FOR- 

Wedd 

ings 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

Funerals 

Memorials 

Stop,  browse,  and  shop  at 

^CnUd^ftOy     cy^U^     Q/uf-<4/^4^      Of/C^ 

101    ARC    PLAZA 

CISSNA    PARK,    ILLINOIS 

PHONE:    815/457-2334 

All  Centennial  flowers  designed  and  donated  by  Cissna  Park  Flower  Shop, 

Owned 

and  operated  by  Virgil  and  Lillian  Ester. 

THOMAS    HOUSTON 


GULF  OIL  PRODUCTS 
Phone  379-2231  Paxton,  Illinois 


Serving 
Home  —   Farm  —  Industry 


PAXTON    READY   MIX 

SCIENTIFICALLY  PREPARED  CONCRETE 
DELIVERED  TO  YOUR  JOB 

Crushed  Stone,  Sand  and  Gravel 


745  North  Market  St.         PAXTON,  ILLINOIS  Phone  379-3631 


THE   EASTERN    ILLINOIS 
EXPOSITION 


Thanks  you  for  your  attendance 

During  Fair  Week  July  9-15,  1972 


AMERICAN 
CAN    COMPANY 


CONGRATULATES 


RANKIN,  ILLINOIS 


ON  ITS  100th  YEAR  ANNIVERSARY 


See  us  when  you  want  to  .  .  . 


Farm  to  Market  Grain  Service 


STORE 
DRY 

SELL 

BUY 

Licensed 
and  Bonded 


KAUFMAN  GRAIN  ELEVATOR 

Phone:  815/457-2185        Cissna  Park,  Illinois  60924 

STEINER    FURNITURE 

ROBERT   A.   AND    BETTY   J.   STEINER,   PROPRIETORS 

CISSNA   PARK,    ILLINOIS   60924 
PHONE:    815/457-2611 


C^onaiaiuLationi 


TO  THE 


CITIZENS    OF    RANKIN 


ON  YOUR 


100  t(i      ^i%  til  da  a 


FROM 


THE    CITY    OF 


PAXTON 


ummt 

Everyone  in  Town   Knows  We're  Around 


ROGERS  CHEVROLET  COMPANY  RANTOUL,  ILLINOIS 

Phone:  892-9616 


GOODWINE 
STATE    BANK 


Established  1903 

Full  Service  Bank 

Member  F.D.I.C. 

Potomac,  Illinois 


BAUGHMAN  CHICAGO 

Grain  Drying  &  Storage  Handling  Equipment 

GREENE'S 
WELDING    &    HDWE. 


East  Lynn,  Illinois  Phone  375-3844 


SINGLETON      GRAIN       COMPANY 


EAST  LYNN,  ILLINOIS 
Phone:  375-3585 


Grain -Seed -Feed  Grain  Drying  &  Storage 


LAURSEN'S  STANDARD  SERVICE 


202  S.  Chicago  St. 


Rossvilie,  Illinois 


SMITTY'S 
Dual  Wheel  And  Tire  Service 
RFD  1,  Rossville,  Illinois,  60963,  Phone:  748-6138 

8  miles  west  of  Rossville  on  pavement 


GOOD.V^E^R) 


THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  ROSSVILLE 

We  Have  The  Key 
Auto  Loans  For  New  And  Used  Cars 

Each  Depositor  insured  to  $20,000 

F  D  I  C  Phone:  748-6500 

Rossville,  Illinois 


MUTUAL       County  Fire  Insurance  Company 
Paxton,  lUinois  60957     Phone  (217)  379-3023 

SERVING    TEN    SURROUNDING    COUNTIES 
Ford  -  Iroquois  -  Vermilion  -  Champaign  -  Piatt  -  McLean 
Livingston  -  Kankakee  -  Douglas  -  Edgar 


rN   r>-A.3CTOI^ 


IL.IL.IN"OIS  eO05T 


217/379-2336 


GUDEMAN'S  LAWN  EQUIPMENT 

Have  verious  types  riding  Lawn  Mowers, 
Electric  Feed  Lot  Gates,  Cattle  Oilers 
and  Numerous  other  "short  line  equipment. 

Write  or  Call 

L.  W.  Gudeman 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


FLOOR 

RkSHION  —Carpeting 

'^^^'^^^'^  — ResiKent   Floor   Covering 


(£)-m8trong  —Ceramic  Tile 

PHONE  (815)  457-2211  CISSNA  PARK,  ILLINOIS 

COMPLIMENTS   OF 

==  SAVINGS  AND  LOAN  ASSOCIATION  == 


103      \A/EST     PENN 

JAMES     A.    MILLER 

PREs.DENT  HOOPESTON,    ILLINOIS 

Where  you  save  Does  make  a  difference 

Brown's  woodworks 

HARDWARE  -:-  PAINT  -:-  GLASS  -:-  LUMBER  -:-  CUSTOM  BUILT  CABINETS 

Phone  217/283-7739 
0.  E.  Brown  801   East  Thompson  Ave. 

R.  W.  Brown  Hoopeston,  III. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

on 
100    YEARS    of    PROGRESS 


NORFOLK 


AND    \A/ESTERN 


RAILWAY    COMPANY 


DON        f£l    PHARMACY 

WALGREEN  AGENCY 

Donald  A.  Buck,  R.Ph. 

222  East  Main  Phone  283-5126 

Hoopeston,  Illinois  60942 


E.  B.  COLLINS  CO.  INC. 

Wholesale 
Garage  Equipment  -  Machine  Shop 
Replacement  Parts  -  Auto  Supplies 

712  West  Main  St. 

Hoopeston,  III. 

Phone:  283-5171,  5172 


BURTON  MOTOR  SALES 
Dodge  -  Chrysler  -  Plymouth 

For  the  best  deal  -  For  the  best  service 
Hoopeston,  III. 


ORA  J.  BAER,  BROKER 

National  Home  Builder 

Residential  -  Commercial 

Route  1  &  9  Intersection 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 

Phone:  283-6639  or  283-9122 


CISSNA  PARK  DAIRY  QUEEN 

Eat,  Drink  and  Be  Merry 

For  all  orders  call 
457-2479 


Bowling  Is  For  Everyone 

PARK  BOWL  LANES 
& 
SNACK  BAR 

(815)  457-2840  Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


BAUER'S  CLOTHING 
Arch  Bauer,  Prop. 

Men's  &  Boys'  Wear 


LOR  ETTA'S 

Ladies  &  Childrens  Wearing  Apparel 

Prop.— Mrs.  Ken  Bauer 


PRAIRIE     FARMS      DAIRY,      INC. 


p.  O.  Box  785  -  22  Quincy  Street 
Danville,  Illinois 


We  Have  Served  Rankin  72  Years 


DANVILL 


Rte  150  West 


TENT      &      A\A/NING 


443-0800 


FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION 

Joseph  W.  Knapp,  Manager 
Wayne  Smith,  Assoc.  Manager 

Long  Term  Farm  Loans 


01  W.  North 

330  N.  Sangamon 

332  E.  Walnut 

Danville 

Gibson  City,  III. 

Watseka 

442-0772 

784-8376 

432-4332 

Compliments 

OSCO      DRUG      STORE 


On  The  Mall 


Danville,  Illinois 


LAYBOURN'S    APPAREL 

WILMA  &  HAROLD  GIBSON  -  OWNERS 

151   N.  Market  St.  Phone  379-4441 

PAXTON,   ILLINOIS 
"ONLY  THE  LOOK   IS   EXPENSIVE" 


HAROLD  BECK 


Licensed 


Wells  -  Pumps  -  Repairs 

757  E.  Pells 
Paxton,  Illinois  60957 


Insured 


GORDON  GROCERY 


Meat  and  Grocery 


Penfield,  Illinois 


Phone:  595-2335 


COMPLIMENTS  OF  A  FRIEND 


Penfield,  Illinois 


MARKWALDER-PRICE  GRAIN  CO. 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 

Phone  457-2165 

Super  sweet  Feeds 

Grain  Buying  -  Drying  -  Storing 

Funks  G  Seed  Corn 


KNAPP  &  STEINER  \/^^Jf!SS?)  HARDWARE 


Appliances  -  Paint  -  TOYS  -  Housewares  -  Gifts 
Hardware  and  Related  Lines 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois  60924  Phone  457-2270 


Home  Killed  Meats  Processing  and  Curing 

FELLER  LOCKER  PLANT 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois  -  Phone   815/457-2955 

Emanuel  Feller  Ed  P.  Feller,  Sr. 

Home  Phone  457-2831  Home  Phone  457-2475 


EARL'S  TAP 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 

Chicken  on  Saturday  Nights 


IT    PAYS   TO    FIGURE    FEED    COST 


ANDY  KRUMWIEDE 


Phone  457-2823 


Cissna  Park 


ONLY  THE  RICH  CAN  AFFORD  A  CHEAP  FEED 


CISSNA  PARK  TILE  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  of  Concrete  Drain  Tile 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
Plant  Phone  (815)  457-2860  -  Home  Phone  (815)  457-2472 

(Tile  meet  ASTM  Specifications  C412) 


BAUER  FARM  SERVICE 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
Phone  457-2945 


Limestone  and  Phosphate 


Fertilizer  and  Feeds 


CISSNA  PARK  CO-OPERATIVE  GRAIN  &  COAL  COMPANY 
Grain,  Coal,  Seed,  Feed,  Tile,  Grinding  and  Cleaning 


Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
Phone  457-2181 


m 


ROBINSON 


HARDWARE 


Paxton,  Illinois 


HUDSON  DRUG  SHOP 

A  Good  Place  To  Trade 

Carl  E.  Hudson,  R.  Ph.  Phone:  379-2713 

Paxton,  Illinois 


COMPTON  HARDWARE  AND  AUTOMOTIVE 

Complete  Stock  of  Pittsburg  Paints 
and 
Hardware  Supplies 


Rankin,  Illinois 


Phone:  379-4021 


1872 


211  S.  Grove  St. 
Herm 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Centennial  Badges  Made  by 

BEIER  ENGRAVINGS 

Rankin,  Illinois 

Betty 


1972 


Phone  397-3510 
LuAnn 


Gas 


RANKIN  GULF  SERVICE  STATION 

Harry  Christensen 
Rankin,  Illinois 


Oil 


Lubrication 


IN  MEMORY  OF 
W.  B.  "BERT"  REILLY  -  J.  B.  REILLY 

By  Mrs.  W.  B.  Reilly 


FREDERICK  GRAIN  COMPANY 
Clarence,  Illinois 

"We  enjoy  serving  you" 


SPRINGER'S  SALES  &  SERVICE 
406  N.  Century  Blvd. 
Rantoul,  Illinois 
892-2155 


OASIS 
Steak— Chicken— Shrimp 

Phil  Dorsey  Phone  595-2162  Penfield,  Illinois 


FRIENDLY  INN 
Gifford,  Illinois  Operated  by  Janice  Eiskamp 

Good  Sandwiches 

Steak,  Chicken,  and  Catfish  every  Friday  and  Saturday  nite  after 

May  1,  1972 


ROBERT  GLAZIK  &  SONS 

Custom  Butchering  Catering  Service 

Home  Phone  379-2607        Business  Phone  568-6200 


THE    GIFFORD   STATE    BANK 


Gifford,  Illinois  61847 
Phone  217/568-2115 


MAGGIE'S  SHOP  N'  SIP 

Rankin,  Illinois 

Phone:  397-6881 


'CitatU  Tki^*  i*^-  •-  f>KU»Ut*.  ^1»">A 


mvdm 


Greeting  Cards,  Gifts,  Sundries 


MIKE'S  BARBER  SHOP 


Main  Street 

Rankin,  Illinois 

Agent  for  Millikin  Cleaners 


BULK  MILK  COOLER  BUYERS 


"We  Pay  Cash' 


Pete  Kupferschmid 
Rankin,  Illinois 
Phone  217/397-2331 


Garry  Bushue 
Rankin,  Illinois 
Phone  217/397-6292 


ANGUS  TAYLOR 


All  Lines  of  Insurance 


Third  Street 


Phone  397-4255 


Rankin,  Illinois 


GARY'S 


'Men  &  Boys  Clothing  &  Shoes" 


Paxton,  Illinois 


Congratulations  and  Happy  Birthday  to  Rankin 


ROSE  S   STAR    MARKET 


Complete  Food  Store  Eisner  Pastries 


763  E.  Pells  Phone  379-3112  Paxton,  Illinois 


M 


CONGRATULATIONS 
Rankin,  Illinois 

On  your  lOOtli  Anniversary  celebration.  May 
the  progress  and  success  of  the  next  100  years 
be  as  fruitful. 


I  ftioitwm 


il 


rt 


Spragu*  Canning  Machinery  Company     1898 


UTA 


«r_ 


9V 


FMC    Corporation      1971 


"    SEKVINO     THE    FOOD     INDUSTRY     SINCE     188t   " 

FM[C     CORPORikTION' 

CANNING    MACHINERY    DIVISION 


0        CBNBRAL  SALIS  OrriCES     WBSTK  RN  ~  SAN  JOftB    CALtr  BaBTBRM  -  HOOPBBTOK.  ILL 


•vr.  >.  ^tsr. 


LEE'S  CONOCO 


Open  Seven  Days  6:00  A.M.  to  9:00  P.M. 
Corner  of  Rt.  9  &  49  Rankin,  Illinois 


\A/ORNER    ELECTRONIC    DEVICES 

INDUSTRIAL   PRODUCTIOIM    CONTROLS   •   BURGLAR    ALARM    SYSTEMS 


ENGINEERS   AND 


FOTOLECTRIC 
.  CONTROLS   . 


MANUFACTURERS 


TELEPHONE  217/397-4555 


RANKIN,  ILLINOIS  60960 


FARMERS  PIONEER  MUTUAL 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Onarga,  Illinois 


Since  1874 


Robert  Mathis 
Rankin,  Illinois  60960 


Phone  375-3593 


McCONNELL  GROCERY 


East  Lynn,  Illinois 


Phone  375-3655 


LEHIGH   PAVING    CO 


CONTRACTORS  -  ENGINEERS 


P.  O.  BOX  277  -  PAXTON,  ILLINOIS  60957 
Phone:   (217)  379-3831 


FORIi 


HOOPESTON  MOTORS,  Inc. 

316  E.  Main  Street 
Hoopeston,  Illinois  60942 
Telephone  217/283-7748 


W.  TATE  DULEY 

All  Lines  of  Insurance 

110  East  Main  Street 

Hoopeston,  Illinois  60942 

Phone  283-7522 


A.  J.  Nelson's  Air-Conditioned 
LORRAINE  THEATRE 

Hoopeston,  III. 

800  Comfortable  Spring  Back  Chairs 
The  Finest  in  Motion  Picture  Entertainment 


Best  Wishes  To 

THE  RANKIN  COMMUNITY 
On  Its  100th  Birthday 

THE  PILLSBURY  CO. 
Hoopeston,  III. 


He  Was  Born   in   Rankin  NOT   100  Years  Ago! 

But  MARTIN    KAMERER 
Founded  the  Original 

MARTY   K     FAMILY   RESTAURANTS 

Two  Locations  in  Danville— 
515  N.  Vermilion  and  1220  E.  Main 


HOOPESTON'S  MARTY   K   FAMILY   RESTAURANT 

Congratulates  the  whole  Rankin  Area 
On  starting  their 

SECOND  ONE   HUNDRED  YEARS 

THAT'S  MARTY   K  EVERY   DAY 

Corner  2nd  and  Penn  Streets 


doarliman 


ElIB0tItllf. 


mUnoiH  ^ 


BROWN'S  EAST  SIDE  GARAGE 

Body,  Fender  Repair 
Complete  Auto  Glass  Service 

Phone  379-2922  437  S.  Washington  St. 

Paxton,  Illinois 


FUNERAL  HOME  &  FURNITURE 
Paxton,  Illinois  60957 

Glenn  W.  Miller-Owner  Phone  379-2353 


PAXTON  FARM  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

1300  S.  Vermillion  St.,  Paxton,  III.  60957 
Phone:  (217)  379-2345  &  2346 


JOHN  DEERE 


Sales  &  Service 
WE  BACK  YOU  WITH  THE  LONG  GREEN  LINE 


J  U  ANITA'S 


"EVERYTHING  FOR  THE  LADIES" 

Phone:  379-3732  114  N.  Market 

Paxton,  Illinois 


Paxtdn  Concrete  Products  Co. 

JOHN  F.  KOESTER 


Plant:     300  N.  Cherry  Street 
Paxton,  Illinois  60957 


Concrete  and  Haydite  Blocks  Phone:  379-2241 

Concrete  Septic  Tanks,  Manholes,  Steps 
Concrete  Drain  Tile 


?{ixAi  TVbiDA  ScdM  9m:. 


108  W.  STATE  STREET  -  PHONE  379-2393 
PAXTON,  ILLINOIS 


BIRKEY'S  FARM  STORE,  INC. 
Phone  (217)  379-4391 

Paxton,  Illinois  60957 

Sales  and  Service 


SERVICE 


FORD     COUNTY  HOWARD  W.  KEEFE,  owner 

ABSTRACT  COMPANY 


Phone:  379-2413 


PAXTON,  ILLINOIS 


Representative:  CHICAGO  TITLE  AND  TRUST  COMPANY 


GIFFORD  ELEVATOR  COMPANY 
Grain-Feed-Seeds-Fence-Grinding-Mixing-Bulk  Delivery 
Gifford,  Illinois  Phone:  568-2685 


Compliments  of 

THE  RANKIN  MEDICAL  CENTER 


Dr.  A.  Baquero 
Dorothy  Seidel 
Sue  Hofer 

Dianna  Mikalik 


In  memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leonard  Johnson 

Family  Farm  since  1875 

In  memory  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Nelson 
Family  Farm  since  1925 
Art  &  Frances  Johnson 


RANKIN  BOWL 

"Featuring  Flame  Steaks" 

Home  of  Three  Games  for  $1.00 
Main  Street  Rankin,  Illinois 


The  high 
perffomiance 

hybrids 
for  this  area 

"DEKALB"  is  a  registered  brand  name. 
'XL"  numbers  are  hybrid  designations. 


A  Full  Service  Bank 


Member  FDIC 


LOCAL  DEALERS 

Scott  Schumate  Rankin,  Illinois 


Cliff  Hilgendorf 
Emil  Kuebler 
Albert  Kaufman,  Jr. 
Jacob  Funk 
Gene  Hofbauer 
Henry  Thornton 
Bill  McVicker 


R.  1,  Buckley,  III. 
Cissna  Park,  III. 
Cissna  Park,  III. 
East  Lynn,  III. 
Rankin,  Illinois 
R.  1,  Potomac,  III. 
Hoopeston,  III.,  R.  3 


FARMERS-MERCHANTS 
NATIONAL    BANK 
OF    PAXTON 

VISIT    US   AT    OUR    NEW    BANKING    QUARTERS 

101  North  Taft  Street 
Paxton,  Illinois 


B  &  K  OIL  CO. 


C.  T.  "Mike"  Newman 


Phillips  "66"  Products 
Ph.  283-6636  Ph.  397-2230 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ON  YOUR  FIRST  100  YEARS 

STOKELY-VAN  CAMP,  INC. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 


GTTY 

NATIONAL 

BANK 


TELEPHONE  (217)   283-6671 


3u  CJ-ry  NA-rJONAL  BajNX 


r) 

OF     HOOPESTON 


J4oopc^o,x,     JlLuns     60942 


MEMBER    FOIC 


HOOPESTON 


FOOD  LINER 


Open  24  Hours 


7  Days  A  Week 


■  h   II     WIU  i( 


CONGRATULATIONS    ON    YOUR     100TH 


—FROM    ONE    OLD    TIMER    TO    ANOTHER 


LARSOIJ'S 

Established   1864—108  years  ago 


Men's  &   Boys' 
Clothing 


Paxton 


Hoopeston 


P.S. 
We  were  in   Rankin  from   1913  to   1933. 


Everett  M.  Wood 

WOOD  FUNERAL  HOME 
Funeral  -  Ambulance  Service 

Member  N.  F.  D.  A. 


309  E.  Washington  St. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 
Phone:  283-5128 


\A/ORTHEN'S 


HOOPESTON,    ILLINOIS 

1912-1972 

Serving  your  community  for  the  past  60  years 


SCHULER'S  GREENHOUSE  &  SHOP 

South  Second  Ave. 

Hoopeston,  III. 
Phone:  217/283-6681 

Over  59  Years  of  Continuous  Service  In  The  Same  Location 


WEBER'S  DRUG  STORE 

Complete 
Prescription  Service 

283-5137 
Hoopeston,  III. 


D  &  R  DRUGS 
THE  j^exofC  STORE 
C.  E.  Thompson,  R.  Ph.  Phone:  379-2411 

Paxton,  Illinois 


RELIABLE  ABSTRACT  &  TITLE  CO.   Inc. 
Phone:  442-0185  -  442-4825 

Chas.   Foxworthy,  Pres. 

140  N.  Vermilion  Danville,  Illinois 

STAMPER'S  SHELL  STATION 

Member  of  Chicago  Motor  Club 

Open  Every  day  from  6:00  A.M.  to  8:00  P.M. 
Phone  379-4140 
Corner  of  Rt.  9  &  49  Rankin,  Illinois 


ELLIS  INSURANCE  AGENCY 
Rankin,  Illinois  Phone:  379-3621 

Insurance  of  all  kinds— Family,  Home  and  Business 

Home  Insurance  American  Motorist 

Hartford  Insurance  Economy  Fire  &  Casualty  Co. 

Reliance  Insurance  Companies 


CISSNA  PARK  LIVESTOCK  SALES 

Fat  Cattle  Bought  Daily 
Sales  Every  Tuesday 

Phone  (815)  457-2131 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


RUST  CHEVROLET  SALES 

Washing  &  Polishing  -  Batteries,  Accessories 
Complete  Auto  Service  &  Sales 


Tires 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


BAIER  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 

Rankin  Independent         Cissna  Park  News 

A  Complete  and  Dependable  Printing  Service 


JIM'S  MUSIC  &  AMUSEMENTS 

Jim  Frank 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois  Phone  815/457-2985 


Coin  Operated  Machines 


The  Store  With  the  Brands  You  Know. 


Bobbie 

Bobbie  Brooks 

Red  Eye 

H.I.S. 

Aileen 

Hush  Puppies 

Connie  &  Jacqueline 


Pykette 
Gossard 
Vickie  Vaughn 
Lady  Laura 
Butte  Knit 


GALLOWAY  MACHINE  SHOP 
Richard  A.  Norton,  Owner 

Hoopeston,  Illinois 


MOTOROLA  QUAZAR  T.  V. 

Ferdinand  TV  &  Music 

305  E.  Main  St. 
Hoopeston,  Illinois 

Records,  Tapes,  Phonos 


OWENS  GAS  STATION 

301    West  Penn 

Hoopeston,  Illinois 

Phone  283-9933 

Why  Pay  More?  Only  Difference  Is  Our  Price 


Ray  Cox— Owner 


HICKSGAS  CISSNA  PARK 


Water  Softeners 
Propane  -  Fertilizer 


CISSNA  PARK 
READY  MIXED  CONCRETE 

Corrugated  Metal  Culverts 

Reinforcing  Steel  &  Mesh 

Compressor  Rental  Phone  457-2711 

205  N.  7th  -  Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


YERGLER'S  SPECIALIZED  SERVICE 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 

Snapher  and  Swisher  Lawn  Mowers 
Briggs  &  Stratton,  Tecumseh,  Kohler  and  Clinton  Engines 

Hank  Yergler  Ed  Yergler 


Best  Wishes 
From 

ARNOLD'S  OFFICE  SUPPLIES 

107  E.  Main  St. 
Hoopeston,  III.  60942 


WALTER  VOGEL 

Custom  Corn  Shelling 
& 
Combining 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
Phone  457-2338 


ROBERTS  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
Phone  815/457-2552 


CECIL  HASSELGRING 
BULLDOZING  AND  EARTH  MOVING 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 
Phone  457-2359 


KNAKE     CAR     WASH 

Open  24  Hours 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


WALT'S  SHOE  SHOP 

Shoes  Repaired        Give  Extra  Wear 
New  Shoes,  Keds,  Men's  Rubberwear 

Walter  Young 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


Ready-to-Wear 
Shoes— Fabrics— A  ccessories 

TAYLOR'S 

125  West  Garfield  Avenue 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois  60924 


EARL   WALDER    INSURANCE    AGENCY 

Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


H.  B.  WALDER 

New  Holland  Dealer 
Cissna  Park,  Illinois 


Flowers  and  Gifts 
for  all  occasions 

Bridal  registry 
702  W.  Main  Street  -  Hoopeston,  Illinois 


COX   BROS. 
EQUIPMENT    CO.    INC. 


DIXIE  HIGHWAY 
HOOPESTON,  ILLINOIS 
Phone:  217/283-7763 

CONTRACTORS  &  TOWNSHIP  SUPPLIES 


MURLE   ROY   CONSTRUCTION 


W IIHIW^^W 


;  111!  ^■■.""WJ"'  Mwyw^g^!;* 


Back  Hoe 
Trenching 


EXCAVATING 
CONTRAaOR 


Trucking 
Hi-Lift 


SERVICE  &  WATER  MAIN  WORK  -    STORM  &  SANITARY  SERVICE 
SEPTIC  TANK  SALES  &  SERVICE  -  UNDERGROUND  BORING 
BASEMENT  &  CRAWL  SPACE  DIGGING 


633  S.  Market 


Paxton 


RADEMACHER    LUMBER 
AND    HARDWARE 


HARDWARE  STORES  ^ 


COMPLETE  BUILDING  CENTER 


Gifford,  Illinois 


Phone:  568-2335 


LUDWIG  AND  YERGLER 


PRAIRIE  FARMS  DAIRY,  INC. 


FIthian,  Illinois 


FARM  PICK-UP  SERVICE 

THE  BEST  MARKET 
Phone:  815/457-2209 


ABSTRACTS  and  TITLE  INSURANCE 

Representative:  Chicago  Title  and  Trust  Company 

Chicago  Title  Insurance  Co. 


TRACT  Company   <.t. ...... o  .... 


13  North  Vermilion  Street 
Phone  442-0510 


DANVILLE. 

I    u  I.  1  >»i  O  I  .^ 


Dennis  W.  Bartlett,  Manager 


OF    POTOMAC,    ILLINOIS 


IS  PLEASED  TO  SIGN  THIS- 

^oa^ 

Q.>^^cn/e^ 

Phone:  987-4705 

TRIANGLE    FARM    SUPPLY    INC. 


JOHN  DEERE 


CISSNA    PARK,    ILLINOIS   60924 


PHONE  815/457-2121 


7200-3 
5-36 


'Kw^amv 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILUNOIS-URBANA 

977.365R16S  rnni 

STORIES  OF  A  PRAIRIE  TOWN 


